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PREFACE, 



OUR Second CWlerf, of pleafanf 
and good-natured memory, obferving 
Gregoi'ldLeti, the' Italiihhiiioriari, atfending 
his levefe, afked him how his book went 
dn j for, faid the King, ** I ato informed 
you intend ptibliftiirig Aneddotei of the Eii- 
glifli Cotirt. Take care there be ho oifeAce 
itl if." " Site," dhfwered* the Italian^ « t 
am colle<fHng materials for iuch a wdrk^ 
A3 ia\4 
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vl PREFACE* 

and will be*careful as poflible ; but, unlefs 
a man be wife as Solomon, he cannot 
publilli Anecdotes without giving fome 
offence/* Why then, replied the Monarch 
^* cannot you be wife as Solomon? write 
Proverbs and let Anecdotes alone/* 

The counfel was good, and counfel have 
I alio received, 

I was told, he that wrote of thofe who 
were living, or Jiepf upon ajhes which weri 
not yet cold, ought not to infert his name in 
the title page ; for it was committing him- 
felf, and might create enemies. The advice, 
had influence, but not the influence which 
was intended. Confcious of meaning to 

publifh 
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T> R E F A C E. vii 

publlfh truth, ahd truth only, I venture to 
prefix my name to this book* 

The perfon of tvhom I write, h^d once 
my wartiieft partiality^ arid living with him 

in habits of the moft unreferved intimacy^ 
I knew him well. The motives which 
iaiftuated his condiid, are explained in his 
letters ; that I now poflefs them, and the 
Fragments of poetry which he gave me, is 
bwingi in fome meafure to accident, and^ 
in fome degree, to a habit I have of pre- 
ferving any things however trifling, which 
is the produdion 6f a friend4 On my once 
ihewing a number of little fketches by the 
late Mr. Mortimer, a gentleman aiked me, 
if I had hoarded up the cuttings of his 
pencils. 



A 4 From 

^5 
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fill PREFACE. 

From Mr, Henderfon's letters, I have en- 
deavoured to fekft fuch as tend to explain 
his theatrical flory, or fuch as frdm their 
fMha^i pll^fentry, and good fenfe, place 
bis powers in a light, wbichjr I think, gives 
them a diftinguiflied rank in that clafs of 
writing. It is fcarce neceflary to premife, 
that they were not intended for the prefs> 
and therefore exhibit, not the writer and his 
labours, but the man in his natural cha^ 
ra<fter# 

I am apprehenfive it may he thought that 
fome of them are unimportant, and relate to 
private tranfaftions, with which the public 
have no concern, and that I might have 
comprefled the volume, by omitting the in- 
trodudionsf and conclufions of thofe to my- 

felf. 
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felf, which frequently contain merely a re- 
petition of the fame profeffions of friendibip, 
only exprefled in different words; but I 
think, that originality of turn which he fre* 
quently gives to the moft trifling circum- 
ftance, fuch a mark of his mind, as ought 
not to be withheld by him who profclTes to 
publilL his letters ; and I am inclined to 
look upon that editor who lops oflF, at his 
own diictetion, any branches with which he 
happens to be diflatisfied, as fometimes doing 
more than his duty warrants* 

There are fbihe mifcellaneoUs epiflles 
Written at a very early period of his life t 
the few which I have inferted that were ad- 
dreffed to him, need not any apology for 
their publication. 

The 
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k P R E j^ A C fi. 

The poems which are fubjoined, con- 
fidered as hafty effufions rather than finifhed 
tompofitions^ ds the producfllons of a 
man who had received few aids from 
feducation,* and whofe only guides were a 
claffical tafte> formed by having read/ with 

la power 

♦ It is not intended to infinuite this as an apology; 
I thought they had merit, or 1 would not have publiflied 
them. Nothing can be more contemptible than pefter- 
ing the public with reams of nonfenfe, by young gfentle- 
mtn under fourteen years of age, black women, men- 
hiercers, oftlers who cannot fpell i and efquires, whd 
tan do litde more; 

If a work has merit enough for the public eye, that 
public will generally proteft and Encourage it ; and if it 
has not, its being written while the author was ftandirtg 
upon one leg, or ftanding upon his head | written with 

his 
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P k n P A C E. ^ 

ft power of difcrimination, fomt of the heft 
Englifti writers^ prove that he pofleffed ima-. 
gination, and aptitude of poetical expreflion^ 
which might, had he made poefy the objedl 
of his purfuit, have been cultivated into 
excellence* 

. Attached to his previous reputation, they 
may excite curiofity, and, I hope, gratify it| 
by exhibiting his talents in a new point o^ 
riew* 

The high ciiimation in which his abilities 
were held by men of diftinguifhed rank 
in literature, the ample teftimony which 

was 

his fingers^ or written with his toes ; written in fevert 

days, or feven months, are very infufficient reafons to 

give for its appearance, in an age when the prefs teems 

with hotirly birdis, of which we only know^ that « the]/ 

« 
were homy and diedi\ 
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fcii PREFACE, 

Was given to his merit as an adtor, an^ 

the eminent honours which were paid t& 
his 'memory as a man> firft fuggefted thd 

idea of publifhing his letters and poems* 
I reviewed what had my early approbation^ 
find time has not much funk them in my 
Opinion* 

it has been fuggefted to me, that my 
notes are too numerous^ and too longy 
but t could not well abridgCi or inGor-* 
porate them with the work. 'Tis the errof 
of inexperience • for this is the iirft 
book i ever ventured before the awful 
tribunal 6f the public* If I have pardon 
from my readers; and fhould evef publifll 
another^ that fault fhall be avoided* 

ANECDOTE Si 
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ANECDOTES 



F 



Mr. JOHN HENDERSON. 



AC L A I M of literary honours, for 
piW who have not received a fcho^i^ 
lailic education, is, I am confcious, liable 
to be contefted,* The avenues to that 
pQrtal of the Temple of fame, are guarded 
by the giants of learning, who, mounted 
\ipon pedeft^s, compofed of huge tomes 

8 of 



* {t (bems a ge|ieral axiom, that he wh« h3S nevt^ 
felt Urcbj (hould never wear bays^ 
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( * ) 

q£ folk)s, quartoSj and duodecimos, which 
only provq^ that men were dull in ancient 
days^ look down with fuUen contempt on 
the adventurer whq is hardy enough to 
attempt gaining accefs, through any other 
than the prefcribed and beaten path. 

This temple, as Was that of the Druids, 
is kept facred from the intrufion of the un- 
hallowed multitude, and the unanealed man^ 
who attempts to fnatch a fprig of the holy 
mifletoe, is in fome danger of being facri-t 
ficed upon the altar, as a propitiatory offers 
ing to the offended deity cif the place. 

Of thofe. whole eminence hath been 
thought worthy of Biography, we frequently 
read, that they received the rudiments of 
their education from one learned man, and 
were aflifted by the inftrudions of another,^ 

then 
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then configned to an univerfity, where they 
added to their claflic ^knowledge, and rich 
in the Jiores of ancient Greece and Rome 
burft into fociety, where they were gazed at 
with the ejre of expedition, and gratified 
with reiterated praife. 

Indeed theie gentlemen do not always 
give indications of having obtained many 
advantages by their ftudies, yet are they 
fpoken of, as men who from their educa- 
tion muft be in pofleffion of great powers, 
if they could but be prevailed upon to exert 
them* 

Very different was the introdudtion of 
Mr, Henderfon; of Greek he was totally 
ignorant, and little acquainted with Latin.* 

He 

V * A fhort time before he went to Bath, a clergyman, 

by whofe partiality I am honoured, and who has kindly 

B 2 permitted 

Digitizea oy vjVv'vy'xi^- 



( 4 ) 
He had no claim to hereditary honours, nor 
title to any paternal inheritance, -f He was 
the builder of his own fame, and the 
founder of his own fortune, for had not 
his talents brought him into celebrity, 
and given him the power of acquiring inde- 
pendence, it is not probable that any one 
would have enquired who was his grand- 

fether* 

permitted tat to enhance the value of this volume by 
the publication of one of his letters, pointed out the 
courfe of his ftudies, and gave him fome affiftance in 
^n attempt to attain that language j but Henderfon^s 
mind was too volatile for the gradus adParnqJJum. 

t It has been faid he was defcended from Dodor 
Alexander Henderfon, ofFordyll; for this there is no 
authority, except the name being fpelt in the lame 
manner. He believed his family were originally Iriih, 
but whether they were or not, he nehher knew nor 
cared. He thought, with Sir Thomas Overbury, tl^at 
the man who has nothing to boaft of but his illuftrious 
anceftry, is fomewhat like a potatoe, the only good 
thing is under ground. 
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( 5 ) 
father. Of his grandi&ther, hawcver, 
thofe who wiih it inay read in the Me- 
moirs of an unfortunate young Nobleman, 
by which Memoirs, and fome collateral 
evidence, it appears that he was a Quaker, 
and a warm adherent to the caufe of Mr. 
Annefley, That in conjuncftion with fe- 
veral others, he adventured a cohfiderablc 
fum in fupport of the Anglefey law* 
fuit, which being loft, the money ad* 
vanced was never recovered by himfclf 
or Henderfbn's father, who was an Irifh 
fador in Goldfmith - ftreet, Cheapfide, 
where Mr, John Hend^rfon was born in 
February 1746^7,^ 

By his father's death in 1748, his mo- 
ther was left with a very flender pittance, 
^d two fgns totally dependent upon hen 
She retired to Newport Pagnell, whpre 9 
clofc attention to cBcoiiomy enabled her to 
B 3 fupport 
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( 6 ) 

fappc^t herfelf aad fanuly upoa the intereft 
of lefs than a thou£ind pounds, ^ 

In this place, with no other tutor than 
his mother> Henderfon pafied the early 
part of his life. She taught him to read, 
pointed out the proper authors, and in-, 
duced him to imprint upon his memory, 
and recite, &le£t paiTages from Shakeipeare, 
Pope, Addifon, or any other Englifh claffic 
jn her poflfeffion^ 

The 

* The eldeft fon fhc apprenticed to a Mr. Clee, 
an ingenious engraver, in Oxendon-ftreet, and the 
young man gave early promife of great profeiEonal 
talents i but being of a very delicate habit, fell into a 
decline, and was removed to Paddington, where hap- 
pening to lodge in the fame boufe with the afterwards 
celebrated Kitty Fiflier, and being fuddenly felzed 
• with a violent fit of coughing, the good-natured girl ran 
to his aiBftance, and he died in her arms. 
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The wonder-working magic of the old 
bard inchanted his imagination, * opened 
a new creation to his fancy, and prompted 
him to enquire how thofe chara<fters tvero 
reprefented which afforded him fb much 
delight in the perufah The defcription 
promoted a moft eager wifh to fee a play, 
a wifli which could not then he gratified, 
for in Newport-Fagnell there were txQ 
players* 

Learning , and reciting the ipeeches im-» 
proved a memory naturally tenacious, and 
gave him an early relifli for polite literature, 

B4 B7 

♦ The firft play which attrafted and delighted him, 
was, The Winter^ s Tale, and he often declared it w^ 
fortunate for him, the commentators had not been about 
his mother's edition. It was without notes 3 which, 
faid he, confiife, perplex, and embarrafs me now* God 
help me, what would they have done then ? I fuppofe 
they would have crazed mey as they have other people* 
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( 8 ) 

By this was his tafte formed, and as the. 
writer of thefe anecdotes has frequently 
heard him declare, by this he acquired 
what knowledge he had of the Englifh 
language, for of the rules of grammar he 
was totally ignorant, ^ 

it would be defrauding his memory of 
a debt due from jvjftice, fhould I omit 
to remark that he not only always fpoke of 
his mother's attentions with filial gratitude, 
but when his fituation enabled him to fol- 
low the. impulfe of his mind, made hef 
happinefs his firft care.^f- She lived to fe? 
her inftrudlions matured by time^ and the 

public 

* I diink it is faid, that Cow^ey^s fchool^maiter couki 
never prevail upon him to learn the rides of grammar^ 
yet, from the profe-writings of Cowley, who that haji 
read them will with-hold praife. 

I This will appear by feveral letters in th^s voltunp. 
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public difHnguilh and proted what flic had 
planted and fofteit?d/ 

At about eleven years of jige he went 
to a ichool at Hemel-Hcmftead, taught 
hy the late Doctor Stirling, where he did 
not remain above twelve months, but Ihort 
ts the period was, contrived to enlarge his 
acquaintance with the Englifli claflics, to 
acquire ^ome knowledge of French, and 
learn the common inks of Arithmetic- 

From this place he returned to London, 
and having ih^wn an early propenfity to 
drawing, was placed as a kind of houfe 
papil to the late Mr. Fournier, Who was 
then a Drawing-Mailer, a man poflefTed 
of greaf verfatility of talent, but deftitute of 
that prudence which might have rendered 
his abilities ufeful to himfelf or family^* 

* Fournier's conduil, or rather want of condu£l^ 
fccms to have been very fimilar to what the Duke of 

Buckingham's 
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( lo ) 
From a pcrfon of this defcnpfion it is 
not to be fuppofed young Hencferftui could 

obtain 

Buckingham's would probably have been, had his Grace 
ranked with plebeians. Fournier was, 

** In the courfe of one revolving moon, 
" Engraver, painter, fidler, and buffoon/* 

His grand ambition was being able to do whzt any 
other man could, and having a happy facility, in the 
courfe of a few years he diftinguiflied himfelf as an en-. 
graver, painter, mufician, carver, modeller in wax, and 
leached rf drawing and perfpe£Hve, with which he was 
fo well acquainted as to compofe a book on the fubjedi:, 
upon the principle of Doftor Brooke Taylor, which has 
confiderable merit. In the firft edition, is an etching 
from an early defign of Mr. Gainlborough's, which 
Henderfon told me was etched by himfelf, without any 
ailiftance from his mafter. 

If we try Fournier by Mr. Bofwell's definition of 
man, he will be found to have had fome merit. He 

was 
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obtain many advantages. He was indeed 
very ill ufed. Part of his employment 

was 



ivas a ^^ cooking animal \ 'y^ he dreft and fold alamode. 
tecf 5 and I am told, that the truffles and morrels which 
|ie ufed in making up this compofition, led him to the - 
ihidy of natural hiftory. At one period of his life he 
kept a chandler's Ihop, and could metamorphofe a iprat 
into an anchovy, fubftitute dried willow leaves for tea, 
and mix fine fand with his Lilbon fugar ; he was a good 
carver, a tolerable buf^on-maker, and, I was near (aying, 
not a ppntemptij)^ buffoon j but with the utmoft fub- 
mii&on to thofe ingenious gentlemen, who excel ia 
imitating the noife a horfe makes when he is drinking, 
the purring of a cat, braying of an afs, croaking of a 
raven, or lowing of a cow 5 fuch qualifications would 
have entitled him to no higher a clafs than, an imitating 

animal^ 



\ The beaftt| have memory, judgement, and all the faculties and 
ptffioas of uur miod, in a certain degree i but ao beaft 11 a cook. 

Bo swsllV Journal, p* 25. 
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( 12 ) . 

was to drive his mafter in a one horic 
chaife to fome academies where he taught, 
in the neighbourhood of London, and to 
feed and rub down the hprfe, on his return 
to town. 

During his ftay with Fournier he made 
a pen and ink drawing from a print of a 
fiiherman fmoking bis pipe, with fundry 

accompaniments 

Mnimaly rather more cunning than a monkey, and rather 
more adive than an oyfter ; but Fournier would bear 
the teft of Dr. Franklin's definition. He was a tool-, 
making animal\ j he made gravers^ and modelling iq* 
^trtiments, 

When we confider the number of profeffions he at^ 
tempted, can we wonder that be did not attain very 
great excellepc? ii) anjr f 



\ No ax)imal butin^Q miikct a tJung> by meant of which he can m^kt 
4Uiother thing. 
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accompaniments in the Aile of Teniers^ 
This, as the produftion of a boy under 
fourteen years of age^ obtained him the ho- 
nour of the fecond premium from the fo^ 
ciety for the encouragement of arts, and 
the ilile in which it was executed ihews an 
accuracy of eye, and power of imitation^ 
very rarely the lot of one ib 'young. 

As this boyifh produdion was higher 
in niy eftimation than his own, in the in« 
fancy of our friend/hip he gave it me, but as 
it was the only ipecunen of his drawing, I 
prefented it to Mrs. Henderfon on her mar- 
riage, and am informed it is now in the 
colle<aion of Sir John Elliot. 

Soon after this time he came to live with 
Mr. Cripps, a working filverfmith in St. 
James's-ftreet, to whom his mother was 
related, and her intention was that he 

fliould 
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&ouId learn that trade, but the death of 
Mr. Cripps put an end to this fchcme, 
and he was left at about twenty years of 
age with veiy few conneftions, and with- 
out any determinate purluit. ' 

His only refource feemed to.be- that of 
becoming an affiitant in a filverfmith's ihop, 
but even this fituation, humble as it may 
ieem, was not very eafy to obtain j for, on 
application to a perfbn of the trade, ^ 
higheft terms offered were twenty-fiv^ pounds 
^ year, A propofal vs^as foon after made him 
to become out-door ckrk to a banker, upon 
a falary little better than the foregoing. 
Both thefe offers he communicated to ^ 
friend, who warmly oppofed his accepting 
terma fo very inferior to what his abilities 
ought to command, and advifed him to turn 
"his attention to* the ilage, for which he 
thought him' eminently <][uaiified; butHen- 
' derfon 
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( 15 ) 
derfon hefitated at this advice, declaring his 
circumftance did not enable him to wait the 
tedious delays of managers • Being, how- 
ever, aflured, that he might confider the 
houfe, intereft, and purfe of his friend, at 
his fervice, until he wats fituated to his own . 
fatisfa<flion, he direfted his endeavours to 
an introdudion amongft the Dramatis Per- 
fonce ; endeavours in which he encountered 
difficulties, delays^ and mortifications, which 
cannot be conceived by thofe who have not 
been in fimilar fituations^^ which would 
have abated the vigour of purfuit, and 
cooled the ardour of expeftation in almoft 
any other man ; but he feems to have pof- 
feffed, even at that time, a confcioufnefe of 
talfents that when feen, would force them- 
felves into notice, and when noticed muft 
be encouraged. 

He 
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He hftWcver pafled his time cafily ixnd 
chearfulfyy in the fociety of a family where 
he Was treated with all the attention that 
ftiendffup could prompt^ by whom his 
intefeil Was confidered as connoaed with 
tfieir own, who fincerely efteemed him^ 
were pleafed with his talents, and gratified 
hj his plealantry; and perhaps it would 
not have been eafy to point out a mjin who 
pofiMcd fiich convivial powets as he did in 
riic youngef part of his life* His obfer- 
iration wa^ quick> his comprehenfion am- 
ple, his manners mod lively and concili-- 
axing ; but the ludicrous light in which he 
^w and frequently exhibited any objedk 
that prefented itfelf, created him enemies^ 
who, though they were pleafed with his 
mt had no great relifh for his fatire, when 
cxefcifed upon themfelves** 

* A city dealer in litde trinkets, whofc ever fmiling 
£tbe bears ibme lelemblaiice to Lord Monboddo's 

jlborigine^ 
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( 17 ) , 
The Ode to the memory of Shakefpeare 
being at this time popular, Henderlbn at- 
tempted 

jfboriginey became ambitious of being enrolled an 
artift in an exhibition catalogue, made a copy of 
the Duke of Leinfter's arms in human hairy and 
brought it for Mr. Henderfon's approbation, telling 
him he wilhed a pat infcription written under, that it 
might be noticed in the exhibition room. ", Sir, (fays 
Henderfon) I will give you one, that had you kpown 
and confidered the advice of the Delphic oracle, you 
would have chofen for yourfelf: it fhall be allufive." 
«« Thank you, Sir,** fays the other. — " You obferve, 
(continued Henderfon) the fupporters are two monkies 
rampant, proper, and very pretty they are indeed ; lend 
me a pen, Si/, and I will write you an infcription from 
the great Milton. Here it is : read if, aloud, Sir," 



*^ In their looks divine^ 



*' The image of their glorious Maker Jhone^^* 

Happening to fee a manufcript, which one of hi^ 

friends was preparing for the prefs, entitled, ** OriginaX 

G Talcs 
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tempted it in Mr. Garrick's manner, and 
with fuch fuccefs, that it muft have been a 
very accurate ear which could diftinguifh 
one ipeaker from the other*. 

Some of the confequences w^hich refulted 
from this talent, he defcribes in the follow- 
ing letter to a young divine : 

Tales for the Inftruf^ion o£ Young Gentkmen and 
Ladies," he infcribed in the title page the following 
quotation : * 

STALES! 

" ToUhy an ideot, full of found andfurjj 
" Signifying nothing.'' 

The. book was not publifhed. 

* His firft public exhibition was in a barn, or fomc 
fuch place, at the polite village of Iflington, w^ere he 
recited the Ode for the benefit of a few unfortunates, 
who called themfelves a company of comedians. 

One of the audience, who had retired from the plains 
of Devonlhire to breathe the pure air of Iflington, in his 

later 
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i^ondotiy xji Jan. I770, 

To the Reverend Mr. P— -~. 

I Find ""T— — has written to you. I 
fuppofe you will correfpond with him* He 
fent me his farce with a meflage, begging 
me to offer it to Dibderi, which I have de- 
clined, as thinking it more propGr<?r to pre- 
lent it either to Garrick or Colman. I 
wifh it may anfwer his expectations • Does 
not^ a wifli fometimes imply a doubt. *— * 
******* and- 1 fat in judgement upon 
it the other night, and brought in our 
verdid:— J^/^ur^/w^j-* 

I am glad you told me of the thirty ma- 

nufcript fermons, I Ihould elfe have rofe 

C 2 early, 

later y^ars, declared he was certain, the fpeaker nwji be^ 
either Mr. Garrick, or Antichrift. ^ i 
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early, and late took reft, to tranflate Flc- 
chier's and Bourdalon's for you. L — ^— 
thinks you are dead; for afking me how you 
did, I replied, you flept with your fathers, I 
made him happy by telling him it was a me- 
taphorical fleep, and that you would awake 
a profound theologift. 

It was a Very rafli propofal I made to you 
of commenting upon authprs. I thought it 
might have been done, but when I go about 
it I feel myfelf ftrangely confined in my 
powers, like thofe who do not apprehend the 
danger of a precipice till they are on the 
brink. I think I will give up the thought 
'till you are more at leifure, R — — I feU 
dom fee. L never. Thofe hours 

I am not with I are paiTed in 

! drinking, and writing ferious reflexions on, 
and bitter invedtives againft, drankennefs, 
both in verfe and profe. If this contra- 

[^riety 
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ricty continues, and heaven only knows 
how long it may continue, you niay expert 
a iatire againft fornication written from 
Marjoram's.^— Is not this in your lan- 
guage the charadler of one buffeted by Sa^ 
tan ? B— — , in the iimplicity of his heart 
told me, one day, after, much bewailing 
the redudion of his circumftances, ^* that 
it was a great mercy he had not taken to 
drinking," feeling himfelf, I fuppofe, to- 
tally unable to refift.any impulfe which it 
ihould pleafe Lucifer to embarrafs him with.^ 

I faw your letter to E , wherein I ftand 

recorded as a fool for quoting Macbeth upon 
fuch a fubjeft as your lazinefs — and this is 
owing to my modefly, that would rather 
talk in other people's words than my own. 
But 

* 
" Hence ye vain fears of criticifm, hence, 

By caution nurs'd, at happinefs* expence s 

C 3 T% 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 22 ) 

To pfove my pen in trite quotations run, 
Thine own the quibble, and thine own the pun; 
Take thine full fwing, and in the critic's fpitc. 
If nonfenfe urge tfiee, freely nonfenfe write." 

I will make you repent the reproof, for 
talk I mufl—and If it is all my own. But 
you have brought it upon yourfelf, and f6 
are lefs to be pitied. E— — writes with 
me. His will be a good letter, and I am 
glad I have found the way of diverting your 
indignation. He will put you into fpirits, 
and you will read mine with better temper, 

I wifh we could form a triumvirate at 
T • 's ; he has written me a very genteel 
and preffing invitation. I have traces upon 
my memory of much happinefs with him, 
and it was a happinefs that I like, indepen- 
dent of auxiliary hogfheads. There is a 
natural feftivity in him that will always 

entertain^ 
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entertain, and I have known him ftart much 
excellent wit and good-natured fatire. I 
believe matrimony draws off a man's genius ; 
his letters to me are not near fo pleafant, 
nor {o brilliant as they were wont to be. 
I fuppofe you will rebuke me for that me- 
taphor, and therefore you may erafe genius, 
and infert attention^ which is the fame 
thing with thofe like you, with whom defire 
is power. 

There is a burlefque parody of Garrick's 
Ode pubhfhed, on Le Stue, cook to the 
Duke of Newcaftle, and teflimonies to his 
genius and merit prefixed, 

, I wifh Garrick'^s had been ftill at the bot- 
tom of Avon, from whence I am fure he 
fifhed up fome of it ; for it has ruined my 
conftitution in fpeaking it. I have been up 
till three in the morning, four, nights ,a 
C 4 weel^ 
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week, for this month paft. Inftcad of 
fleep, I get flattery ; and inftead of dream- 
' ing of Mifs — , claret, 

I wilh I could convey to you a few founds 
which the boobies about me Gey are exceed- 
ingly like Garrick's, but they would have no 
melody mixed with the poftman's horn. If 
I could get a cake of Rabelais' ice, in which 
to mix them, they would thaw by your 
veftry fire, and give you fome idea of Lon- 
don flummery. But our air is not intenfe 
enough to make fuch a cake ; therefore you 
muft tak^ it on my word, that I am flat- 
tered, inebriated, fpoiled— Yet, as a ion 
vivant I owe it fomething, for it has 
brought me acquainted with diflies I ne- 
ver before heard off^— wines I never before 
tafl:ed — and fruit I nevec before faw, ex- 
cept through the fruiterer's windows.— 
I eat pine-apple the other day, and if 

that 
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that be the fruit the Devil offered Eve, I 
don't fee how fhe could refift it. — Otway 
has dealt a little unfair in his bitter in- 
vedive againft women—— 

** And for an apple damn'd mankind." 

He fhould have added that it was a pine- 
apple ; with all my dramatick faith, I ne- 
ver could believe it was worth her while 
to tranfgrefs for a mere apple, even though 
it had been a nonpareil* 

SHANDY. 



At 
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At this time he belonged to an even- 
ing Ibciety, confifting of about twelve or 
fourteen members, who wifhed to unite 
to the feflivity of Anacreon, the humour 
of Prior, the harmony of Pope ; and, above 
all, the fenfibility and pleafantry of 
Sterne*, i 

Part of the plan of this club, who .met at 
a houfe in Maiden-lane once a week, was, 
to fubftitute fome toaft, in the place of a 
health to the political idol of the day, or the 
premier of the month, about whofe real 
principles their different partizans are fome- 
times a little in the dark, and whofe very 
names are the roots from whence fpring up 
diiputes, 

" Aboift it, goddefs, and about it.'* 

that 

♦ The name they adopted was the Shandean fociety. 
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that do not much tend to inform, or en- 
liven the unfortunate hearers, and frequently 
*end in 



^ Contention fierce, cndkfs debate, and hate irrccon- 
cUeable/* 



To avoid which evils, it was a rule, that 
when the fociety meet, the Prefident pour 
a libation, and drink to the memory of fome 
departed genius, with whofe merits every 
perfon prefent either was, or might be 
acquainted, under the denomination of a 
SKULL; after which, the next man gave 
z/entmenf, and the next z Jku//. If for 
inftance, they had draiik the memory of 
Shakefpeare, it was expeded that he who 
was next in progreffion, ihould give a fen- 
timent, which fhould have fome allufion to 
the bard, 01 his writings, and be new. One 
equally appofite, was, to follow the names 

'of 

y 
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of Rabelais, Cervantes, or Sterne* But, 
alas ! it was foon found that fuch a rapid 
focceflion of fkulls to fentiments, and fen- 
timents to fkulls, promoted fo quick a cir- 
culation of the glafs, as to clafh with part 
of the plan of the inftitution, which was 
to go home tolerably fober*. 

To corred: this inconvenience, it was or- 
dained in council, that each member fhould 
bring with him a volume of his favourite 
writer, and read fuch part aloud as he 
thought would moft contribute to the amufe- 
ment of the fociety. Henderfbn produced a 
volume of Sterne, the god of his idolatry, 

entered 

\ 
* It was obferved by a theatrical veteran, who fome- 
times honoured this fociety with a vifit, 'that " though 
it was a very pleafant and chearful thing to get drunk, 
it was a very difagreeable bufincfs to get fobcr.'* 
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entered fo fully into the {pint of his author, 
{o happily difcriminated the chara<3:ers, and 
fo forcibly exhibited them, that his com- 
panions finding more gratification in hearing 
him than themfelves, which I believe will 
be acknowledged as ftrong a teftimony of 
approbation as could be given by a fociety 
compofed of reading men, conftituted him 
reader to the club, and without an aft of 
parliament, confirmed his right to a name 
which had been given him by a friend a 
fhort time before; decreeing that from, 
and after that time, he fhould be diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Shandy, an ap- 
pellation he retained many years. 

The manner in which he read Sterne's 
works, threw new light upon many paf- 

fages. 
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lages'f-, and was the fource of much iii- 
formation as well as pleafantry/ In the 
humorous paflages it called forth flafhes of 
merriment, and dfcw tears from every eye 
in the pathetic. Never fhall I forget the 
effed: he gave to the ftory of Le Fevre, It 
kindled a flame of admiration, and pro- 
moted a propofal to devote a day to the 
-memory of the author, pour a libation over 
his grave, and fpeak a requiem to his de- 
parted fpirit*. 

This 

+ It was firft ohferved in this fociety, that until the 
appearance of the four aftcrifks (****) with which 
Sterne has fo frequently embcUifhed his volumes, the 
two following lines were totally mifconceived ; ' 



— — " If weak women go aftray, 
^^. Their J}ars are more in fault than they*" 

* A rainy day prevented the full cpmpletion of the 

plan. 
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This was the determination of a moment, 
and aflented to with enthufiaftic eagemefe. 
Shandy was appointed to feled what he 
thought moft fit for the occafiort, and the 
next week produced an Ode, on which the 
candid critic will look with fome allowance, 
when he confidcrs it as the hafty produdlion 
of a man little -more than twenty years of 
age* The ardour with which the fubjeft 
is treated, will, I hope, be confidered as 
an adequate apology for the inaccuracies in 
fome of the lines. 

The occafion of its being written, the 
idolatry with which the name of Sterne was 
venerated by the company who attended the 
recital, and, above all, the energy, and pa- 
thetic 



plan. The Ode was, ther|fore, r«ad to a fdedt party 
hi a private houfe. 
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thetic feeling which was difplayed by the 
Ipeaker, gave it a moft powerful efFedl, 
and it has furely too much merit to be 
buried in oblivion* 



O D E^ 
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ODE. 

tl^TENDlD TO HAVE BMN SPOKIM J^ fHt TOM! 

OF THE LATB LAWKWCH STERNI^ 

Off HIS BIRTH bAY. 



T H I S day be (kernel,— Ifet no hoftfle (om^ 
Prophane the honours deftin'd to his Ihade, 
Hence ye unhallow*d from this votive ground. 
No gueft improper on our rites pervade- 
Before his name let wanton fatire fly^ 
The ftoic's rancour melt before his beams, 
Xet ipleen avoid the lightning of his eye. 
And /Ink for ilielter in oblivion's flreams. 
Hence too, unfeeling and cold blooded gueft, 
Dull ignorance^ ia folemn garments dreft. 

But come thou Goddefs fair and free^ 
On eartli y'clep'd Philanthropy, 
Fill our bolbms, crown our board 
With ail thy fpirit can afford. 
Thy fop, thy elder born we fing, 
Soup4 the hautboys, tune the, ibing, 
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Nccd'ft thou, goddefe, nced'ft thou Icarn^ 
All our notes are rals'd to Sterne. 
To him our grateful notes afcend. 
Him we folicit to attend. 

If ^midft the fpheres, 

Tun!d by the bright angelic choir. 
Thy fpirit hears 

The tribute of a mortal lyre. 

Deign, oh deign to fhed thy power. 
Thy mighty magic on this feftive hour* 
Nor, when my grateful verfe reveals. 
What every fon of candour feels, 
Let thy gentle foul difdain. 
What alive had given thee pain ; 
Our motives thou may'ft try above. 

And know our praife the tribute of our love^ 

Shame to the man, and to his memory fhame, 
Whofe tongue licentious robs thee of thy fame. 
Oh hadft thou livM when critics learn'd and wifc^ 
To juflice faithful, own'd no other ties j 
Dupes to no party, and no flaves to fear. 
In fentence candid^ yet in judgment clear. 

Feeling 
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Feeling like men, like men their fentence own^d 
Nor honoiirM dullnefs, though by dunces thronM^ 
Xhen had thy facred buft in triumph rofe, 
And twining laurel fcreen'd thee from thy foes. 
But he unhappy ftU on evil days, 
When harren fentiment ufurp'dliis praife. 
When folly bore the honours and the crown, 
Which ftould have deck'd his temples with renowi^ 
When he from virtue greateft honoujf drew, 
And held philanthropy to public view, 
Adorn'd with all that can fecure. efteem, 
The n^narch's glory, and the poet's theme. 
That balm of blood and confidence of mind^ 
Impell'd to pity, to fufpicion blind. 
That bofom, open to each focial claimj 
In virtue ardent, negligent of feme ; 
That heart, unable to repel relief, 
In courage manly, feminine in grief. 
In pleafure, harmlefs, innocent, ,and mild, 
Warm as a man, forgiving as a child, 
Ev'n then they dar'd to violate his page; 
In virtue barren, fruitful in their rage, .V 
. Vex'd, inly'vex'd, that on infpeftion clear. 
They fearch'd their hearts and found no Toby there. 
D 2 ' Stung 
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Stung, inly ftung, they fnatch'd the pen. 
And told the taftelefs fons of mcn» 
That he whofe fpirits warm and full, 
Could charm the gay, and wake the dull. 
Could fix a fmile on forrow's brow, 
And fteal his grief he knew not how. 
Could give new courage to the brave. 
And bid his fame furvive the grave, ^ 

Could give religion freflier charms, 
And lead the ftoic to' her arms, 
Could bid, ("on touching fancy's ftring,) 
Profufion in a defart fpring. 
Benign vibrations ftir the trees. 
And chearful rapture fwell the brccxCi 
That he, with all thefe powers fraught^ 
Was loofe in language, and impure in thought ; 
Believing virtue, their 'monition took. 
And thank'd his ftars he had not read the book. 

The idle crew. 
Who never knew 
More than, thefe mighty critics chofe. 
Soon caught the found. 
And echoed round. 
The friends of Sterne were virtue's foes i 

Error 
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Error confirmed, what malice had begun, 
Till fool and critic, loft their name in one. 

Some there arofe who fpurn'd the flavifh tie. 
And if they cenfur'd, would at leaft know why ; 
But all too indolent, or all too dull, 
* His. fruits to gather, or his flowers tox:ull, 
The loofer parts 
Attached their hearts. 
But when they hop'd fome grofs defe(£l to clalp, 
His wit, like Mercury, efcap'd their gra(p. 

If high in blood, voluptuous in thought^ 
Some beam of beauty's emaiiative fire, 
As fwift the meteor glided by he caught. 
It play'd perhaps around liis heart, 
But urg'd not foul defire. 
Some kindre4 tendernefs it warm'd. 
Which ftraight to other themes he drew. 
No longer virtue ftood alarm'd, 
But join'd his paflage as he upward flew. 
Too weak of wing, or impotent of fight^ 
Thefe readers loft him in the daring flight ; 
Thus envy ftung, or dullnefs veiPd his worth, 
'TiH nature, warm and zealous in his caufe, 

D 3- SnatchM 
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Snatch'd him at once from this ill- judging earth, 
To realms where angels haiPd him with applaufc, 
Cervantes gaily grave, with accent fweet. 
And laughing Rabelais led him to his feat j 
Yorick, in flalhes of wild transport roar'd, 
As when in Denmark's court he ibook the board.. 
The fpcial {hades of tendernefs and love, 
Spread the glad tidings through the courts above* 

All heard, all flew on wings of jo^^, 
And welcom'd him to peace fincere^ 
To blifs whofe raptures never cloy,* 
And happinefs unknown to fear. 

To us belpngs to vindicate his fame. 
To pluck the nettle from his facred grave. 
To turn the darts of malice from their aim. 
And point his virtues to the good and brave ; 
Nor this a tafk which indolence would fliun, 
*Tis half-accomplifli'd when *tis once begunj 
Obvious and full tliey ftrike upon the fightj^ 
Koraik af&ftance from collected light. 
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Gh I when yc hear hit memory d5amM, 
His wit mifconftraed, or his heart bely'd. 
Loud be his warm benevolence proclaim'd, 
'Till rage and error blufliing. turn afide. 
Whate'er their motive, ignorance, or whim. 
They flander'd nature when they flandcr'd him, 

For me, I own, with grateful tran^oft mov^d, 
I love his memory, as the man I lov'd. 
Dear to my eye, but dearer to my heart. 
Ne'er felt my foul more agonizing fmart, 
Than when diat fpirit from its bondage fled, 
4&nd gave a fecdnd Yorlck to the dead« 



D 4 Befides 
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iBcfidcs Stdlic*s works, he fbmctlmcs read 
fcled pafTages from Milton/ Pope, Prior, 
Swift, Gray, and Junius. 

The verfification of Pope was too fmooth 
for him, the fame found fo perpetually re- 
curring upon the fame fyllable, gave a flat- 
nefs which fatigued the ear. The meafiire 
became vapid and lifelefs. From this cen- 
fure I except his manner of reading th6 
Dunciad, to which he gave the full force 
of its fatire. 

Gray's Elegy he always miftook ; by en- 
deavouring to exprefs energy, he deftroyed 
that plaintive folemnity which is furely its 
peculiar charafteriftic. Indeed, the fpecies 
of poetry in which this Elegy claims the 
firft place, did not feem to be his Jorte. 
If he attempted the pathetic it became a 
whine, and his ear being too corred to 

bear 
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bear the founds of his own voice, he changed 
his tones, and quitted his author's manner, 
preferring impropriety to diflbnance. In 
the light airy tales of Prior, where kugh- 
ing whimficallity is the predominant feature, 
he was on his proper ground. To " the man- 
ly vigour of one fterling line " of Churchill, 
he added a thouiand beauties. Junius, he 
efteemed the moft perfeft model of Englifh 
profe, and although unacquainted with the 
politics of the day, gave full efFe<a to every 
fentence of that moft iplendid writer. Pa- 
radile Loft he deemed a dramatic poem; 
ftrongly varied the different manners of Mo- 
loch, Belial, and the other fallen angels, 
and entering with fublime energy into the 
fpirit of the various charaders, became, as 
was faid of his author, as a chariot- wheel 
wrought into a blaze by its own motion. 
It was grand, forcible, terrific. 

But 
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But his talents a§ a reader arc fo well 
known from the ipccimens he exhibited at 
Freemafons-HalU that it becomes unne- 
ceflary to expatiate upoU them here* I am 
not afraid to aver, and it is an opinion 
grounded upon fome reflexion, that he read 
better m Maiden-lane than he did in Queen- 
ftreet: it was leis theatrical, and mora 
chafle. 

It is not very ufual for the Dramatis Per- 
fonae to diftinguifh between afting, reciting, 
and reading ; when reading they attempt to 
ad:, and imitate the paflions which they are 
only required to enumerate. 

In reading a letter to an audience, they do 
not always think it neceflary to change their 
intonation. It is aSled^ and uttered with all 
the bufkined pomp of heroic emphafis. Of 
this error Henderfon- was never guilty, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Garrick was, I believe, efteemed to 
have approached very neal- perfection in 
playing, that he was above mediocrity m 
reciting or reading, no man will, I think, 
aflert, who has heard him read, or recite 
his Jubilee Ode. 

The great requifites neceflary to conftitute 
a reader, feeiji to be, a* good ear, a voice 
capable of inflexion, an underftanding of, 
andtafte for, the beauties of the author, and 
a feeling, an ardour, an enthufiafm, which 
will warm the mind to difplay them; 
to all this muft be added a judgment that 
will guard againft extremes. Whether Mr. 
Henderfbn was, or was not, in pofleffion of 
a// thefe requifites, is a queftion I will not 
prefume to decide: I think he read better 
than any man I ever heard. 



He 
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He ufed to fport an opinion, that the 
great difference of reading confifted in under- 
ilanding, or not underftanding, the author's 
meaning. I mentioned inftances where men 
had written with great knowledge of their 
fubjedt, and exprefled their fentiments in 
glowing and brilliant colours, who yet fo 
totally mangled and weakened their own 
works when they attempted to read them, 
as to obfcure the brighteft paffages, and dlf- 
guife the moft obvious fentences, '* Sir, fai5 
he, reft aflured, they did not fully under- 
ftand what they read. Some men have a 
trick of ftringing words together, fo as to 
impofe upon the underftanding, but they do 
not wholly conceive what they are about. 
Let any one be fully and powerfully im- 
prefled with an author's meaning, and if his 
voice and articulation are not defeftive, he 
cannot fail impreffing that meaning upon 
his hearers. A. female mendicant under- 

ftands 
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ftands what fhe wants, and therefore her 
entreaties are uttered in the tones heft cal- 
culated to reach the heart, and with an em- 
phafis that rarely offends the car. A tho- 
roughly enraged fcold is infinitely more 
pointed in her oratory, than is a gentleman 
in a wig and band at Weftminfter-halL 

*^ She is aniniated from conceiving her 
fubjed:, and feeling the paffion, fhe re- 
prints it. An infant is perfed mafter 
of the art of fupplication before he can 
fpeak^ and when he attains that power 
never afks for any thing with an impro- 
per emphaiis until he is taught to read, 
when he is harraffed about points, con- 
founded by a multitude of inftruftions, 
and fent to a Demofihenes maker^ who 
gives him rules for utterance, and modes 
of fpeech, and a manner of delivery, that 
enables the well inftru(5ted young gentle- 

inaa 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(46) 
man to torture the ears of all within com- 
pafs of his voice, whether he is doomed 
to exhibit in the pulpit, or the fenate, at 
the bar, or Upon the ftage. The human 
voice is in a great degree artificial, and 
whatever any one diufes to make it. You 
find general fimilarity in the tones of peo- 
ple of one profeffion. One fet of tones 
are appropriated to the bar^ another to 
the pulpit, I have heard that nioft iu- 
blime compofition, the burial fervice, flo- 
vened over in fuch a manner that I could 
Icarcely underftand two words in a fentencc> 
and yet the voice has had a kind of fo- 
lemn foamd, a pious noife, that has given ] 
gfcat efFedt. 

*^ Sounds have infinite powerwithoutwords. 
This fhould feem to extend to mufic, but 
with me it does not. I have little grati- 
fication from what I am told is exquifite. 

Some 
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Some one fays, it is become the art of csDci 
cuting difficulties • It was a good wifh, 
would to heaven thefe difficulties were ^- 
pojjtbilities. 

** When I recited Mr, Garrick'j Ode in a 
private room, I felt vkrhat^ 1 faid, and I 
believe^ gave it fbme effcdt. Very diffe- 
rent was it upon the ftagc. My feelings 
were weakened and confounded by the band, , 
my voice loft its fcale, and was overpower- 
ed by the mufic in the orcheftra."- 

This, It muft be acknowledged }g a 
rhapfody, and as fuch was fpoken, but 
there arc fome truths in it. 

Mr. Pope exhibited an inftance, that a 
man may have the moft delicate eat for 
the harmony of qumbers, and yet have n© 
fort of 'tafte. for the harmony of founds. 

Swift 
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SwiR is another example, and I am inclin- 
ed to fufpeft from Mr, Garrick's man- 
4XCJ of fingingy that he had not, whatever 
he might chufe to profefs, much know- 
ledge of, or tafte in, mufic. 

Would it be fuppdfed from the meafured, 
harmony of Dr. Johnlbn's periods, that he 
had fcarcely any perception of it. He knew 
a drum from a trumpet, and a bagpipe from 
a guittar, which he owned was about the 
extent of his knowledge in mufic*. 

M^ ;^Henderfon had great delight in pe- 
rufine V'ooks that abounded in the marvel- 
lous.^, Sir John Mahdeville's Travels, Pon- 
toppidan's Norway, Peter Wilkins' Voyage 
to the? Moon, or Wanley's Wonders of the; 

' Little. 

I ■ . 

* Bofwdl's Journal, ift ediuon, page S^S* 

y Google 
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Little World were in deliciis.'^ With equal 
cagernefs he fought for and read the ac- 
counts 



♦ We fay Nofcitur a Socio-^Mzy we not, with equal 
truth, fay, Nofcitur a Libris* 

A knowledge of the particular fpecies of books which 
attraft men of genius and ftudy in their hours of de- 
fultory reading, would be curious and wordi fpeculation : 
fuch knowledge might fometimes enable us to develope, 
the bias of their chara£^ers with more truth than do 
their graveft biographers. 

/ For the gratification of the curious I have i ^joined 

the titles of a few books in Mr. Henderfon's y, in 
fome of which the ludicrous and the horril ^ " for 
mafterfliippe do ftrive*"— The lamentable and triie Tra- 
gedie of Maifter Arden of Feverlham, who was mofte 
wickcdlie murdered by means of his wantonnc Wife, 
who hired two defperate Ruffians, Blacke \^ -Jl and 
Shakbagge, to kill him. Life and Death of ^ewis 
Gaufredy, with his abominable Sorceries, after felling 
himfclf to the Devil. A bloody Newe Yeares Gifte. A 

E true 
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counts of murders, battles, mafl^cres, mar- 
tyrdoms, earthquakes, the death of Re- 

gulus, 

true Declaration of the cruel and moft bloody Murther 
of Maifter Robert Heath, in his own houfe at High 
, Holborne, being the figne of the Fire Brande, A true 
Relation how a Woman at Atherbury having ufed divers 
horrid Imprecations, was fuddainlie burned to Aflies, 
ihere being no Fire neare her. Hellilh Murder com- 
mitted by a French Midwife. Hiftories of Apparitions, 
Spirits, Vifions, and other wonderful lUufions of the 
Devil. The Surey Demoniac, or Satan, his dreadful 
Judgements upon Richard Dugdale. A Pleafaunte 
Treatife of Witches, their Impes and Meetings. Newes 
from Italic, or a moft lamentable Tragedie lately be- 
fallen. Phylomithiey wherein outlandifli Birds, Beafts, 
and Fiflies, are taught to fpeak Englifli. Tarquatus 
Vandermer, his feven Yeares Studie in the Arte offe 
Magicke upon the twelve Monthes of the Yeare. The 
Devil Conjured, by Thomas Lodge : a Difcourfe of 
the fottille Praftifes of Divelles by Witches. The 
Miferies of inforft Marriage. Lavaterus of Ghoftes 
and Spirits walking by Night, and of ftraunge Noyfes, 

Crackes, 
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gulus*, or burning of Cranmer, particulars of 

a criounal's behaviour when broken upon the 

wheel, 

Crackes^ and fo forthe. Baylie, his Wall Flower^ a& 
it grew out of the ftone Chamber in Newgate. Ad- 
mirable Hiftorle of a Magician, who feduced a pious 
Womamie to be a Witch. And though laft, not leaft 
iri Xrove, King James^ his Dsmonologiae* 

* A writer q{ the laft. century has thrown this la- 
mentable ftory into a mod ludicrous point of view. I 
believe the lines are hot generally known : perhaps it 
will be faid they are not worth knowing ; however here 
they are :— - 

When the bold Carthaginian, 
Fought with Rome for dominion. 

Little Reg was ta'en in the ftrife j 
When his eye-lids they par'd. 
Good Lord how he ftar'd| 

And could not go flecp for his life* 

E 2 When 
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wheel, tlic barbarities Cortes and other 
zealous propagators of Ae gofpcl inflifted 
upon the Indians^ the tortures fufFered 
by the vidtims of fuperftition in the In- 
qurfition, or any event whether in, or .out 
of nature, which was cdculated to give 
ftrong and forcible impreflions.* 

By 

' When the bold Carthaginian, 
FoQght with Rome for dominion, 

Lktie Reg was ia'en in the quarFcI, 
So tfaej took him up a hill. 
And fore againft his wiU, 

They trundled him down in a barrel. 

To thofe idolaters of ancient patriotifm, and ancient 
hiftory, to whom Ah defcription may appear a {hocking 
Lifult on the memory of fo celebrated a hero^ it may be 
a confolation to recolle£l, that the beft critics and com- 
mentators, have efteemed the whole ftory of the death 
of Regulus, to be a fiftion. 

♦ If it fhould be inferred from hence that his dilpo- 
fition was cruel, the inference would be unjuft. 

MortimcFj^ 
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By the |)eniial[Qf fuch books as tfaci^ 
okjcd3 of terror bectnw familiar to his 

mind, 

• Mortimer^ the hiftorical painter, in whom were united 
the favage grandeur of Salvator Rofa, and the terrific 
graccis of Spagnolette ; who^ joined to a fublimity of 
idea, and accuracy ot delineation, not exceeded by Mi- 
chael Angela, a delicacy of pencil equal to Teniers ; 
was moft happy, and, I think moft fuccefsful, when 
Sketching, or painting obje£b, from which the common 
eye withdrew. His four paintings of the progrefs of 
vice, in the very well chofen coUe<^on of Dodor Bates, 
of Miilenden, is one example of diis truth* 

From hints in Fox's Book of Martyrs, he made a 
number of moft fpirited Iketches, in which are repre- 
, fented the fufferings of men, women, and children. 
Scorching their hands with lighted tapers, burning their 
eyes out with hot irons, and the whole e^diibition of the 
ufes made of thofe powerful engines of argument, the 
whips, hooks, racks ; but, above all, the thumb vUey bjf 
which unbelievers are fcrewed up to the proper faith. 

E 3 Yet, 
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jnind, and perhaps enabled him to exhi« 
bit with fuch warmth of colourings pof- 

traits 

Yet, with this difpofition for contemplating, and dif^ 
playing fuch objefts, Mortimer had a foul, '' Open ai^ 
day to melting charity, a tear for pity," and a heart the 
moft flifceptible of tender impreiEons. He made the 
kindeft* allowances for the errors of others, and would 
not have trod upon the poor beetle. When he erred, 
and who fhall dare to name any man as faultlefs ? his 
errors had their root in virtues which the generous 
warmth of his heart carried to excefs. Added to all 
this, he had an hilarity that brightened every eye, and 
gladdened every heart. I knew his mind well, but 
that knowledge fliould have deterred me from attempt- 
ing to defcribe it, had I confidercd that Sterne has fo 
cxaftly delineated the leading features by which it was 
actuated, in the benevolence and fenfibility of charafter 
which diftinguiflied his uncle Toby, 

In the fociety of Mortimer I paffcd fome of the hap- 
pieft years of my life, and the remembrance of the very 
intimate, brotherly, and unbroken friendfliip with which 

we 
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traits of Shakefpeare's moft terrific cha- 
raders, from which fpirits of a more 
cxquifite texture, unaccuftomed to the 
contemplation of fuch objefts, would 
Ihrink with horror. For I believe thofe 
who have hearts of fuch fufceptibility as 
to receive impreffions of joy, love, or 
grief, in an extreme degree, are by no 
means the moft eminently qualified for 
communicating thofe impreffions to an 
audience. A man whofe feelings are fo 
alive as to overbalance the diiproportionate 
ftrength of his mind, becomes liable to 
be awed into forgetfulnefs, the paffions are 
pverwhelmed in a ftorm of their own 
E 4 raifing, 

we were united until his death, afFords me one of thofe 
melancholy pleafures which may be felt, but cannot be 
defcribed — ^A tear drops at the recoflecaion. The lofs 
of fuch a friend leaves a chafm in one's life and hap- 
pinefs, which is very, very, rarely filled up. 
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ralfing^ and the ador drowned in a deluge 
of his own tears. The mind wrought up 
to real tendemefs, lofes, in fonae meafure, 
the power of expreffing that which is fic- 
titious^ and excels of fenfibility defeats its 
own purpofe. * There is a point to which 
the pailions muft be raifed^ to diiplay that 
exhibition of them which fcatters conta- 
gious 

* This may be thought at firft fight to clafli with the 
maxim of Horace ; but, maturely confidered, may per- 
haps be found nearly to coincide with it. 

I am told this is not the philofophy of the green-room, 
notwithftanding which, I fufpedlthe contrary opinion to 
be the philofophy of the diftaff. To fay, though with 
the utmoft dramatic dignity of emphafis, 

^ Hej muji^ have^ feelings wh^ makesy others^ fid)!Z 

May be replied to by, 

^ Who driven fat oxen^ fiiouJd bimfelfbefot.*'' 
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|;Ious tendcmcfs through the whole Thca- 
tre, but carried, ** though but the breadth of 
a hair," beyond that point, the pidnrc 
becomes an overcharged carricature, as 
likely to create laughter, as difFufe diftrcfs. 
. There is a certain term in the mind which 
is exadly proportionate to produce lympa- 
thy, beyond which limit, or within it, the 
eflfed ceafes to be produced* * 

The 



* It is a general opinion} that a good player muft 
have a (bund judgment^ and conceive his author's 
jneaning before he can exprefs it ; yet I have feen in- 
ftances where nature having denied an underftanding, 
has kindly given what did well enough as a fubftitute, 
and paiTed mufler before an audience very decently* 
Thefe inftances, indeed, were many years ago— I be- 
lieve I— but, inftead of an opinion, I venture an anec* 
4ote, and let the gentle reader draw his own con« 
cluilon. 

When 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 58 ) 

^ The power of mimickry which Hender- 
Ion poflefled in a moft eminent degree, 

and 



When the late Mr. Reddifli's indifpofition of minj 
rendered him Incapable of fulfilling his duties at the 
Theatre, and he was by his inability reduced from a fa- 
fciry of twelve or fourteen pounds a week, to an income 
rf feventy pounds a year from the fund, fome of hi& 
frier^ds made intereft with the manager to grant him 
a benefit. The play advertifed was Cymbeline, and 
Mr. Reddilh was announced for Pofthumus. He 
was to pafs an hour previous to his performance at a 
boufe where I was afked to meet him. He came into 
the room with the flep of an idebt, his eye wandering 
^tnd his whole countenance vacant, I congratulated 
bim on his being enough recovered to perform. Yes, 
fir, replied he, I (hall perform, and in the garden fcene 
I fliall aftonifh you !-*-In the garden fcene, Mr. Rcd- 

iifh ? 1 thought you were to play Pofthumus.-— 

No, fir, I play Romeo.— My good man, faid the gen- 
tleman of the houfe, you play Pofthumus. Do I, re- 
plied he ; I am forry for it."" However what muft be, 
muft.be. At the time appointed he fet out for the 

Theatre, 
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«id exercifed with that indifcriminate iic- 
gligent Iportivenefs, which meaning no 

evil. 



Theatre. The gentleman who went with him, for he 
was not capable of walking without a guide, told i^c 
that his mind was fo impreft with' the chara£ler of Ro- 
meo, he was reciting it all the way, and when he came 
into the green-room it was with extreme difficulty they 
could perfuade him he was to play any other part^ 
That when the time came for his appearance, they 
pufhed him on the ftage, fearing he would begin 
with a ipeech of Romeo. With the fame expectation 
I flood in the pit clofe to the orcheftra, and being fo 
near had a perfedl view of his face.* The inftant he 
caihe in fight of the audience his reeolleftion feemed 
to ^return, his countenance refum^d meaning, his eye 
appeared lighted up, he made the bow of modeft re- 
fped, and went through the fcene much better than 
I had ever before feen him. On his return to the 
green-room, the image of Rdmeo returned to his mind, 
nor did he lofe it until his fecond appearance, when the 
moment he had the cue<^ he went through the fcene, and 
In this weak and imbecile flate of his underftanding, 

performed 
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cvS, feared no confequenccs, was the Iburcc 
of fbmc inconveniences^ which led him to 
repent having difplayed it in the unguarded 
manner l^e frequently did. 

Mr. 

performed the whole better dian I ever (aw him be- 
fore, and it was a character in which I had feen him 
often, and never contemptible* But he appeared to 
much greater advantage then, than when he had the 
full exercife of his reafon. His manner was lefs af-« 
fuming, and more natural. After that time he never 
performed. 

It brought to my recolleftion an anecdote I have heard 
of his late majefty, who, naming an officer that he 
intended ihould command in an expedition of fome 
confequence, was told by the Duke of Newcaftle that 
" the gentleman was by no means eligible for fo im- 
portant a ftation, being pofitively mad." Is he, replied 
the king, he ihall go for all that, and before he fets put 
I with to my God he would bite fome of my Generals, 
and make them mad too." 
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Mr* Garrick was at this time the ob- 
jea of his imitation, and not much gra- 
tified with the freedom, nor much dif. 
pofed to ferve the perfon who took it; 
under thefe circumftances an introduaion 
to him was difficult, his different friends 
were therefore fought out and applied to" 
for their intereft. Among other a:pplica- 
tions, one .was made to the late Paul 
Hiffernan, of dull memory, who was at 
that time one of the attendants at the ma- 
nagers levee. 

When the name and intention of Hen- 
clerfon was announced to Hiffernan, he 
looked in his face with the utmoft gravity 
for half a minute, and then, like a drill 
ierjeant giving the word of command, voci- 
ferated ** Fleafe to ftand upon your pins J* 
^—Henderfon ftood up. — Mr. Hiffernan 
did the famcc-— »Now, lays he, young 

gentlepian. 
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.gfentleman, FU foon fee if you'll ever make 
an adtor*— ril fbon fee whether or not 
you 'are fit for the ftage. Then ftalking 
with folemn dignity to a table drawer, he 
opened it> and took out a ball of packr 
thread, from which he iirfl cut off a long 
piece and tied the knife to the end, by 
way of plummet, this done marched up 
to the young candidate, and having firll 
got upon a chair, to be the better able 
to reach, held the packthread to the top 
of Henderfon's head, and let the knife 
drop to the ground, by which it was now^ 
fctti he intended to try how tall he was. 
This ceremony over he defcended, took 
out of his pocket a two foot rulC;, and 
meafured the length of the packthread; 
then putting on a mofl melancholy " coun- 
tenance, ftiook his head, and exclaimed, 
** young gentleman, I am forry to mor- 
tify you, I am very forry to mortify you^ 

but 
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but go your ways home^ fct your thoughts 
upon fomewhat elfe, mind your bufinefs^ 
be it what it will, and remember I tell 
you, for the fock or bufkin you won't do ; 
— ^you will not do^ fir, by an inch and a 
quarter. 

This inuft be acknowledged to be fome*- 
what in the fpirit of Serjeant Kite, but 
it was Paul's mode of meafuring the ta- 
lents of thofe who afpired to the ftage. 
— Excellent critic r* 

A theatrical veteran, whofe abilities have 
been looked up to by the laft age with 
admiration, and are regarded by the prc- 
fent age with aftoniihment; whofe judg- 
ment was thought matured by time, and 
whofe decrees were uttered with that firm- 
nefs and oracular dignity, which confounds 
if it does not convince, and filences where 

it 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 64 ) 

it cannot confute, was rcquefted to hraf 
Mr. Henderfon rehearfe, point out his 
errors, and advife the beft method of im- 
proving his recitation. " Sir," fays this 
Ariflarchus of the drama, ** Sir, the young 
man has genius, but the firft thing he 
does muft be to ««learn all that he has al- 
ready learned^ until he does that, he cannot 
learn to be a player." 

So fevere was the fentence of this Neftor 
of the green-room, but even this, did not 
deter the ftage-ftruck hero from his the- 
atrical purfuit, he had the true enthufia*. 
ftic ardour which gains ftrength from op- 
pofition; every difcouragement feemed ra- 
ther to encreafe than abate his eagernefs; 
and as accefs was not to be had to Mr. 
Garrick, he endeavoured ^o obtain an in- 
trodu6tioh to fome of the other managers. 
But managers, like minifters of flate, were 

not. 
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not^ fae found, very willing to hear, $nd. 
when they did hear^ not very eaiy to 
pleaie* 

One obje<fbd to him^ that ntvtr having 
been upcm any ftage, he was uniludied in 
his parts^ Another excellent judge of the 
£ngli(h language, that in reading Pope, he 
made verfe of it. A third, that his voice 
was not ftrong enough for the ftage* A 
fourth, that his fpeaking was hulky, and 
his tones too fa,U* 

F He, 



* His continual imitation of Mr. Qarrick^s voice, 
mig^t^ Uia degree, contribute to give' his own a rcfem- 
blance of it^ and that imitation was formed upon tones, 
which, melodious as they had once been, began to con- 
trail the hulkinefs fo commonly attendant upon old age« 
His fo frequently repeating fpeeches in the manner of 
FaJftafF, gave what die £unte critic calls a farncfs of 
tone. 
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He, however, had firiends^ who renewed 
application to Mr. .Garrick, and the ma- 
nager's good underftanding feemed tahave 
vanquiflied his refentment, for he heard him 
rehearfe, faid^. that his voice had neither 
ftrength. nor modulation enough for the 
London ftage, but advifed him tp try his 
powers at a country theatre, for the purpofe 
of forwarding an introdu<3:ion to which, he 
would write to Mr. Palmer, then manager 
of the Bath company, who gave for anfwer, 
that he fhould have an engagement, if ap- 
proved of by Mr. Keafeberry, who was then 
director of a corps dramatique at Richmond. 
Mr. Keafeberry heard and approved, and, 
in September, 1772, Mr. John Henderfon 
was enrolled as one of the Bath comedians 
for three years. 

The firft year he was to . receive one 
guinea per week 5 the fccond, one guinea 

and 
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and a half j and the third year, two guineas* 
Befides this enormous falary, he was to have 
an annual benefits 

. The obje<a of his ambition attained^ he 

trembled with apprehenfion, doubted if his 

figure was fufficiently important, queilioned 

if he was grounded enough in any one cha- 

raifter to venturje it before the awful tribunal 

of the public, arid could he have protrafted 

Ixis entree {or another . year, would raoft 

■gladly have done it : fo, gre^t was his dread 

of difappoiritment and difgrace> that he af- 

fumed the name of Courtenay, and, under 

the proteftion of that name, made his coup 

(teJfai?X Bath, on the 6th of Odober, 1772, 

in the part of Hamlets 

The writer of this went With a number of 

friends from London to Bath, to fee the 

debuf oi this young candidate for the dra- 

F 2 matic 
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Htetic laufat, i^feofe apprelichfions were fo 
ilive, and whofe fears were foexceffive, that 
it was with difficulty he advanced upon the 
flage^ and made his fkft bow to the au-* 
dience. They received him with that in- 
dulgence which is fo generally exercilbd to^ 
young performer, and whcm he %oke, gave 
that ftill refpedtful attention, which is per- 
haps a ftronger teftimony of ^ approbation) 
than the thundering clapping of a thopfmd 
hands. But of the gratification which re^ 
fuhs from this mode of applauie, he had z 
large portion at the end of each ad: ; and 
before the ccHKlufion of the firft, his fears 
were fo fitf difpelled, and his terror fo much 
iiibfided, that his underftanding recovered 
its natural expanfion; and although his 
powers had not attained their full maturity, 
yet the ftrorig traits of judgment he dif. 
played in conceiving the outline of the part, 
the feniibility and feeling he exhibited 

through 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



< 69 ) 

ifejrpVgJjL ^ wJfciolc of l^c performance, jthe 
ftCfijurjcy of his articulation, 9nd the proper 
jpc^Qdula^tion of his tones, marked then;ifelveg 
Its diftinftly as they did at any liibfequent 
period. 

In that fiery ordeal for dramatic candi- 
dates, Hamlet's advice to the players, he 
manifefted fo clear a conception of his 
author, with fo much cafe and propriety 
of recitation, as difplayed his power of 
diicrimination, and gave every right to 
augur the excellence he afterwards at- 
tained.* 

Old 

♦ When the perfbymance ended, I went into the 
gxecn^rooipnT^h^t the reader of extreme, delicacy. avo^d 
this note; or, if fl>e rej^sit^ TOtjaccufeine.^f pjn^^^ 
the proper warning. 

F 3 ^f. 
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OldMr.Gifiard, under whofe management 
Garrick made his firft'' appearance, and 
who had been witnefs to the dramatic riffe 

of 

Mr, Henderfon's predecefTor, in the charaAer, was 
Leey who ufed to play It in a fuit of black velvet, much 
too la^-ge for Henderfon ; he was, therefore, under the 
neceffity of performing it in a fuit of black cloth. Ex- 
treme agitation occafioned a perfpiration. The coat 
was wet as if it had been *' Immerfed in the ocean/' 
The performance ended, Hamlet refigned his habit to 
the keeper, of the wardrobe, yirho received it with afto- 
nifliment and horror -, hung it to the fire,^ lifted up both 
his hands, and exclaimed, in the true nafal tone of a 
parifli clerk, " Heaven blefs us all ! what a forry fight 
is h^re : 'twas the Lord's mercy he did not play it in the 
black velve t ■ . i t would have raifed all the pile. They 
may talk of Mufter Lee, and Mufter Lee, and Mutter 
Lee, but Mufter Lee is nothing to this man — ^fbr what they 
call perfpiration." A perfon prefent obferved, that the 
Jevereft critics muft acknowledge the young gentleman 
had played the charadlcr with great warmth, if not 
with fpirit, 
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of many of the moil diilinguifhed aftors. 
Who, in the courfe of a long life, had 
feen the dawnings and progreflive exer- 
tions, of numbers whofe abilities had been 
fan<Stioned by public approbation ; Mr. 
GifFard thought his talents of the firft 
magnitude, defifed to be gratified by a 
morning's reheard upon the ftage, when, 
with the fpirit of prophecy, the old man 
foretold the future eminence of the young 
aftor, returned to Ealing, and died in a 
few days^ 

Mr. Henderfon performed Hamlet a fe- 
cond time a few nights afterwards ; his 
feelings are defcribed by his own words, 
in a letter which he wrote to a lady in 
London, and his reception;^ in fome which 
he wrote to a clergyman, with whom he 
correfponded in the neighbourhood of 
London, 

To 
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To Mrs. I- 

Batb, C^obert^b^ 1772. 

I AM obliged to you beyond my powerft 
of expreffion, for your kind folicitudes on 
my account. I hafte to anfwfer them.— 
J had a very full houie to the iecond 
Hamlet^ and I played it much better thaa 
when you law me, when my terror funk 
my figure and impaired my animation.— 
I had a better audience ftill laft Tucfday' 
to Richard, which (although I was more 
frightened then ever) I was much ap* 
plauded {oc, 

I.am a great favorite here, if being fol- 
lowed at the Theatre, and invited to pri- 
vate 
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irate parties among people of confequence^ 
are proofs of it.— I never took any thing 
kinder in my life than your coming to fee 
me ; it was a mark of attention^ friend- 
ihip^ and regard, that, as I am confcious 
of not altogether deferving, delighted me 
exceedingly— It would have delighted me 
ftill more to have deferved it. But that 
you know is my fault— It ihall be cor- 
redbed. You will find me very different 
in my manners. 

Will you give my kind iervlces to Mifs 
■ ^ thcHigh ihe is a forry jade and 



don't deferye them^ for'£he has the info- 
lence to let my lettw remain unanfwered. 
Yet, upon recoUeftion, there may be kind- 
ndk in it, flie may not be wilKng to engage 
^e in a correfpondemce to which I am un-- 
«qual. Adieu, my dear madam. — This is a 

villainous 
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villainous fhort letter^ but I muft break it 
off, 

^ Left Bcncdi£^ fhould enter full of fear.'* 

J. COURTENAY, 



To the Rev. Mr, D- 



Baf&^ gtb OStober^ ^772^ 
Dear Doctor, 

YOU are among thofe of my friends 
whom I. cannot fuffer to be unaddrefs'd by 
this opportunity of Mr, I 's returni 

He will tell you my fuccefs, and you will 
feel that pleafure from it, which a mind 
and friendftiip like yours, cannot but feel, 
from the applaufe and approbation con- 
ferred on all you efteem and patronize.— 
I know, my dear fir, that I am very near 

your 
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your heart, and I thank you, 1 efteem you, 
I love you for it* You diftinguiihed me 
when none-elfe wouldj you encouraged me 
when others bore hard upon me. Never, 
never can I forget the kindnefs of your 
conduft towards me— Something too much 
of this* You muft excufe the fhortnefs of 
this letter, I have many to write, and very 
little time— -—Will you honour me with a 
line ?— I cannot fay that I will anfwer it, 
but I will reply to it,— —You will re- 
member that niy ftage name is Courtenay^ 
to you, my dear fir, I will never fign any 
other than the name you gave me. I 
value it on that account, and therefore 
fubfcribe myfelf, 

SHANDY, 



Tq 
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To Mr. Henderson. 

2^ti November^ lyjz. 
Dear Shandy, 

I cannot well defcribe the pleafure I 
received from the news of your fuccefs, 
without fome danger of expreffing myfetf 
in terms which, by the invidious^ might 
perhaps be conftrued into flattery. This 
is one reafon why I have not anfwered 
your letter before, and . not prefled for- 
ward among the firft lift of your congra- 
tulators. 

Your letter, as it feems to have been dic- 
tated by a generous heart, which accepted 
the will for the deed, does you more ho- 
nour than all your talents, brilliant as they 
are, and would to heaven my power had 

been 
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t>eeii equal to my inclination, to render 
you any eflentkl fervices. All friends hwc 
join in the general joy at the favourable 
account of Mr. Courtenay's reception* 

As you know my real opinion of your 
genius and abilities, and that I never had 
any doubt concerning your fucccfs, pro- 
vided your voice would hold out, it would 
be ridiculous to take up your time in pay- 
ing compliments to that merit which I 
hope will ibon be as conspicuous to Ae 
world, as it long ago was to me. 

I truft you will not think the (hort ad- 
vice which I am about to give, to be alto- 
gether impertinent; although your prudence 
and good fenfc may render it unneceflary. 

Beware then, my dear friend, of the in- 
toxication of applaufe, and remember that 

, great 
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•gfeat application, perfeverance. Caution^ and 
continual eiForts to improve, are principal^ 
if not the only fteps which can fupport you 
in your afcer>t to the fummit of a lafting 
fame. 

I hope you will avoid every fpecies of in- 
-temperance, particularly that of the tongue.- 
- Do not defpife the old adage,* however trite 
it may be : viz. " Many a man hath facri- 
ficed his friend for his joke/' Be the player, 
but be the player no where but upon the 
ftage. Out of the verge of the theatre, low 
buffoonery from a comedian, I hold to be 
-errant proftitution. Why fhould not he be 
as much the gentleman as a perfon of any 
other profeffion ? 

I mean not to lay any reftraint. Shandy, 
^ upon the genuine fallies of innocent humour 
. and wit, but upon that kind of pleafantry 
. . and 
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end ridicule, the objeft of which is the de- 
gradation of charadler : a vein of mirth 
which fpecioufly pretends to exhilarate the ' 
ipirits, whilft it infidioufly wounds the 
heart. 

Are you not ready, by this time, to break 
oUt, and to exclaim in the language of rage 
and impatience, ^' Something too much of 
this preaching, my dear Doftor — you do not 
xx)nfider that my cars are now open to no 
founds but the thunders of an applauding 
audience, and my eyes accuftomed to read 
nothing with pleafure, or with patience, 
but the billet doux of fome love-fick lan- 
guifhing nymph/' 

May you, my dear Shandy, in your 
public performances, be always received 
with the. heart-chearing plaudits of the ju- 
dicious. 
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dicious^ nor ever by your private conduct 
forfeit the efteem and approbation of the vir- 
tuous and good* 

I am, &c. 



To the Rev. Mr. D« 



Batif, Dec. 25, 1772. 
My very Dear Doctor, 

IT is fo common a thing to fill letters 
with cxcufcs for their fliortnefs, and apolo* 
gies for want of time, that I am almoft 
afhamed of doing it, and yet the true realbn 
I have not replied to your friendly letter, is, 
the intenfe fatigue of my fhidies, together 
with the vifits I am obliged to make ; for 
I find it necelTary to be as attentive to my 
reputation out of the theatre as in it ; and 

don't 
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don't think me vain, if I fay, that the mob 
niy acquaintance is extended, the more my 
reputation is fencreafed-^— Enquire of me, 
Doftor, I am confident you can hear, no- 
thing of me which can diigrace your virtues 
to be in friendfhip with, or* your genius to 
have diftinguifhed. I am in intimacy with 
a great many people of the firft rank and 
genius in Bath, and my connexions are too 
polite to admit of the low buffoonery you 
caution me againft. I am now fituafed to 
my heart's wifh, I converfe with men of 
letters, and am well received by them ; I 
am in high favour with the manager, for 
which fee my letter to J. I——, a few 
days ago* 

I have refumed my own name in a Pro- 
logue, written for me by a gentleman of 
great talents, and a painter, though not a 
painter by profeffion. "His genius is like 
G the 

Digitized by VsOOQlC 



( 82 ) 

^e Dryades and Hamadryades, embofbmed 

« 

in woods and fields. In plain Engliih, ht 
is, perhaps^ the greateft landfcape painter 
we have : 

* By heaven^ and not a majtir taught.** 

I muft tell you fomething which I know 
will plcafe you. I am perfedly altered in 
my manners. I can now be gay and merry 
without being very licentious. I am wil- 
ling to owe this to your advice, becauic you 
are among the few from whom it is not very 
|>ainful to receive obligations* 

I have been on the ftage three months, 
and I have played ten different charaders, 
all of the firft importance j this will fl^ew 
you how I pafs my time, and con- 
vince you that it is not poffible for me to 
have many leifure hours. Mn Garrick has 

done 
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done me great fervices by writing of me to 
ieveral of his friends here. I intend to write 
very ibon to diank him for them—- 1 thank 
ApoUyon for his remembrance ; make mine 
to him^ and to alt yom* family. 

I am^ &c. 

J. HsKOCRsoir* 



O « T« 
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To the Rev. Mr., D— — . 

Dear Doctor, 

I Wifh to reply to your laft friendly letter, • 
but I have little or- nothing to fay, and fcarce 
any time to fay that little or nothing in. It 
is needlefs to take up much time or paper, 
inaiTuringyou, that I have a very great, and 
almofl filial afFeftion for you ; for I might 
fay that in three words, and tell you, I am 
grateful. 

. I^ have played Lear with very great appro- 
bation, which I know will pleafe you, and 
I continue to be received with refpeft, and 

even 
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even friendfhip, almoft wherever I go. You 
may be aflured I will forget none of your 
excellent monitions to preferve this, and in- 
deed I am fo far altered that I feldom jeft, 
and ftiU feldomer ridicule. I have every 
reafon to be fatisfied with having come here, 
for I could not have been more happy, t 
think, any where, and I do not doubt 
>ut that it will be for my future ad- 
vantage. 

The manager, I believe, efteems mc, for 
no man can be more diftinguifhed than I am 
by him. *********** 
**^**^^^^^^^^ 



, I am extremely obliged to you for your 

offer as to the ClaJJicks^ and I hope to fliew 

you in the fummer, that I wifh to improve 

G^3 by 
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hy yoar tnilrudions. You mult, have pa- 
tience^ if I iometiioes diicover too much 
miicellanepus nimbling. I will be as at- 
lentuTf u i can. 

I am, icc0 



fj. H£N]>ER«<»N. 



In 
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In the couiie of this leaibn, the mana* 
ger finding his new performer attra<9£d 
die atten(;ba of the pubhc^ introduced him 
in near twenty^ different charaders^ to many 
of which he muft have been very une- 
qual.* 

He however became popular, wasfpoken 
of by the title o( the Bath Rofcius, in 
high eflimation with the frequenters of 
the Theatre, and diftinguiihed by the 
£riendihip and prote<ftion of men, whoie 
approbation will always confer honour and 
G 4 create 

♦ I have not a rccoUeiiion of diem all, but die princi- 
pal were ^amlet, Richard the Third, Benedi£t, Macbeth, 
Bobadil, M^iich he attempted, and very fuccefsfully 
performed, in tfaa manner of Mr. Woodward ; Bayes, 
Don Felix, Earl of Eflcx, Hotfpur Fribble Lear, 
Haftings, Alonzo^ and Alzuma s he aJ^^i^^^^ Gai*^ 
rick'9 Od^ 
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create envy,* and in confequence of tiiis 
was moft unmercifully abufed in the Bath 
papers both for what he did, and what he 

did 



* Lord Ne wnham, whofe tafte is not left diftinguiflied 
than his rank. — ^Mr. Gainfborough, whofe portraits; 
exhibit, not merely the map of the countenance, but 

' tbp charadler, the foul of the original. -^^is'landfgap^s^ 
—But to name wgrks >vhich fafcinate and delight every 
eye, is to praife. Mr. Philip Thicknefle, whofe partiality 

- is the more valuable, as it is neither lightly or indifcrimi- 
nately beftowed. Of his warm regards, and friendly zeal, 
Mr. Henderfon, as well as the writer of thefe anecdotes, 
received many proofs. Mx. Taylor, very properly dif- 
tinguilhed, as the painter " by heaven, and not a matter 
** taught;" and though laft mentioned, ever firft in 
kind and attentive fervices, the author 'of the Weft Iiu 
dian. 

The 
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did not do * How far their fatires gave 
uneafinefs to the objedt they were aimed 

at, 

* The following little Epigram was written^ I be- 
lieve, by a gejitl^man of Bath, who afterwards became 
3 partial friend to Henderfon, and who is a proof, that 
good fenfe and candour is open to conviftion, for he ac-* 
knowledged that his fentence was too har(h. 

^EXrEMPORE, 

On Mr, CoURTENAY*s attempting to recite Mr* 
Garrick's Jubilee Ode, on the 9th of Dec. 1"]"]%* 

When Courtenay fpouted Garrick^s Ode, 
How did the man miftake his road j 
And void of all the rules of art, 
piftraded rave through every part. 
Tearing his lungs, 'till out of breath, 
Wild as the witches in Macbeth, 
Whilft the old Bard who ftood behind, 
Attentive on bis arm reclin'd, 

Affe£ted 
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$t, will appeftr by an extract frtxn a let^ 
tar, dated 24th. May 1773. 



ASEhBtci at the murtherM tale 
Tjrembled> and as bis ghoft look'd pale. 

1 dKnight the cloud-capt towei^ and all 
The gorgeous palaces would fall 
With Shakeipeare off his pedeftal. 
For the whole fabric tottering ihook 
From its foundations when he fpoke ; 
Garrick him&lf, had he been by 
Had died ■ b ut not in esctacy*. 



1 



To 
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To Mr. J .. 

■ ■- There is a writer here 



€€ 



who has difcovered no talent^ (but judg- 
ment in his jQgnature) called the Invalid, 
who has, I hear, abufed me and my Pro- 
logue,* which has iaved me a few fliU^ 
lings, for I was about to hire fomebody to 

fatiiize 



* A Prologue be fpoke Md December, ijjt^ upon re- 
Cmdn^ bis own name, which £oUows : 

^Writl:^ by JpHW Tayior, Efq. of the Circus.) 

WHEN fir jl the acivent'rous bard fi^ds forth to 
view, 
Thieve early iketpbes whidi widi care be drew ; 
When he, poor man, i^ lines uncouth and lame, 
Juft ventures out a C9ii4idate for £une^ 

Trembling 
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latlrize mc into public converi&tion ; the 
people here having agreed to applaud mc 

without 

Trembling, he dreaHs a damned i^ott*^ fete,* • 
Tlie judges fhrug — ^the carping critics hate. 
Some partial friend, jufi at this anxious hour^ 
With chearing gaiety's reviving power. 

Laughs at his doubts "Nay, prithee don*t recede^ 

^ake courage man [ — My v^rord for't you'll fucceed j 
Out )vith your works, and let the world decide 
On their true nierit — ^while your name you hide/* 
This fancy ftrikes his weak diftrafted brain, 
He fmiles, and fimpering, fays, he'll write again. 
Aye ' b ut have patience, Tom, his friend replies | 
The world — the world, my lad, has piercing eyes 5 
Mankind firft try — ^by them alone be chear'd. 
Their praife be courted, or their cenfure fear'd. 
— —The piece gomes ojut by Tom, John, Dick) or 

Harry, 
No matter which — ^perhaps it may mifcarry. 
But no — the learn'd approve and praife the ftyle. 
The ladies read it — ?'?n the critics fmile. 

Straight 
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without much enquiry why or wbeie- 

fore* , 

Mr, 

Stxaiglit to his friend he runs, to tell the news. 
The world, dear fir, my work with pJeafure views ; 
The firft edition, fir, I juft nowhear. 

Is quite run off a fecond will appear. 

And fince that met the applaufe I wifh'd to feel. 
May I not now my real name reyeal ? 

Ye candid fair, while wav'ring here I ftand. 

In fad fufpence— O lend a helping hand ; 

May I, protefted by your foftering care," 

When critics murmur, to your court repair; 

I have, alas ! on this wide fea of fame, 

Launch'd my poor bark, under a feigned name. 

That if your frowns foretold a boifterous gale, 

I might in time have lower'd my Ihiv'ring fail i * 

Have foon retreated from the ftormy main,. 

And hopelefs fhrunk into my port again. 

May 



« Shiverlngi a Tea tenn when a fall is AOt wholly filled with tho wiad^* 
mt quite aback, as the feamen fay, • 
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' Mr. Coknan has done me ibme £crnce 
of diat fort, for which I always bow vcpjr 
low to him, and. he takes it for reipedt.* 

The 

May your kind &vour ftill to me be (hewn ; 
My merit pteads not-<-Hn[iake tl)e ad your own ; 
And fin€e you've deign'd to approve my weak cflays. 
From princely Hamlet^ down to puzzling Bayes^ 
I now, with tremibling hand the malk refign. 
And hence appear before this beauteous Ihrine. 
Courtenay no more F 

name fo flattering to my fame-fick heart, 

1 bid ferewell— we now, though friends, muft part* 
To thee thy borrower grateful tribute pays. 
With &ee, he hopes, not now to lofe your praife* 
Shine ftill propitious !— -Still your (miles renew. 
And Courtenay's pains in Henderfon review; 
Perfeft the work that's now but rudely (brm'd. 
And fave the fruity which in the bud you warm'd. 

* Mr. Cohnan faid, when Henderfon performed 
Shylock, his drefs was fi> (babby it feeiMd juft bonxwed 

from 
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The tide of partiality being high in' hit 
favour^ he had in contemplation the por^ 
chafe of a . fourth ihare in^ the Brifhd 
Theatre. The money was provided, whefi 
he declined embarking in the Scheme, £x 
reaibns which appear in the following 
letter. 

To 

from a pawn-broker, and gave him die Idea of a blade 
J^ear." 

This cenfure falk with more weight upo0 the manu 
ger of the wardrobe, than the performer^ and bears 
more refemblance to the cavil of a French tajlor, diaa 
the candid critique one would have expeded btff^ die 
author of due Jealous Wife. 
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To Mr. I r- i 'r ,.^ 

Sunday Nighty Nov. i, 1772* 
Dear FriSnd^ 

THIS is the information I have ga* 
thered. The moft money that has been 
paid for any fhare has been four hundred 
pounds. There are fpur partners at 400L 
each, and one of^them (the not aifling ma- 
nager) has forty pounds a feafon allowed 
him for his intereft of the 400I. together 
witl|the freedom of the Theatre for himfelf; 
family, and friends. Three hundred pounds 
a feafon is paid for the rent, and the fifty 
proprietors are admitted gratis to all per- 
formances whatfoever at the Theatre, which 
is thought much overloaded* It was rather 
a lofing fcheme to Powell and Holland. It 

h 
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is known, that Mr. King loft above eighty 
pounds the feafon he held it ; and the laft 
feafon, 'tis faid, each partner loft between 
one and two hundred pounds. 

The whole property belonging to the 
partners, of clothes, fcenes, &c, is ftippofed 
to be worth under a thoufand pounds, and 
there are only two years to come of the leafe. 
There are three votes of the three ading ma- 
nagers in the conduft of the theatre. 

There is no patent, which fubjeds the 
managers to this inconvenience, that as their 
performers are not engaged by forms of law, 
they can quit them when they pleafe. 

Thefe are the informations I have col- 
lected. It really does not ftrike me as any 
tiling fo devoutly to be wifhed for. I can 
never ceafe to love you, my dear friend, for 
H the 
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the extreme folicitude you exprefs on thiai 
account. I really feel your zeal to ferve me^ 
will, from its precipitance, go too far. I 
am myfelf utterly unqualified to manage 
players, and I muft be at the difcretion of 

Do, pray Jack, weigh it well. I have 
thefe informations from an authority you 
could not doubt, if I were at liberty to 
mention it — I am perfuaded, that if I chu^ 
to play in the fummer at Briftol, I may 
make almoft my own terms, and then I 
have nothing to lofe. * 

It will be a great charge upon my mind^ 
and I have need of all the time, attention 
and ftudy, I can have, to preferve the re- 
putation I have got here. Another thing 
is, I fhall want fome recefs from the fa- 
tigues of the feafon, and my chief hope and 

ambition 
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ambition is, to pafs the rummer with you, 
and my other friends. 

There may be foon a thne when your 
kindnefs may find a more ierviceable ecer- 
cife, and I am affured from your extreme 
goodnefs in this, that it will not lofe any 
of its ardour. You will obferve, that four 
hundred pounds is the moft that ever was 
given for any ihare, md /!>e ajks 400I. 

I am of a patient, philofophical temper, 
and can live as well upon the little pittance 
I have as if it was larger, at leaft 'till xRy 
acquaintance is fuch as will require an ad- 
ditional expence in clothes. 

In three words, I have not let my heart 
upon it J on the contrary, if it is fecured 
for me, I fhall enter upon it with trepi- 
dation and doubt, I know L— — grounds 

H 2 ^ his , 

155848 o«,:zedbvCoogie 
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his opinion of its fuccefs, upon the favdurablc 
reception I have met with here, But the 
people- of Briftol, I fuppofe, are like other 
people^ capricious, iijcpnlUnt, 

The theatre was fupported, it fecms, by 
them for one feafon, but -after that it flaggeij 
pven when Powell was there. 



Adieu, the bell rings. 



/, COURTENAY. 



WhcD 
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When the Bath theatre clofed^ he re-» 
turned to London^ and in his hours of un^ 
guarded plcafantry, frequently gratified him^ 
felf and friends by ludicrous imitations of 
the different performers, particularly Mr^ 
Garrick, who being informed that Hender- 
ion's voice was fuch an echo of the green- 
room, invited him to a breakfaft, and re- 
quefted a fpeciincn of his art. The three 
firft examples were Barry, Woodward, and 
Love, and happy would it have been for 
Henderfon had he concluded there* Mr^ 
Garrick appeared in extacy at the imitation - 
but. Sir, ^d he, you'll kill poor Barry, 
flay Woodward, and break Love's * heart ! 
Your ear muft be wonderfully correft, and 
your voice moft Angularly flexible— I am 
told you ba'vf me. Do, my dear Sir, let 
me hear what I am, for if you are equally 
exadl with me as with Barry and Woodward, 
I Ihall know precifely what my peculiar tones 
H 3 are— 
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ZTC'^Hender/on excufed himfelf, by dying, 
that Mr. Garrick's powers were fuperior to 
imitation, that he would not prefume t6 at- 
tempt it, and begged leave to decline fo ha- 
zardous an undertaking, in which he was 
cpnfcious any man muji fail ; but the other 
two gentlemen preiEng him to comply, he, 
** in evil hour confentedj* and gave imita-- 
tions from Benedidl. The voice was fb 
exaft as to delight the two auditors— But for 
Mr» Garrick ; he fat in fuUen filence for half 
a minute, then walked acrofs the room with 
an exclamation, *' that egad, if, if, if that 
was his voice,- he had never known it him- 
felf ; for, upon his foul, it was entirely dif- 
fimilar to every thing he conceived bis to be^ 
and totally unlike any found that had ever 
ftruck upon his ear until that moment." 
So very unfair judges are we of whatever 
touches our own vanity, and fo fore at what- 
ever wounds our own pride. 

The 
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The great hero of the drama, the min 
upon whomi if we may believe Paul White- 
head^ the tafte and virtue of a poliihed nation 
depended^* could not bear to contemplate 
his own figure in the mirror which he often 
held up, and where he was delighted to 
view others; 

Tremblingly alive, he fhuddered at the 
Ihadow of ridicule, and felt as much from 
the apprehenfiort of d paultry epigram bv 
an obfcurc news~papCT^^ribbler,-'il^]pl^^ 
would have don€('iroi» a voltime of iatire 
againft himfelf/with^the name of Churchill 
in the 




^'^^pl^l^ouM wifh to poffefs fuch excels 

*f irritability ? He ferioufly complained Mr. 

/ • .- 

' H4 Henderfoft 



* '^ A nation's tafte depends on you, 
" Perhaps a nation's virtue too/' 
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Henderfon went about the town taking 
hiih off, and that he pofted him in every 
company. 

A confcioufnefs of his own well-earned 
celebrity might have furniflied him with 
fufficient armour againft fuch attacks, and 
upon many other occafions he feemed to 
poflefs this confcioufnefs in a very high 
degree. 

. Previo'iis' to thi4 Jtoie, Mr. Pingo, by 
diredion of Mr. GarricK^ engraved a me- 
dal, on one fide of whicl^was the ma-^ 
nager's head. On the reverfe yiree figures, 
that refembled plague, pefl:ileTO< and fa-^ 
mine, more than what they were ml 
to reprefent, namely t/)e three Graces, wi^ 
this modeft infcription, 

" He has united all your powers,'* \ 

This 
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This being by a gentleman to whom Mr. 
Garrick had prefented it, fhewn to Hender- 
fon, when at my table with a number of 
his friends, he repeated the following little 
impromptu, which I think deferves the name 
of a good epigram. 

Three fqualid hags, when Pingo formM, 

And chriften'd them the grac£i ; 
Garrick, with Shakefpeare's magic warm'd, 

Recc^niz'd foon their faces. 

He knew them for the /^fitters weird, 

Whofe art bedimm'd the noon-tide hour. 

And from his lips this line was heard, 
" / have unitBd all your power n^* 

So Galric^ critics all agree, 
^^ . The graces help'd thee to no riches, 
' And Pingo thus to flatter thee, . 
Has niade his graces wiflies. 



So 
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. So long was this great man accufl;orrie(i 
to adulation, it became at laft ncceilaiy id 
his dramatic exiftence^ and (o eager was 
he to intercept the ihafts that wire aimed 
againft him^ that he held up to obferva- 
tion what would, without his iaterpofition^ 
have fallen to the grounci, and funk un- 
marked into oblivion* This might have 
been the fate of the imitations, but Mr. 
Garrick gave fome confequence to themy 
and the fpeaker, by his notice.* 

Mri Henderfbn's friends had different 
opinions refpe(fting the propriety of mak- 
ing 

* I think it was Boerhaave, who being afked^ why 
he did not write anfwers to fome pamphlets which were 
written againft his medical fyftem, replied, he thought 
^f them as fparks upon the pages of his books, which he 
toly had the power of blowing into a flame, but let alone 
&ey would go out of themfelvcSi: 
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ing Mr. Garrick his model. I have in-* 
ferted two letters, in which that circum« 
ftance is mentioned, written by a gentleman 
who honoured him with his friendfhip 
and protection, the firft feafon he played 
at Bath. 



To 
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To Mr. Henderson. 

Bath, 2jth June, ^71V 

Dear Henderson, 

I F you had not wrote to me as you did^ 
I ftiould have concluded you had been kid 
down ; pray, my boy, take care of yourfelf 
this hot weather, and don't run about Lon- 
don ftreets, fancying you are catching 
ftrokes of nature^ at the hazard of your 

conftitution ^It was my firft fchool, 

and deeply read in petticoats I am, • there- 
fore you may allow me to caution you. 

Stick to Garrick ^s^ clofe as you qan 
for your life : you fhould follow his heels 
like his fhadow in funfhine. 

No 
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I^o one can be fp near him as yourfelf 
when you pleafe, and I'm fure when he 
fees it ftrongly as other people do, he 
jnuft be fond of fuch an ape. You have 
nothing to do now but to flick to the 
few great ones of the earth, who feem 
to have offered you their afliflance in bring- 
ing you to light, and to brufla off* all the 
low pnes as fail as they light upon you. 
«^-You fee I hazard the appearing a puppy 
jn your eyes, by pretending to advife you, 
from the real regard, and fincere defire I 
have of feeing you a great and happy man. 
— Garrick is the greatefl creature living 
in every refpedl, he is worth fludying in 
.every adlion.-^Every view and every idea 
of hiin is worthy of being flored up for 
imitation, and I have ever found him a ge- 
perous and fincere friend. Look upon him, 
^eiiderfon, with your imitative eyes, for 
lyhen he drops you'll have nothing but 

poor 
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poor old nature's book to look in* — Youll 
be left to grope it out alone, fcratching your 
pate in the dark, or by a farthing candle, 
«— — Now is your time, my lively fellow 
\ ■ And do ye hear, don't eat fo devi- 
liflily; you'll get too fat when you reft 
from playing. Or get a fudden jogg by 
illnefs to bring you down agaiii. * * 



^ 



Adieu, my dear H, 

believe me your's, &c, 

T. G, 
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To Mr, Henderson. • 

Batb^ July 18, 1773, 

Dear Henderson^ 

I F one may judge by your laft fpirited 
ppiftle you are in good keeping, no one 
eats with a more grateful countenance, 
pr fwallows \yith niore good nature thaa 
yourfelf. 

If this does not feem fenfe, do bat re^ 
colled: how many hard featured fellows 
^ere are in the world that frown in the 
midfl: of enjoyment, chew with unthank- 
fulnefs, and feem to fwallow with pain 
inftead of pleafure j now any one who 
fees you eat pig and plumb fauce, imme- 
diately y^^/j that pleafure which a plump 

morfel. 
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morfcl, finoothly gliding through a narrow 
glib pafTage into the regions of blifs, and 
^loiftened with the dews of imagination, 
naturally creates • 

Some iron-faced dogs you know feem to 
chew dry ingratitude, and fwallow dif- 
content. Let fuch be kept to under parts, 
and never trufted to fupport a character. , 
—In all but eating flick to Garrick ;— 
In that let him ftick to you, for Til be 
curft if you a"re not his mafter. — Never 
mind the fools who talk of imitation and 
copying — All is imitation, and if you quit 
that natural likenefs to Garrick which your 
mother beftowed upon you, you'll be flung 
Alk Garrick elfe. 

Why, fir, what makes the difference be- 
tween man and man, is real performance^^ 

and 
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and not genius or conception. — There arc 
a thouiand Garrick's, a thoufand Giardini's, 
and Fiiher's, and Abels. Why only one 
Garrick, with Garrick's eyes, voice, &c, 
&c. &c? One Giardini with Giardini's 
fingers, &c. &c. But one Fifher with 
Fifher's dexterity, quicknefs, &c ? Or 
more than one Abel with AbeFs feeling 
upon the inftrument ? All the reft of 
the world are mere hearers aind feeders. 

Now, as I iaid in my laft, as nature 
feems 10 have intended tjie lame thing 
in you as in Garrick, no matter how fhort ^ 
or how long, her kind intention muft not 
be crofted. — —-If it is, flie will tip the 
wink to madam fortune, and you'll be 
kicked down flairs.* • 

*« Think on that Mafter Ford/' 

God blefs you, 

I T. a 
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Mr. Garrick, however, as well as the 
other managers, frequently heard him re- 
hearfe both at his own houfe and upon 
the ftage, treated him with polite atten- 
tion, and ad:ed with apparent kindnefs 
and good nature. 

At one of thefe rehearfals was prefent 
Mr. George Garrick, who, being alked if 
he would ftay and hear Mr. Henderfon, 
faid he would do himfelf that pleafure, 
merely as a fpeSiator. But he found a 
very fpeedy occafion of objedion, and faid 
that in ope inflance it appeared to him 
the fpeaker miftook the chara<fter. Egad, 
my dear Brother, faid Mr. Garrick, you 
moft egregioufly miftake your own cha- 
rad:er ; you told us juft now you would re- 
main a SpeBatory you forget what you 
are, and turn Tatler*, but never mind, 

George^ 
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George, Mr. Hendcrfon, whatever he is, 
depend upon me being the Guardian. 

Some of the other managers deigned 
to think him w^ll enough for Bath, but 
totally unfit for the boards of a London 
Theatre, and one of the playefs obferved, 
that, "Though he appeared a meteor in 
the Bath horizon, he w6uld be but a 
farthing candle in the London hemifphere.^ 
The gentleman's meaning I am not bound 
to explain, for it is not neceflary for the 
coUedtor of a few fcattered anecdotes to be 
a philofopher, but I ,dare fay many of his 
friends recolledt the remark, for it was 
made in the green-room. 

Flattered by fuch encomiums, and gra- 
tified by fuch teftimonies of approbation 
from his brethren of the buikin, on the 
I 2 24tK 
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24th of September 1774, Mr. John Hen* 
derfon returned to Bath, to gather his fc- 
cond crop of Somerfetfhire laurels. 

During this feafbn he encreafed his con- 
nedions, ftrengthened his reputation, and 
to the charaders he had already per- 
formed, added thofe of Zanga, Pierre, 
Don John, Sir John Brute, Bellville in 
the School for Wives, Henry the Second, 
Beverly in the Man of Bufinefs, Archer, 
Ranger, Comus, and Othello* 

In the part of Othello I never faw hi^, 
but, by his own account, it was not fuc- 
cefsful ; and fhall we wonder at his failure 
in that which eluded the grafp of Mr. 
Garrick. It was too mighty for him. 

To Barry, the wonder working-Barry, 
and to him only, fcemed to be given the 

fuU 
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foil powers for exhibiting the markings of 
this moll difficult part. 

^ " But Barrfs magic cannot copied he,'* 

Amongft the multitudes of candidates 
who, have chofen to make their firft ap- 
pearance in this charadter, attrafted, I be- 
lieve, by its having, like Richard the Third, 
a fonorous found, and giving them a 
power of ma{king their terrors under a 
black face, how few have tolerably fuc- 
ceeded. 

The Moor, is conceived with all the tre- 
mendous dignity of Shakefpeare, and de- 
mands a portion of that fire which il-J 
lumined the mighty mafter of the drama, 
to give him body and colouring to an 
audience. 

I 3 Mr- 
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Mr. Hcnderfon informed me, that on 
his fir ft appearance in Othello, the mana- 
ger had habited him in fo ridiculous a 
garb, that he wanted nothing but th^ 
brufh and fcraper, to^ give a compleat re- 
femblance of a chimney fweeper on 
May-day, and that he was certain it ex- 
ceeded all power of face, to avoid fmiU 
ing at leaft at fo ludicrous a figure. 

This difconcerted him ip much, as to 
cheek his efFufions, of which circum- 
ftance, he never fo totally loft the recol- 
ledtion, as to appear ih this charafter with* 
out fome embarrafment. 

That his want of fuccefs was not owing 
to his want of application, will appear 
by the following letter to the Bath ma- 
nager j 
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nager ; which fhould induce us to make 
every allowance for the errors of the 
performer in a new charadter, which he 
is frequently obliged to perfonate, with- 
out time for the proper and neceflary 
confideration. 
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To Mr. Palmer, at Bath.j 

London^ Augujl 3, 1773. 

Dear Sir, 

I Have received Othello and your letters, 
to v^hicti I do not tell you that I will pay 
attention, but that / am attending to both. 
But it w^ill be utterly impoflible that I fhould 
come down prepared for adling thofe parts 
you mention immediately. I never did, nor 
cv^r fhall repine, at the quantity, or the 
variety of bulinefs you employ me in, but 
furely it muft be for your intereft as well as 
my credit, to have me ftudied in the parts 
I am to appear in, and not to let me go on 
the flage in the hafty, crude, and unpre- 
pared manner I have done. Mr. Garrick 
fays, •* he has heard that I fwaliowed my 

parts 
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parts like an eager glutton, and fpewed my 
undigefted fragments in the face of the au- 
dience." The figure is naufeous, but not 
more naufeous than juft. 

You may be affured, my dear Sir, that 

I have no powers, or faculties of any fort, 

which I would not exert in your fervice. I 

may be deficient, but indolent I will never 

be. I muft obferve to you, that a thoufand 

incorredneifes, haftineflfes, and errors^ which 

the people excufed in my firft appearance, 

will not be fo indulgently confidered the 

fecond feafon, and for that reafon I hope 

you will not expedt I fhould run thriough 

fuch a hafly fucceflion of charafters ; and I 

hope too that you will confider this obfer- 

vation not as an idle apology for lazinefs, 

but a feriotis appeal, to your judgment and 

your friendfhip . It is ten to one but you laugh 

at this, but let me afTure you, upon the 

credit 
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credit of experience, that to keep ten or 
fifteen charadters, of great magnitude, im^ 
portance and variety, diftind and llrong 
upon the mind and memory, is no trifling 
bufinefs. To learn words, indeed, is no 
great labour, and to pour them out no very 
difficult matter. It is done on our ftage 
almoft every night ; but with what fuccefs, 
I leave you to judge. The generality of 
performers think it enough to learn the 
words, and thehce all that vile uniformity 
and unvaried manner which difgraces the 
theatre. 

I faw Mr. Garrick yefterday, and he has^ 
promifed to go over fome fcenes with me 
on Monday next. 

As for Othelloy I tremble at it : 'tis a 
mighty and an arduous tafk ; but I begin 
to. take great pleafure in it, and will bend it 

to 
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to my powers, if I cannot raife them to it. 
But for God's fake, my dear friend, let me 
have time to weigh it well. Mr. Garrick 
aflRires me, he was upwards of two months 
rehearfing Benedict, before he could fatisfy 
himfelf that he had modelled his adtion and 
recital to his own idea of the part. 

You will hurt me very much, if you think 
I have any vain or idle motives for what I 
fey. I do really feel that one ftrong and 
powerful idea in the mind for a while over- 
whelms and extrudes all others, and he who 
hopes to fucceed in Othello, or any part of 
fuch dignity and moment, muft give all his 
powers of thought and fancy to that, and 
that alone, till it is impreffed upon the me- 
mory ftrong enough to remain unfhaken by 
the ftreams of lighter images which pafs it. 
You will laugh, as we both did, at fome- 
body elfe, if I intimate, it is for tke honour 

of 
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of your theatre that' I wifh to tread it with 
the marks of thinking, and arttention, and 
ftudy on me, and therefore I am content to 
folicit, as an indulgence to myfelf, that I 
may be allowed time to deliberate on my 
future charafters. This I will venture to 
fay, you will not repent agreeing to my re-, 
queft, for in the mind I am now in, I fee 
fo clearly the value of the reputation I 
hazard, that nothing can or fhall divert nie 
from the moft fedulous application. As I 
write to the friend as well as the manager, 
I will add, that my induftry (hall have your 
advantage for part of its motive. I very 
fincerely hope Mrs. Palmer wijl recover her 
health, and you your happinefs. I have a 
moft perfeft value and affeftion for you both, 
which, whether you either of you believe or 
not, I will ever preferve, and fo God blefs 
you. 

Gainfborough 
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• Galnflborough is a varlet, he promlied mc 
a miniatuit from the piifture of mine, but 
wits and genius', if they get nothing elfc 
from the court, learn their d — *— d tricks of 
promifing and forgetting. ****** 
«^«#&^**««**if&*^«* 

You are miftaken in me- I fence almolt 
every day, and ftudy much, and eat little- 
I mean compare^ to your character of me. 
I think you had better write to Mr, Garrick 
about that lady. I have not fccn Mrs. Ore- 
ville, but have heard great things of her at 
Mr. G—-S (the author), and fr®m feveral 
others, I intend to go to Richmond this 
week,. 



J. H. 



At 
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At the expiration of this fecond Bat!i 
feafon, with united teftimonies of appro- 
bation from many who were deemed good 
judges of theatric merit, he returned to 
London, where he palled the few months 
of his recefs. During this period, he fre- 
quently rehearfed, and read to Mr. Garrick, 
Mr. Foote*, Mr. Harris,, and Mr. Leake, 

but 

* At fome of thefe rehearfals I was prefent, but Mr. 
Thomas Davies has given a defcription of one of them, 
in which he exhibits fo true a picture of that moft eccen- 
tric charaSer, the late Sam Foote, that I hope I fhall 
be pardoned for inferting it. 

* Before Henderfon left London, he was advifed to 
try if Mr. Foote would not give him an opportunity of 
fhewing himfelf at his theatre in the Haymarket. Two 
friends accompanied him to North End, Our modern 
Ariftophanes welcomed the vifitants with great civility ; 
but fuch is the volatility of his genius, that it was not 
poflible to announce the errand immediately : he muft be 

permitted 
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but his fate was to find all of them, 
** Damn with faint praife." 

It 

permitted to indulge Tiis peculiar humour, and to let off 
a few voluntaries, before he could be induced to hear of 
any bufinefs whatfoever. Foote's imagination is fo 
lively, and his conceptions fo rapid, as well as exuberant, 
that his converfation is a cataraft, or torrent of wit, hu- 
mour, pleafantry, and fatire. The company had fcarcc 
unfolded their bufinefs, when he gave them the hiftory 
of Sir Gregory Grinwell and Lady Barbary Bramble, 
The whimfical fituations into which he put his charaflers 
with his lively and farcaftic remarks, threw the com- 
pany into convulfions of laughter. 

*' However, Henderfon's friends thought it was now 
time to flop the current of Mr. Foote's vivacities, by 
informing him of the reafon of their vi/it. One q{ 
them took the lead :— 

" Sir, our young friend, the Bath Rofcius, would 
think himfelf extremely happy to have the opinion of fo 
acknowledged a judge of theatrical merit as you are ; 

X he 
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It was, however, the earneft wifh of 'his 
friends, that he fhould appear upon the 

London 



he wifhes you would permit him to rehearfe a fceue of 
a play." 



« Well, Sir, what are you for, the fock or the 
bulkiiiy? rU be hanged if you are not quite enamoured 
of that bouncing briniftone Tragedy/ *-^Mr. Henderfon 
is not confined, Sir, to either. — " Stick . to the fock, ' 
young gentleman ^ the ojie is all nature, and the other 
all art and trick. Tragedy is mere theatrical bombaft, 
the very fungus of the theatre. Come, Sir, give us a 
tafte of your quality." — Here Henderfon began a ipeech 
in Hamlet ; when Foete, turning round to one of the 
company, faid, "Have you not heard in what manner 
this impudent little fcoundrel has treated me ?"— " I 
proteft. Sir, I don't know whom you mean." — " No, 
where have you left your apprehenfion ? Let me but tell 
you what a damned trick he ferved me lately, by lending 
-me a large fum of money." — " Confider, my dear Sir, 
the time grows late, and we are to dine in town." — 
" No, no," faid Foote, " you fhall dine with me upon 

a ftewed 
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London ftage, and try if the public wpttld 
be more indulgent than the diredlors of their 

arnufements ; 

a ftewed rump of beel^ aiid a diOl of jGih.'* Now Mr. 
Henderfon begins. , Well, once more he endeavoured 
to open, when behold, an unlucky joke, a pttite^hiftoire^ 
fome droU thought, df fome unaccountable idea, pre- 
vented the difconcerted aftor from difplaying his powers 
of elocution : his cafe was now become extremely 
pitiable. 

However, alFter hearing this flngular genius read an 
aft of his new comedy, take off Lady Betty Biggamyj 
* recite the whole trial of himfelf and George Faulkener, 
ridicule the Irifli Lord Chief Juftice Robinfon, for con- 
demning his, Peter Paragraph for a libel^ fpeak a Pro- 
logue in tbe charafter of Peter, laugh at our moft cele- 
brated orators of the bar, mimic the members of both 
Houfes of Parliament, tell fome ludicrous ftories of Cap- 
tain Bodens and the Irifh chairman, Henderfpn was 
permitted to repeat, without interruption, Mr. Garrfck's 
Prologue, which he fpoke on his firft appearance, after 
his arrival from the Continent. This being no cari-- 
iC mature, 
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amufemcnts J but this ftep he himfelf was 
not very earneft to take, unlefe he could be 
received upon terms, which it ^yas not very 
eafy to procure. By terms, I do not meaiv 
falary ; that was not the principal obje<3:> 

but 



caturc, but a genuine and fair rcprefentation of the great 
Rofcius*s manner, without the leaft exaggeration, we 
cannot be fiirprifed that it did not make any impreffion 
upon Mr. Foote j however, he paid the fpeaker a com- 
pliment upon the goodnefsbf his ear. Dinner was now 
announced ; every thing was princely, and in fplendid 
order. Wit ilew about the table :• I mean Mr. Footers 5 
for I would advife every man that has any wit of his 
own, who (hall have the honour to dine with this gen- 
tleman, to bottle it up. for another occafion; for he is 
himfelf mafter of enough, and to fpare, for ten com- 
panies. I need not obferve that many portraits were 
drawn, and fome of them in a mafterly ftile. 

When Hendeifon took his leave of him, he whifpered 
one of the company in the ear, " that he would not doJ^ 
Mr. Foote confirmed die death-warrant that bad been 
already figned by Garrtck^ Colman^ Harris^ and Leake. 
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but exemption from being forced upon cha- 
radters for which he was unqualified, in 
which his confeqiifnt failure would have 
blighted his budding honours, and funk 
him into the obfcurity he fo much dreaded* 
Somewhat chagrined at the reception which 
had been given him by the monarchs of the 
theatre, in September, 1774, he returned 
to Bath. 

That his mortiiication had not wholly 
fubdued his pleafantry, appears from the 
following letter, which he wrote a few days 
previous to his leaving London, to a friend 
who was then at Margate, 
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To Mr. li 

LondoHy Sept. 21, 1774. 

A S there is an exprefs coming to thee, I 
fliall write, otherwife it would not have been 
worth thy while to have paid a groat for what 
thou haft fo often paid for before, and that 
is my love. I hope thou art become an 
inhabitant of the deep waters by this time,, 
and wilt give me an account of the vege- 
tation of coral, and the venereal amufements 
of fharks and lampreys ; — fay nothing to 
the women, but tell me privately, whether 
the porpoifehath that amorous alacrity which 
the fat ones of the earth fo much wonder 
at, and whether there be any fuch thing as 
conjugal fidelity among the herrings and the 
lobfters of the ocean. As for the reft, 
thanks for the draft, which I ftiall not ufe, 

hecaufe 
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becaufe forefeeing that the waves would cling 
longer about your waift than you at firft 
imagined, I applied to your friend H. 



Adieu, 
J. HENDERSON. 



P. S. I fet out from your houfe for Bath 
on Sunday morning. My week's bufinefs 
is as follows : Monday, Hamlet j Tuef- 
day, Benedict; Wednefday, Belville. 



K 3 His 
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His reception at Bath was in the higheft 
degree gratifying. Men, to whofe decifions 
the world paid implicit obedience, diftin- 
guiftied his talents, invited him to their 
tables, and admitted him as the companion 
of their feftive hours, where his eafy hu- 
mour and lively^ pleafantry enfured him a 
moft welcome reception. But this plea- 
fantry was not fufficiently guarded. In the 
hours of merriment and laughter, he was. 
often afked for imitations, and Mr. Garrick 
being the Magnus Apollo of the drama, 
whofe adtions were obvious to all, and of 
whoie manners no pne Was ignorant, Mr, 
Henderfon was frequently requefted to ex- 
hibit him. The inconveniences he had 
formerly felt had not taught him caution ^ 
* he continued the fame practice, and with 
more accuracy than prudence, gave the little 
ftories of the day, and entered fo forcibly 
, into the mannex of that great man, tliat 

every 
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every hearer was ftruck with the refem- 
bknce. This was a freedom Mr, Garrick 
could not forgive. For a young theatrical 
adventurer, upon a country ftage, and confe* . 
quently dependant upon him for an intro- 
duction to Drury-lane, to make his pecu-* 
liarities the objeft of imitation, was a fin 
never to be forgiven, and perhaps one fource 
of the difficulties he found, in his attempts 
Sit an introduction to a London theatre. 

At Bath he, however, encreafe4 his dra<# 
matic reputation, and performed in ciflier 
play or farce, four or five times ^a week^ 
He added to his lift of charadlers, amongfl 
many others, thofe of Ford, Pofthumus^ 
Shylock, Lorenzo in the Spaniih Friar| 
Sciolto, and Morcar in Matilda* 

Many of his friends thought he was 

wafting that time at Bath which^ might be 

K 4 employed 
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employed with more advantage to his purfe, 
and without hazard to his reputation, in 
London ; but he himfelf reafoned fomewhat 
differently, and, iij this inftance, evinced, 
that a cautious prudencej^^ quick eye to 
what coi^flituted his own intereft, and a per- 
fevering judgmeat to puffue it, were ftrong 
traits in his charafter^ 



The newfpapers of the day gave a very 
ierious recital of this bufinefs, with all the 
dignity of hiftory, and all the air of au- 
thority ', but as thefe grave writers were not 
perfedlly mailers oidata on which to ground 
their arguments, they have ccnfured him 
for errors of which he was not guilty, 
jind defended motives by which he was not 
fiftuated, 

His 
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His own reafonings may, I fhould ap- 
prehend, beft appear from his own letters, 
written to different friends, with whom he 
then lived in habits of the moft unrefervcd 
confidence* ' 



To 
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To Mr. I , 

Bath^ October 2^by 1772% 

My most dear Friend, 

DON'T think me carelefs of your 
advice, or of my own affairs, becaufe I 
did not write to you by return of the 
poft. The importance of the matter, 
made ftill more important by your inter- 
ference, refolved me to think moft deliber- 
ately and attentively on it, before I formed 
my conclufions. — I have now, I think, 
coniidered it amply, and compared the 
advantages with the hazards — you Will be 
convinced, that no money interejis have 
influence on my decifions, when I tell you, 
that I have refolved to ftay here fome time 
longer. — '* What has then ?" you will afk* 

•»— Reputation^ 
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— Reputation .^ — '^ Reputation, fay you, my 
good friend, why that will be loft in Bath, 
and London will eftablifti it." I think not 
fo, and I will tell you why. Nothwith- 
ftanding I have played forty parts here, there 
are not more than five or fix which I dare 
ofifer to a London audience, on account 
of the fame I have acquired, — So fmall a 
numbefr will not carry me through a 
ieafon, and if they would, I could not have ^ 
them to myfelf, becaufe I fhould not be 
allowed to kefep even thofe parts, as it is 
a rule in London, not to difpoflefs any 
performer of thofe charafters which he is 
thought in any degree to deferve to fup- 
port, — I muft then be forced upon -others 
in which I have no merit, or none that 
will fupport the name I have got, and you 
would have the mortification to fee your 
friend^ finking into infignificance, ajpi liv- 
ing a kind of rent-icharge upon the The- 
atre, 
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atrc. No advantage of benefit whatever^ 
would compenfate that. The reafons I 
give for flaying here, are, I think, power- 
ful ones* I am not ripe enough for 
London, and what a fool of a gardener 
would he be who fhould fend a balket of 
green peached to market, when, if he had 
ilayed a little while longer, he might have 
fent them ripened and rich flavoured. ** A 
foolijh figure y but farewell it, for I will 

ufe no art.'' 'You Jack, and myfelf, 

and all my friends, have miftaken my ta- 
lents — we ufed to think that their live- 
linefs and vigour would force them into 
reputation, but I find now that they re- 
quire the moft fedulous correftion — In fhort, 
I muft ftudy, and I will make this place 
my college, 'till I have brought my ta- 
lents to be much more like perfection than 
they ain at prefent, that you and the reft 

of 
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of my friends need not blufh at the en- 
comiums you have either filently, or openly, 
beftowed upon me. If you was to fee 
me play Hamlet now, you would fcarcc 
know if to be the fame perfon you faw 
before, . and thofe who do fee it now^ will, 
I hope, ibon be convinced that they fhall 
. fee it ftill better. It is a real truth, that 
I feel my mind enlarges, and my powers 
invigorate very fenfibly— you'll fay, would 

they not do the fame in London ? 1 

anfwer, no. The continual pradice I am 
in here is of great advantagje to me — I' once 
thought it an hard/hip to be forced upon 
io many charadlers, I think fo now no 
.longer, being convinced that almoft eveiy 
part I play, however unfuited to my na- 
ture, and however ill I may appear in it, 
does me good ; in London it would do 
me harm ; for this reafon : there are com- 
puted 
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puted to be thirty diiFereilt audiences m 
London, here there are but two at the 
utmoft, and thofe of them who fee me 
to a difadvantage one night, fee me to ad- 
vantage the next.-^I appeal to the world 
whether I am lofing myfelf here. 

As to falary, that will be raifed, and 
Palmer has told me, that a bank-note of 
fifty pounds is ready for me, when 1 
pleafe, for my fervices laft year. I ^^ill 
foon convince you, my kindeft friend, that 
I want no money—It is true that I have 
not any, but confider, I am a ftudent— 
when I have gone through my clafles, 
and can give a good tranflation.of Shake- 
fpeare to the world. I will publifh it, 
and I will prefent you with a copy, 
bound and gilt, if riot lettered, in as 
good a calves-lkin as I can procure. 

Adieu, 
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Adieu— ^I will reply to the Dther 
parts of your letter when I have more 
leifure. 

J. HENDERSON. 



To 
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To Mrs. I 

Bath, 22d December, ly J ^. 

I AM fure by your letter that it was 
written in the very fpirit of friendfhip, 
and I have not been more gratified a 
great while than in reading it. I tliank 
you moft earneftly for your concern and at- 
tention to my interefts : to fliew you what 
confidence I have in your fincerity and fe- 
^r^ffy (though the foolifll world will not 
allow that virtue to your fex) I will explain 
to you more private and perfonal reafons for 
my not being eager to come to London, 
than I have written to E— , or to my 
deareft J — -7-. They are not for the world 
to know, and E and Jack may fhew 

my 
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Hiy letters to them, to all the world, iy my 

choice-. . ' ^ 

You are to know then that I think 
Mr. Garrick has aded very illiberally and 

ungentlemanly in my regard. 1 will tell 

you how. Mr. C - d fent to me the 

other morning, after my playing Benedidt^ 
to compliment and applaud me. He 
told me that he was aftoniihed at my 
performance, that Mr. Garrick had pre- 
pared him for a very different opinion.— 

Mr. C d then fhewed me a letter 

from him, wherein he* fays, ^* See Hen- 
<lerfon n>ore than once, and give me your 

rear opinion of him.'' Mr. C d 

did fo, and that opinion was the moft 
kind and favourable that could be imagined. 
Yet Mr. G— -— took no manner of 
notice of it, though he conftantly wrote 
to. Mr. C— ^d, Mr. Garrick then 
L tamper^i 
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tampers with E— — — , whom you know 
th« honour of being thought; of Mr. Gar- 
rick's counfel would incline to any thing. 
He immediately tells Jack and my friends 
what a favourable opportunity there is for 
tne, and they, eager to ferve me, think 
I fhould jump at it, Mr, Garrick, then, 
to ufe a fcripture phrafe, " Ploughs with 
my i&^j^r."— — Now the fcheme appears to 
me thus in Mr. G- ■ -'s plan. Let 

Henderfon be tempted by his friends, and 
by his own ambition, to come to London, 
he will then apply to mcy and I can make 
my own conditions, he will then be con- 
fidered as one whom I ptronize, and pro- 
ttSt ; whereas if I apply to him, he will 
make conditions with me, and from my 
acknowledging the want of him, I can-^ 
not have him at my beck, 

I did 
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I did not however fwallbw the bait fo 
greedily as was imagined ; and the con- 
fequence is that Mr. George Garrick has 
applied to me, but for the reafons I have 
written my dear I ■ - , I declined his 
ofier. When L talk of conditions, I defire 
to be underftood, my friend, that I do not 
mean pecuniary ones, if they had been 
my objedt I fhould not ftay here. To give 
you ftill farther proof that the/ are not, 
Mr. C' d told me the other night, 

that he was afliamed of the part Mr* 
Garrick had a<fted in this afiair, and that 
he would undertake to get me whatever 
terms I pleafcd at Covent-Garden, which, 
he added, was the houfe I muft thint of 
whenever I came to London. * * ^f^ 

'Jp Tw * *i^ ^ * Tfr 7(r ^ 7(c 7(c tJp "v ^ 

wiflies too, he fays, that L would not 

make my engagement for fo long as three 

L 2 years^ 
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yearsy but I ought not to regard that, ' 
becaufe if I make myfelf of real importance, 
the forfeiture of my. articles will be no 
impediment to my leaving Bath, and if 
I do not make myfelf of real importance, 
neither you nor any real fripnd will wilh 
to fee me there. 

As to porting Mr^ Garrick, I have 
explained the whole affair to George Gar- 
rick, who was fatisfied, and Palmer wrote 
to Mr. G. to take the whole fault upon 
himfelf, if there was any fault. So that 
Mr. Garrick cannot be difpleafed with 

-<i» He, He. ^ .Hi JbL. 4lt Jie, Jk ^e. 

fY>A "^ ^ ^ V yff ^ ^ ^^v 

1 hope a little time will convince 

you that I am right. 

Mr. C— — d . behaves to me with 
remarkable complaifance and. reipeft, and 
laft. night, after my playing Shylock, he 

came 
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came to me, and faid that he wad- fbrry 
he could not ftay here long enough to in- 
tercft himfelf at my benefit, that he fhoidd 
regret leaving* Bath without giving fome 
inftance of the refpefl: he- had for my ge» 
nius, and return for the pleafure it had 
given him^ he therefore offered me i new 
Tragedy for my benefit, if I thought it 
would advantage me. 

Since this is a letter » of private fenti- 
ments, you muft allow me to indulge ft 
little vanity, and pleafe myfelf with telling 
you, that Lord N ' m, a nobleman who 
commands the tafte of a numerous party of 
literati, and of wits, &c, came behind the 
fcenes to me laft night, with two other 
gentlemen, to thank me for my ShylocI^ 
and hia lordftiip was pleafed to fay, it was 
the moft finished piece of afting he ever 
faw, and that it far exceeded Macklin's, 
L 3 In 
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In one wor d > i f I thought I ihould 
never be a better adtor than I am, I would 
not helitate to be in London, but I will 
endeavour to make myfelf refpedable and 
important before I come, 

I hope, my very dear friend, that you fee 
my condudt and my reafoning in a right 
point of view, and I flatter myfelf there 
is fome refolution and firmnefs in my 
mind, fince I can refift fo alluring a temp*- 
tation, and * 

^ Stick to poverty with peace of mind^^ 

Declamations, are often and reafonably 
fufpedted of having no other motive than 
the glitter of period, or the loftinefs of 
language, but I a£i^ as well as argue. 

God 

DiSitized by VjOOQIC 



( 151 ) 
God blefs you, my good glrl^ I have 
written to an immeafureable length, but 
I would have you poffefled of my rea- 
fens for the feeming negligence of my 
conduft in this affair. 



']. Henderson^ 



L4 To 



Digitized by V3OOQ1C 



( is^ ) 



To Mr. It . 

Bathy Dec. 26, 1774^ 

SOMEHOW or other, my dear Jack, 

neither you nor Mrs. I- fee this aiFaif 

right. In the firft place, Garrick did not 

defire E s to bid me make my own pro- 

pofal^ or if he did, E— •— s did not explain 
that to me. Thefe are his words—" I faw 
Mr. Garrick this afternoon ; we talked of 
you.^ He aiked me, if you wiftied to play 
the cnfuing winter at Drury-lane, and if fb, 
why you did not write to him ; that if you - 
two could agree, " be was ready to engage 
youJ* 

In the next place, ye are wrong in fup- 
pofing that Mr. George Garrick called on 
me ; be did not. I met him in the ftreet, 

and 
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.and that morning a paragraph had appeared 
in the Bach papers concerning my having 
refolved to renew my engagements here^ 
Mr. George Garrick's words to me, after 
the firft falutations, were, as nearly as I can 
recoUedt ; " I had a letter from my brother, 
defiring mc to call upon you, and hear if 
you had any thing to propofe for the next 
winter, but as I fee by the papers you have 
engaged again here, if is very we//." I re- 
plied, that I had not figned articles, but 
that I had almoft promifed Mr, Palmer to 
ftay with him, becaufe I thought this a very 
proper JcJdqo/ for me-— I then explained to 
him the nature of the miftake about pofting 
his brother, and we parted. 

I wonder you can think / bear myfe/f 
too high^ when I confent to ftay here a 
poor proviijpial, when I might be at a 

theatre 
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theatre in Loiidon. I Can quote as well 
as you : 



-« thou keep'Ji mfrom the light:' 



Again, 

" ^ tmjharingfpoil before the field is won j 
** Clarence Jiill breathesy Edward Jitll lives and reigns^ 
" When they art gone^ then muft / count my gains/' 

I have this morning had converfation with 
Mr. Cumberland j he advifes me to engage 
here, but only to engage from year to year- 
he promifes to procure me an engagement at 
either theatre, equal to that of Smithy or 
Reddijhy or Lee. The only dread I have, 
is, that of being put upon inferior charac- 
ters — 'till Garrick leaves the ftage, I mujl 
at his theatre. There is more in the pof- 
feffion of characters than you feem to think. 
Mr. G. Garrick himfelf told Mr. C— d, 
that I fhould have two trial parts ^ but they 

afterwards 
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afterwards mufl: devolve to their p.refent pof- 
feflbrs. Do only, my beloved friend, think 
w^hat I muft do f&en. 

You know, whilft you urge the town as 
a reafon to me, that the town do not imter-- 
^re. How was Lee, whom you will allow 
to have merit, and who Jbad more than he 
/?as, I believe 5 how, I fay, was he forced 
upori infignificant parts ? I have feen his 
name in the bills for Don Join, in Much 
jiio about Nothing. 

What is urged as to my being under 
Mr* Garrick's directions, with regard to im- 
provement, is a very powerful argument 
with me not to be with him. I have been 
this two years labouring to lofe the refem- 
blance of him, which had like to have 
ruined me for ever, and ftamped me with 
the diigrace of mimickry, and now if I was 

with 
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with him, I fliould re^gaxn all that would 
confirm that character to the world, and iii 
my beft of praife fhould be called a very good 

copy. I ihall fee Mr, C d after the play 

this evening, and then I will write more. 
I fhall ftipulate with Palmer, that I will 
play only on fuch nights as the company, 
I mean the gentry, are expedted, and to re- 
linquiih fome certain characters, and only 
to engage from year to year. It is the 
opinion of my Lord Newnham, and many 
of my friends of that rank in life, that I- 
ought not to go to London while Garrick 
is there. 

I am but juft beginning to be talked of — i 
^"^-^Parties will, in time, be made in my 
favour by people of rank and power, but it 
muft be done by time — ^^the protedion and 
the influence of five or fix noblemen, will 
avail me more than any tjiing ; however, I 

have 
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have commiffioned Mr; C— — d to nego*' 
ciate for me, fo far as to know Mr. Gar- 
rick's real intentions towards me, but on 
no terms whatever will Iconfent to be liable 
to infignij&cant eharafters. You cannot, 
my dear Jack, you cannot imagine, how 
foon I might be ruined in London, if I am 
in the power of thofe who meditate my 
ruin-~for God's iake, only confiderwhat kn 
irrecoverable fliock it would be to be obliged 
to return to Bath, or to lay at the back of 
the theatre- on a falary of bounty more than 
merit. As to Mr, Garrick's patronage and 
friendihip, I have no right to expedl it. If 

Mr. G had meant to patronize me, he 

would have done it at frji, and not have 
fent me to this place, which, though it was 
as prudent a meafure as could be planned, 
for me, I re^Hy^ieUeve Mr. Garrick did not 
conjider^ My reafpns for this belief, are, 
that he con^hntly fpeaks in my difcredit, to 

thofe 
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thofe whom he ever {peaks to at all about 
me, A circumftance which you fhould con- 
lider maturely as I have done. The cafe is 
fimply this : I have great merit, or I have 
not. If I have, it fhould entitle me to a 
relpedlable coniQderation. If I have not^ I 
ought not to be feen in London, and.lofe 
the fame I have there. Oh ! but fay you 

and Mrs. I , " Shandy, why will you 

be fo proud, there is a fecond rate fame and 
profit in the theatre, with which you fhould 
be content as yet'* — I do not think fo. 

— ^ " Th' afpiring blood of Lancafler 

has not funk in the ground."-f- My talents 

are 

t The letter, to which this is an anfwer, began with 
the following quotation : — 

"What! 

" Will th* afpiring blood of Lancafter fink in the- 

ground ? • 

<^ I- thought it would have mounted.'* ' 
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arc not of that caft ; though I have acquired 
great reputation in Richard^ I fhould make 
a very infignifipant figure in his good coufin 
of Buckingham. Hamlet too would fup- 
port mey but I cojuld never fupport Horatio, 
and fb on. 

J. H. 



T# 
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To Mr. I——. 

Bathi Jan. 2, IJJ^* 

Dear Friend, 

I N confequence of the letter 1 told you 
1 wrote to Mr. Garrick, upon which 
fubjedt alfo Mr. Taylor wrote, Mr* Gar* 
rfck writes thus to M.v^ Taylor^ 

^' Dear Sir, 

*' I received laft night a letter from you, 
*'^ and another from Mr* Henderibn, upon 
*^ the fame fubjedl— I fliall therefore beg> 
*^ that this anfwer to you may ferve for both» 
*^ In my opinion, your propofal would be 
*^ a very injurious one to Mr. Henderfon— 
*' gan he or you believe, that his playing 

** gnly 
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" only twice, a different charader too each 
" time, would give the public a proper idea 

" of his merit ? The diffidence and ap- 

** preherifion, natural to a performer of feel- 
** ing, might make him incapable , of ihew- 
" ing his talents and powers the firft time 
" upon a new ftage, and upon which the 
" great and eftablifhed eftimate muft be 
** put upon his merit ; fhould his fears 
** prevail too much, which are ever ftrongeft 
**.with aftors of keeneft fenfibility, he 
" might be effentially hurt — could Mr. 
** H. have an opportunity of performing 
*• ten or twelve different charaders, his ge- 
" nius would have fair play, otherwife, as 
"his well-wiflier, I proteft againft the 
" other fcheme. * * * * 

****** 
* * * . * * « 



* 



M *t i£ 
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*^ If Mr, H. chufes to be with me, 
^* why fhould he not chufe three parts, 
" Hamlet, Shylock, Benedick, or what he 
" pleafes to appear in next feafon, and to 
*' have elbow room to difplay all his tra- 
•^ gick and comick powers, I will either 
*' come into certain terms with him, or 
** conditionaly as he and his friends pleafe. 
♦* I can lay no more, or offer any thing 
^* fairer, or more for his intereft.-^I pro- 
** teft againft the other partial manner of 
^' trial, which can be of no fervice to the 
** manager, and may be of great prejudice 
*<Mr, Henderfon, 

I am. 

Pear Sir, 

YourS;^ &c. 

, D, GARRICK/* 
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Now^ Jack, you know as much of the 
matter as I do.— What fliall I do ?— What 
propofals Ihall I make, and what anfwer 
ihall I give ?— You know very well, and 
fo do all my friends, that the fpirit of my 
defign to ftay in Bath was to make myidbf 
mafter of fuch a number of principal cba^ 
roBers^ as would fecure me from the dan- 
ger of being employed in infignificant or 
improper ones ; by improper^ I mean fuch, 
as however important or reputable, do not 
come within the compafs of my abilities ^ 
fuch for inftance is Romeo, &c.— By being 
put into either, I conceive the little fame 
I have got would be ruined, and I fhould 
be in a much worfe fituation than if I 
had never ventured upon the ftage, . Mr, 
Garrick's letter indeed now feems to open 
me a fecurity from that danger, and in my 
own mind I would leave to him all other 
terms ^ than thqfe of cboojing my charaSfers. 

M Z I care 
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I care not how often I play, but Mr. 
Garrick may be led in his candour to ima- 
gine, I have fucceeded in more charaders 
than I really have.— Do, my dear Jack, 
lay this before my friends, and conjult and 
determine for me. I fay this not becaufe 
I think your own decifion infufficient, but 
becaufe I hate to w^rite the fame Iqtt^s to 
different people— ^-there you fee I have the 
honour to refcmble Mr, Garrick, 

J. H- 



To 
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To Mr. I 

Bath^ January 23, 1775* 

AS I find that lady has told you fome cir- 
cumftances about my negotiation with Mr* 
Garrick, 1 now fend you more. 1 wrote, 
indeed, by the very aext poft> to defire her 
not to acquaint you with any part of it 'till 
fhe heard farther from me> b^caufe I had a 

letter from Mr. C d> which feemed to 

open a new negotiation* I have not time to 
copy it here, but its purport was, that he 
wiflbcd the pajl differences might be forgot, 
and the curtain dropped 5 I wrote in anfwer, 
that " I was very willing to forget all that 
had paft, but that fuppofing the curtain nvas 
dropped, the power of raifing it> and open- 
ing a new fcene of negotiation, was not in 
me; that, if through Mr. Cumberland's 
M 3 means^ 
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means, or by Mr. Garrick's own diredlons, 
any propofals were made to me, I would 
give a'^fpeedy and diredt anfwer.*' 

In confequence of this, I this morning 
received a letter, written hy Mr. Garrick to 
Mr. C— — d, wherein he fays :— 

** I cannot alter my opinion of Mr. 

H liS propofals, but I fay no more of 

them ; '■ you feem to wifli he fhould make 
his appearance upon our ftage — As I have 
not feen him adt, and cannot guefs at his 
merit, which is fo varioufly fpokcn of, I 
will agree that Mr. Henderfon fhall perform 
any two parts at the beginning of next 
feafon, which he fhall pleafe to fix upon, 
anti afterwards upon others that we fhall 
both agree upon. After he has performed 
ten or twelve times, and the public voice 
will be known, two gentlemen, one chofen 

by 
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by him, and one by me^ fhall fix upon his 
(alary for the feafbn $ but> upon their dif- 
agreement, a third may be called in^ and 
he muft deterriiine the difference* 

'* To make Something certain for Mr. 
Henderfon and the refcrrces to go upon, 
fuppofe we agree that his falary fhall not be 
lefs than^w pounds a week, nor more than 
teriy for the feafon> with a benefit* After 
his falary is fixed, he mufl become like the 
other performers, fubjedt to my manage*- 
ment wholly'.'^ 

It will not be neceffary to copy Mr* 

C d*S letter to me— he advifes the 

fcheme, and thinks I fhall be fafe in the 
experiments 

Now, my dear Jack, you mufl know, 

ihztjive pounds a week in Iiondon, is not 

M 4 much 
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much more than four pounds here, becaufe 
we are paid every week, from the beginning 
ofourfeafon'tilltheendofit, alike; whereas 
in London, all Lent, and during thofe weeks 
in which the houfe is open only f&ree nights 
in the week, the pay is but half. — Obferye, 
that Garrick only propofes to engage me ai>e 
year, and at the end of that he might dif- 
grace or lower me at his pleafure. If I ftay 
with Palmer, I engage for three years, and 
have three guineas a week— befides the ad- 
vantage of the improvement that conftant 
adting of capital parts muft unavoidably 
give me, 

Mr. Taylor is now in London, and I have 
juft had a letter from him, wherein he lays> 
after having feen Mr. Garrick play, ** De- 
pend upon- it you will be received whenever 
Garrick retires from the ftage, with great 
eclat 5 I am more convinced of that now 

than 
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than ever. It will not do for you to at- 
tempt riling on the ftage as they do in the 
armyandnavy, byfeniority; you muft come 
out at once a comet, and not be content 
with appearing as a twinkling ftar, liable to 
be obfcured by every little cloud that flies 
before you. To drop the metaphor, your 
talents muft be fo well improved and ripened, 
that any flight imperfe<ftions will be infl:antly 
overlooked, and your friends, the judges and 
true critics, be able to bear down the ill- 
natured remarks which will always attend 
true merit." 

lamfure, mymofl:dear, my mofl: worthy 
friend, I fliall impofe a grateful taflc upon 
you, when I beg you to vifit Mr, Taylor at 
his brother's houfe, and talk the matter over 
with him. I Ihall write by this pofl: to 
prepare him for your vifit, and afterwards 

fend 
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fend ttie with all the fpeed you cart, youf 
opinion and advice* 

You can have no conception of the 
anxiety of my mind in this afFain I 
dread London, I dread Garrick, I dread 
tnyfelfi. 

I truft you with all the vanities of my 
heart, and will therefore fend you the be-** 
ginnings of thofe letters I made to youw 
You will fee by their dates how I ad* 
dreiTed you. There is no time, no hour 
hardly, in which I do not think of you 
with the fincereft and moft folicitous 
regard. 

God blefs you — I have not time to cor*- 
red what I have written* 

J. HENDERSON. 

With 
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With Hcnderfon's conduft, in the coilrife 
of the foregoing tranfailions, Mr* Garrick 
was highly offended ; accufed him of an in-* 
folent attempt to ufurp his province, take 
the management out of his hands, and dic- 
tate fuch terms as no acftor of the moft efta- 
blifhed reputation had ever prefumed to 
offer. This accufation Mr. Henderfon 
warmly difclaimed ; declaring, that the only 
motives which influenced him, were, that 
attention to his own fame which every man 
ought to preferve, and that attention to his 
own fafety which the frequent condud of 
managers to performers, gave fome reafon 
for 'j and which his duty to a public, who 
had honoured him by their approbation, to 
his friends, -who had diftinguiihed him by 
their partiality, and to himfelf, fully jufti- 
fied. This reafoning had no effedt upon 
*Mr. Garrick, and the hopes of an engage- 
ment at Drury-lane, were for the prefent 

wholly 
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wlioUy given up. But one of his friends^ 
wifliing him in a fituation where his talents 
would have the encouragement they defefved, 
made application to Mr. Harris, who ap- 
peared pleafed at the overture, and eager to 
engage him, which Henderfon being in- 
formed, offered his fervices upon the J&me 
terms which had been prefcribed by Mr* 

Garrick, and received for anfwer, that if he 

* 

had any thoughts of continuing with Mr: 
Palmer, the London manager "would by ho 
means, come between them, whatever might 
be the eventual advantage to Covent-garden 
Theatre, and without waiting for an anfwer 
from Henderfon, though he might poflibly 
have heard from his friend Mr- Palmer, ab- 
folutely declined entering into any treaty with 
him, let the refiilt of the Bath bufinefs, 
then pending, be what it would. 

This 
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This feemed to bar the door of Covent- 
garden Theatre, and his firft determination 
was to quit Bath, and pafs a few months 
in France; but a prudent attention to his 
own intereft, and the confequent timidity 
of mind, which dreaded being without an 
engagement, operated fo far, that he en- 
tered into a new agreement with the Bath 
manager. 



To 
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To Mrs, I i 

Batb^ 2^h Feb. ijy^^ 

DID not my narrative inform you that 
I had pofitively refufed ftaying with P ■ ■■ 
If you have not obferved it then, I 
do aflure you now that / have. I fent it 
him in writing, and I will hold my promiib 
to you and my friends, 

I have not the leail doubt but P — — r 
bath obftrudted my engagement at Covent^ 

Garden, 

^ And will no doubt with reafons anfwer it^ 
^ For Brutus is an honourable marty 
V So are they al/^ (xU honourable men** 

I certainly 
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I certainly will do as you advlfe, and 

I think myfelf very happy that I have 
fuch counfellors as I cannot oppofe with* 
out forfeiting all difcretion, or good fenfe^ 
•--This is a ftrange turned ' phrafe, but I 
take as much pains to avoid writing in 
a ftrain of compliment to you, as fomc 
would to afFed: it, not becaufe I think 
that civility and truth can be feldom unit- 
ed, for there again you zdi fo that there 
is no feparating them, but that I would 
not have you hum over thofe parts of my 
letter as carelefs as you do thofe of any 
other perfon, who celebrates your wit or 
your good fenfe, or your good nature, 
which I know you always think it better 
to pojjefs than to hear of. 

Here you may take a pinch of fnuff. 

I am 
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I am advifed, on all hands, to pafs this 
cnfuing fummer in France, in order to 
ileal their receipt for making incenfey and 
other materials, which, on my return, I 
may ufe on my theatrical altar,' and make 
a folemn Tacrifice to the Graces. This 
I ihall certainly do; for though I know 
very well that all the ingredients may be 
bought in London, and cheaper too, than 
in France, yet I confider myfelf as a 
merchant who muft obey the commiffions 
of his correfpondents, and fend them 
whatever they demand froni whatever fhore 
they diredt. 

I aflure you, my dear friend, that ever 
fince I gave P r a pofitive anfwer, vay 
mind has been in conftant ferenity and 
compofure. 1 mean in all regards of fu- 
ture engagements, and I conftaritly reply, when 
any friends afk me how I can be fo weak 

as 
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as to throw myfelf out of all employment, 
that I muft take my chance, and I fay it 
with moft unafFedcd indifference. 

Pray have you (t^n my pidure at Gainf*. 
borough^s yet. — If not, why don't you go ? 
—I intend it for my deareft Jack, becaufe 
r think it very like, and he who hath known 
my heart for fo many years, hath the beft 
title to my refemblance* 

I wiih you had ieen me play Hamlet 
the other ni^t.-^Fanity ! — Oh, you fim- 
pleton! It was becaufe I fhould have 

feen you here^ 

If you make any more excufes about 
your writing, , I will cut them out of your 
letters, for they have no bufinefs there, 
and fend them back— -befides every excufe 
is an intruder, and takes up that room, 
N which 
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which I can prove by the other parts of* 
your letters, would have contained much 
good humour and kindnefs and good writing, 
by which it is manifeft you have cheated 
me ; and it is an aggravation of your crime, 
that you have fingled me out to impojfe 
upon from a large circle of people, who 
are all ready to fwear that you never 2i&.^ 
otherwiie to them than with* the moft up- 
right integrity. I repeat, that it is parti-* 
cularly cruel and unjuft in you to treat mc 
fo, who am, as much as any of them can 
be for their fouls. 

Your very fincere and faithful, 

J. Henperson^ 
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Duriag the fummer of, 1775 he per- 
formed with Mr. Reddifli at Briftol^ where 
from the accidental indifpofition of a per- 
former, he on the feventeenth of Auguft - 
played PalftafF, a charaifter whicfi nature 
feemed to have forbade by every external 
difqualificatiooi But the difficulty increafed 
the honour, and fuccefs juftified the un- 
dertaking. 

It would degrade his memory, to com- 
pare him. with any one who ever perfb- 
nated this mountain of dettghty except Mr. 
Quin, who appeared liicntally arid corpo- 
really fprmed for the charadter. 

The iirft pUy I ever iaw Was Henry the 

Fourth, when Quin performed F^lftafF, it 

being, I think, the laft time he ap- 

N 2 peared 
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pcarcd on the ftage, for the benefit of Mr. 

Ryan. 

Of his playing I have not any rccol- 
leftion, but in the fcene of the battle, 
inftead of the ftump of a tree on which 
FalftafF fits to reft, himfelf, I remember 
the then j^iredlors of the Theatre intro- 
duced a crimfon velvet arm chair, with 
gilt, claw feet and blue fringe. 

I have been told by thofe who have 
a perfed: remembrance of the veteran^s 
performance, that it was more important, 
but lefs pleafant than Henderfon*s, wha 
had alfo the fuperiority in the foliloquies, 
but that where the old knight aflumes 
dignity, Quin's furly humour was beyond 
competition. 



In 
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In the fummer of 1776, he played under 
the management of Mr. Yates at Birming- 
ham, and here firft faw that meteor of thp 
drama, Mrs. Siddons^ who, the preceding 
feafon, had performed Portia, Lady ^nne^^ 
and a few other charadters at Druiy-Lane,' 
but with fo little ec/af, that upon Mr. 
Garrick's retiring, the fucceeding managers 
not .thinking her merits equal tp a very 
trifling ialary,' fhe was difcharged for ina- 
bility ! ! ! 

Of her talents Mr, Henderfon entertained 
the moft exalted* opinion, and wrote to Mr, 
Palmer, recommending him in the ftrongeft 
terms to engage her, but he having already 
a perfon under articles, who had a fimilaf 
call of characters, the recommendation was 
at that time without effcQ:. Yet, who 
that has feen Mrs, Siddons, will withhold 
their fanCkion to Mr. Henderfon's Judgment* 
N 3 It 
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It may be almoft faid of her, that, as an 
aSirefsy fhe has all the various merit which 
was pofleifled by ^y daughter of the tragic 
mufe who ever trod the Englifli ftagc, aad 
all the various merit which they wanted.' 

At the commencement of the feafbn he 
returned to Bath -, a critique upon his per- 
formance, under the iignature of the Lon- 
don Rider, appearing in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, he notices it in the following letter* 



To 
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To the Rev. Mr. D . 

Bath ^November 'J th^ ijj6. 

Dear Friend, 

I THANK you very heartily for your 
letter -, it confirms me in all that I have 
thought of your candour and your fricnd- 
Ihip, vsrhich I have loved and honoured 
ever fince I was capable of loving and ho- 
nouring any thing as I ought, ■ I won- 
der you fhould think I was abufed* by the 
London Rider y who, whatever his intentions 
may be, has paid me the higheft compli- 
ment. — His objedtions to me were," that I 
imitated Garrick in Sciolto, and imitated 
him in the worft parts, his guttural founds, 
&c. Now it is certain I never faw Garrick 
N 4 in 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( iH ) 

in Sciolto, and if I had, that thicknefs 
ahd feeblenefs he complains of were not 
improper for the age of Sciolto.~— The 
Rider doth not complain of thofe defers 
in Comus^ in Lorenzo, in FalftafF, which 
certainly are not like Garrick's manner. 
He only finds that th^ are, where I lliink 
they ought to be, in an old and diftreffed 
man. — He finds indeed that J have not dig.!, 
nity — he finds alfo that I have not gentility 
enough for the gay Lorenzo, whom Elvira 
is to fall in love with at the firft fight, 
though I think he allows me fome por- 
tion of eafe and fprightlinefs. — He finds 
alfo that I have not an eye for the jocund 
and voluptuous Falftaff* — I cannot help it, 
but I have, without vanity, juft fuch an 
eye as the Poet has afligned that character 
•— •*' Do you fet down your name in the 
** fcrowl of youth,'* fays the Chief Juftice 
to FalftafF, " that are written down o/J, 

with 
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with all the charaders of age ? — Have you 
not a moiji eye ? — a dry hand ? — ^a yellow- 
cheek ?— -a white beard ?-r-a decreafing leg ? 
—an encreafing belly ? &c* &c. &c/'— -I 
believe by a /?7^^^^ is not there meant, that 
iparkling fluid which lends an appearance 
of penetration, and which gives point and 
(Bxpreffion. 

But I am contented to want thefe re* 
quifites he fays \ have not, as long as I 
jam thought to pdflefs thofe he allows me 
—But the London Rider /hould not de- 
cidie fo pointedly that I had better ftay 
where I am — he has not feen many cha- 
radlers in which I fucceed better than in 
thofe four he did fee, 

I have played, Doftor, fince I have been 
upon the llage, which you know is only 

four 
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four yeaas, upwards of fevenfy char?Ld:crs, 
and moft of them of the firft importance, 
both for chara6ter and magnitude.— Judge 
if my faculties have not been pretty well 
ftcetched, and judge if I have not a claim 
to fome indulgence on that fcorc — I 
know you will be apt to fay, it were bet- 
ter to have matured half a dozen, than td 
have run through fuch a number in the crude 
and hafty manner I muft neceffarily have 
done ; — to which I anfwer, that this was 
not in my power. The people here will 
have variety, and our company is fo limited, 
that the leaders in it are obliged to furnifh 
out that variety from themfelves ; nor do I 
believe, that in the end it will hurt me. I 
wifh Mr. Woodfall had chofen any other 
name to pay me his compliments in, than 
that of The London Rider, 



To 
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To ufe the language of Piflol, 

" Shall pack-horfes, 
*• And hollow-pamper'd jades of Afia, 
^ Which cannot go but thirty miles a day, 
^* Compare with Caefars, and with cannibals, 
« And Trojan Greeks?'' 

1 fincerely hope, my dear friend, that 
your happinefs is fccurc, that Mrs* D- — - 
and all your family are in health, and that 
th^ will continue fo, as I am really in- 
terefted in every thing that concerns you. 
Let me hear from you, and believe me 
truly, 

' Your's, &c- 

J. HENDERSON. 



The 
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The idea, of playing ^t London was now 
at an end, except fome fortunate accident 
ihould give him an introduftion ; and this 
accident happened when it was leaft ex- 
pcded, 

Mr. Colman having, in 1777, purchafed 
from Mr, FootB the Patent of the Hay- 
market Theatre, engaged Henderfon as a 
performer, upon terms which will appear 
by the following letter* 



To 
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To Mr. I- 



January %, 1777. 



DfeAR I- 



1 HAVE agreed with Colman, and fliall 
be at the Haymarket in the fummer. 

I am to play only my beft chara<fters, 
and I am to have an hundred pounds; 
befides, Colman has promifed mc his in- 
tereft with the Chamberlain, to procure mc 
a benefit after his patent clofes, which, if 
I can compafs, will be a very great thing 
for me 5 but I depend not upon that. I 
fhall play Shylock firft, I believe, but there 
is time enough to determine that — You 
can't conceive how I am in favour here— I 

was 
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was at a mafquerade laft week, and got 
great credits 

Oh, Garrick and I are almoft reconciled ; 
he has recommended me to Drury-lane. 
You may almoft be fure of my being at one 
of the theatres in London, when my time 
is out hejre. I do not yet repent my con- 
dud, nor have I reafon ; but more here- 
after. 

My love to all yovir /ami/e. 

Your's, fincerely, 

J. H, 



To 
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To Mr. I ; > 

Bath, Feb. 12, I777# 

My Dear I , 

I HAVE juft had my benefit, very bril- 
liant, very crouded, and the beft I have ever 
made in this place. I played Leon. I 
agree very much with you about Shylock ; 
I will not make my firft appearance in it, 
if I can prevail with Colman to alter his 
opinion, and I fhall write to him for that 
purpofe. However, it is, proper that you 
fhou^d know what that opinion was, and 
how it was grounded. He fays, my manner 
of playing it is different enough from Mack- 
lin's to excite enquiry and examination, and 
he payed me the compliment to add, that 
he thought me fufficiently grounded in the 
author to juftify fuch deviations, or dif- 
ferences. 
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fcrences, ^s there was from Macklin; He 
added alfo, that to make people talk and 
argue, and difptite, was what he aimed at, 
and feemed to be certain, that if he could 
do that, my reputation would be eftablifhed 
by it. Now, though this is plaufible and 
flattering to me, I think with you, that the 
popular fpirit is too ftrong to be contefted 
with at prefent, and therefore I propofe, in 
my own rrtind, to begin more humbly, and 
rife, if I can, by degrees. I have nude a 
figure lately in Valentine, in Love for Love, 
and Oakley in the Jealous Wife, and Leon. 
I will play as little tragedy as poffible in the. 
fummer, for more reafons than one. The 
chief is, that I do not think myfelf ripe 
enough in the high tragic line ; and another 
reafon is, that tragedy will never be fol- 
lowed in the dog-days, except fbme extraor- 
dinary planet of attraftion appears 5 and if I 
am negleded, J am ruined, I will play 

Hamlet^ 
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Jlamkts and Richard the Thirds and Shy-^ 
lock, and perhaps John. 

I am now ftudying Henry the FifiEh^ 
which, if I can make anfwerable to my 
prefent ideas of it, I may perhaps add to 
them, and I think no more. I fhall ha!^e 
infinite variety an^ fcope in comedy, fiiclx 
as Faljiaffy Bays, Don John, Benedick, 
Leon, Oakley, Valentine, Felix, &c. &c^ 

Richard the Second was once revived, but 
the town would not bear it ; there are no 
women in it^ and the whole play demands 
the fineft adling to make it pleafing. By 
the next poft I fhall take up the hundred 
pound note I gave your brother H— — . 
Have not I been a good oeconomift, and I 
have paid near fifty pounds to J— n. 

9 lam 
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1 am happy to hear fo well of Mprtimer j 
I do love that varlet; I hope he will con- 
tinue as true to his own genius as that will 
be to him. I hope too^ that Gainiborough 
will let you haVe my head— don't jou think 
it a very fine likenefs. 

My mother defires her beft wifhes may be 
added to mine, for Mrs. I ■ and yourfelf* 
She is quite recovered :— Did I tell you, 
we have changed our lodgings, and provide 
for ourfelves, arid I market, and pur- 
chafe the tails of rabbits, and the beards 
of oyfters, and the heads and gizzards 
of geefe, for we leave their bodies to 
the mighty ones of the earth, and I buy beef 
fteaks by the ounce, and have learnt to cut 
up a fhrimp moft dextroufly* In (hort, wc 
live upon the extremities of animals. I hear 
the butcher's boy knock jat the door with as 
fine a fheep's tail in a tray as ever you faw 
in your life— it is to be roafted, and if you 

wxre 
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were here> you ihould have two joints out 
of the five. 

Adiea^ we are very liappy>- and very truly 
mn I your friend, &€• 

J. HENDERSON. 



O « In 
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In coniequencc of Mr. Colman's engage- 
ment, he came to London, and on the 1 1 th 
of June 1777, begun his theatrical career in 
the capital with the character of Shylock^ 
which, notwithftanding his own and his 
friends objeftions, was the part the manager 
introduced him in ; and the manner he per- 
fonated the ferocious Jew, fully fatisfied the 
propriety of Mr. Colman's choice* 

I have been told, that previous to Mr* 
Macklin's performance of Shylock, it was 
looked upon as a part of little importance^ 
and played with the buffoonery df a Jew 
pedlar ; to the underflanding of that vene- 
rable performer, we are obliged for the firft 
true reprefentation of the charafter ; but his 
warmefl admirers will, I think,, acknow- 
ledge, that though much fterling is left, he 
fcarce acquired the reputation he enjoys in 
the Jew, from hig manner of now playing 

it. 
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it, I know it will be deemed dramatic 
herefy, but yet dare avow, that / think, ^ 
except in the.,fenate fcene, Henderfon per-, 
formed it better than /ever faw Mr. Mack- 
lin. In that fcene, the judicious con- 
ception of this patriarch of the theatre, fe- 
cures him from every competitor. Hi^ 
praifed the young adventurer with great li- 
berality for his fpirited performance ; and, 
on Henderfon's aflerting, he had never had 
the advantage of feeing him in the charadter, 
replied, " Sir, it was not neceflary to tell 
Pie that ; I knew you had not, or you would 
have played it very differently." 

Teftimonials from authors to authors, 
were, in the laft age, deemed necelfary em- 
bellifhments to books, and as conftantly fub- 
joined as the livelie pourtraiture of the pain-- 
fulle writer. Teftimonials from players to 
players, are not, I Mievc tery frequent. 
3 The 
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The-foUowing is the only one I ever hear4 
Henderfon fpeak of having received ^ and, 
as I know he efteemed approbation from a 
gentleman of Mr* Digges* learning, expe- 
rience, and judgment, as giving a fandtiort, 
to his performance, I pubUfh it as a dra-s 
xnatic curiofity. 



To 
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To Mr. Henderson* 

Friday^ twelve o^ clock. 

Pear Sir^ 

I DID myfelf the pleafure of waiting on 
you thi^ morning, to thank you for the un- 
common delight I received in feeing youi* 
excellent performance of Shakefpeare^s Jew 
—I never faw a charadler more juftly con- 
ceived, or more happily perfonated— I con- 
gratulate you on the great reputation you 
have eftabliflied ; a reputation you will 
rather augment than diminifli-«I think it a 
thoufand pities you fhould be doomed to a 
provincial baniihment, when you will be 
fo much wifhed for in the capital. Permit 
O 4 xne 
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mc to aflure you, no perfon is more fenfibl^ 
of your merit, or will rejoice more m feeing 
that merit rewarded, than, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervant^, 



WEST DIGGES. 



Ha 
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He afterwards performed Hamlet, Leon, 
Falflafi^ Richard, Don John, and Bayes. 
He was requefled to play Baysy with 
imitations of the different aAors, which, 
to the credit of his prudence, he re- 
fufed. 

During the very hot fummer of 1777, 
the Hajnnarket Theatre was crouded. Mr. 
Henderfbn being announced, operated as a 
charm : it attradled people of the firft 
rank and tafle to a play-houfe in the 
dog-days. 

Some of the diurnal critics praifed him 
for merit he did not poflefs, but that 
the motive was to ferve Mr. Colman, 
there appeared a little reafon to fufped, 
from the fame confnlent gentlemen being 

equally 
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equally laviih of their abuie, when 
he played at Drury-lane. Of this un^ 
^sindid condu<a he Qpmplains in thft fal-» 
iQwing letter* 



To 
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To Mr, Cumberland, 

O£iober ?5/^, ^777^ 

Dear ^i^^ 

I A M much obliged and honoured by 
your intelligence refpefting the Battle of . 
Haftings* I am afliamed to acknowledge, 
that I have not had an hour to myfelf of 
that kind that is fit to confider fo important 
a matter. ' One fhould neither be indolent 
nor fatigued, when a work of ftudy is to 
be contemplated. Fatigued I have been 
to an extreme degree. *****. 

As foon as I have gone through the Ro- 
man Father, which I pow have in re- 
hearfal, I fhall dedicate my ftudies to th^ 
Battle, and hope to revive the fame pleaf- 

ing 

t 
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ing and magical ideas which I felt when you 
read it in Queen-Anne-ftreet. 

I believe, my dear fir, you will agree 
that I have a moft difficult tafk to acfl. 

The critics call out for novelty^ for 
ipirit, for fire, for paffion, for every thing 
in fliort that they are taught by nature, or 
by reading to exped, and yet they are per- 
petually interrupting my emulation by the 
hopelefs profpeft of ever attaining what 
they have been accuftomed to delight in, 
from Garrick, and Macklin. I have not 
the vanity to think myfelf equal, by many 
degrees, to either, but is it not hard they 
will not let me be what I am, nor by their 
good will let the people come and fee what 

that is. 1 have the confolation of very 

good houfes indeed, or thefe gentlemen 
would make my theatrical life a very pain- 

' ful 
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ful one.'— There are feme public prints, 
that even call me names* I am honoured 
by one writer, who perhaps never faw mc 
out of my dramatic drefs, with the name 
of pragmatical puppy ; angther, in infult- 
ing irony calls me a monfter of perfe<5tion. 
But ilill I have good houfesi^ — I am told 
my Richard is a defpicable attempt at fome- 
•thing, I know not what, but ftill I have 
good honfes, 

I am, &c. 
'^ .^ J. HENDERSON, 



Mr. 
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Mr. Colman having derived material 
, advantage .from his performer's popularity^ 
displayed great generofity at the end of thi 
feafonw His condud w6nt "beyond the 
fixed and fettled rules>" he gave Henderfon 
a free benefit^ w^hich produced upwards of 
two hundred pounds w He diftinguiflied him 
by every attention, and frequently invited' 
him to his table, where Henderfon's deli- 
cacy and prudence oiice forfook him, for in 
the prefence of a large company he took of? 
the manger's peculiarities to his jfacek I 
need not add that fo grofs an infult produced 
a coolnefs on the part of Mr* Colman^ 

The enfuing winter he was engaged by 
Mr* Sheridan to perform at Drury-Lane, at 
a falary of ten pounds a week, and a be-*, 
hefit. Before this could take place it was 
neceflary tO fettle his forfeiture of three 
hundred pounds for the failure of his Bath 

articles^ 
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articles* This, I believe, was done by Mr* 
Sheridan giving Palmer the liberty of ex-* 
hibiting the School for Scandal, v^rhich 
was, I fliould fuppofe, at leaft an adequate 
compen&tion ; added to this, it was ftipu^ 
lated that Hcndcrfon fhould perform a few 
nights at Bath, which he did. 

He had an early contempt ioxjiage tricky 
and one of the firft times he played Hamlet 
at Drury-^Lane, was fo fully imprefled with 
the ipirit of the charaAer, that in the 
clofet fcene, when defcribing the two mi« 
niatures, he whirled the king's pidure from 
^is hand. This was marked in one of the 
public prints as an innovation too violent 
for a young man. *^ Mr. Garrick never did 
it." The following night he checked hid 
imagination, and kept poffeflion of the 
pidture. This was a frcfh occafion for 
carping, and one gentleman, who I think 

adopted 
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a()opted the terrific fignature of Scourge, 
obferved, *^ tliat if right the firft night, he 
muft confequently be wrong the fecond," 
and added 5 ** In. our opinion Mr. Hender- 
fon departing from the eftablifhed cuftom 
of the Theatre, by . fometimes negleding 
to kick down the chair, on the appearance 
of the Ghoft, which was never omitted by 
die greateft adlor who ever graced the ftagc,* 
and not having always got quit of his hat, 
when he ftarts, in the firft fcene, is a 
violation of dramatic decorum, and de- 
fcrves fevere reprehenfion from the critic. 
Deviations fo flight as to evade the common 
eye, and innovations fo trifling as to be 
thought unworthy of notice, have led the 

way 

♦ The chair in which Mr. Garrickfat, when he played 
in the clofet fcene, was fomewhat diiFerent from that ap- 
propriated to the queen, the cabriole feet being tapered, 
and placed fo much under the feat, that it fell with a 
touch. 
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way to herefies in religion, and the abo-^ 
lijhment of order in civil government. 
Let us nip error in the bud, and not by our 
filence give fandion to impropriety. Being 
once right, let us remain fo." 

A friend of Henderfon's fent a reply to 
this curious rhapfody, which, being fliort, 
I fubjoin* 

Two queries addrefled to the fevere 
Scourge. —Do you confidcr the Dramatis 
Perlbnae as Autometa ? If you do, fhould 
not the magnificent Mr. Cox be manager, 
and that ingenious mechanift, Mr. Jaques 
'Droz, prompter to your puppets ? Thefe 
queftions were not anfwered. 

On the fecoHd of January, 1778, he ap- 
peared in the character of Bobadil. Very 
high expcftations were formed from the eclat 
P with 
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with which it had been received at Bath. 
But there it was an imitation of Woodward, 
which would here have been deemed a bur- 
lefque of that moft excellent aftor. Here, 
I think, he failed, and, by endeavouring to 
ftvoid Woodward's manner, departed from 
the ch^radter, 

I do not think myfclf at liberty to publifli 
the name of the gentleman who wrote the 
following letter. I know Mr, Henderfon 
very properly thought himfelf honoured by 
his regards, and frequently profited by hi$ 
judicious and friendly remarks. 



To 
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To Mr. Henderson. 

Dublin^ Nov. 13, 1777* 

I SEE clearly, that you think I am not 
awake to your abilities, and that I am rather 
cold in your praife — I do aflure you, you are 
miftaken— I know and fee>your great fupe- 
riority to the prefent race of adtors, and I 
have had, within thefe twelve months, fre- 
quent opportunities of declaring it. Mr. 
Garrick, and Mr. B. Sheridan, can teftify 
for me, that I ventured to pronounce, (that 
was the expreffion I made ufe of) before 
them, and Mr. Gibbon the hiftorian, laft 
winter, that you was an excellent performer 
in every thing, and capital in comedy. 
Thefe wefe my words, (which Sheridan 
and Gibbon, I dare fay, thought very pe- 
P 2 remptory 
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rcmptoty and afliiming) . but I was called 
upon by Mr. Garrick to declare my opinion 
as one which he relied upon, and Mr. Gar- 
rick immediately added his own fuffrage, 
and told Mr. Sheridan, that it was his 
bufinefs to fccure you as foon as poflible~I 
rather dwell upon this literal fadt, becaufe 
Davies, in anfwer to my aflcrtion, that 
Garrick had earneftly recomipended you to 
Sheridan, fays abfiirdly, that it was after 
fuch recommendation was ineffeSlualy and 
that you was obliged to wait 'till Sheridan 
had his own evidence of your powers and 
merit. 

Here Davies grofsly miftakes; whether 
wilfully. Of not, I am not fure, for Gar- 
riqk recommended you whenever he could 
catch )«)u* Al the lateft, when your Bath 
articles ihould expire ; and even then, She- 
ridan, in my prefence, talked of the fcheme 

of' 
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of getting you from Palmer, and fending 
Grift to Bath* This Mr. Garrick and I 
both approved of — ****^'**** 

***** 

• 

As to newfpaper puffing^ (which Davies 
is fo fond of) it is the fooliflieft thing in 
the world, becaufe it produces aU thofe cri- 
ticifms which you allude to. As to con- 
verfation puffing from good authority, I 
think quite othcrwife of it — The generality 
of the world are much led by their own 
circle; but newipaper commeiSdation is uni^ 
verfally confidered as the advertifement of a 
quack dodtor. I law in one paper, Benfley 
preferred to you in HoratiuS. I have not 
feen your Horatius, but I havt your AU 
canor, and I am fure your Horatius muft 
be good. 

?! Lucius 
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Lucius Junius Brutus, and the Battle of* 
Haftings, have been promifed places in this 
ieafbn for more than a year paft — Shirley, 
I believe, for years. 

As to the Law of Lombardy, the author 
thinks the parts are equal. I differ from 
him widely. There is a young gallant 
knight driven to a defpair of jealoufy, by 
the villainous adts of a plotting rival. They 
fight in the end, and are the confpicuous 
men ; but the perfon worked upon I always 
think a better part than the worker. I go 
fb far as to think Alonzo a finer character 
than Zanga. Polidore muft be the fa- 
vourite. He is Pojihutriusy if polEfible, more 
impaffioned. This being the caft, which 
you feemed to me to decline^ I naturally 
Jooked at the other charafter for you. .But 
nothing is, or can, be yet fettled about 
it. There is an old king, and fether alfo,. 

that 
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that requires an excellent ador ; thaiy I con- 
clude muft be crucified, as the fine part of 
Almada was* 



As for your fearch for new readings, I do 
not like them. Your reftoration of good 
paflages I can never difapprove of* That 
in Richard I like very well* ***** 



To return to your innovations—*! cannot 
fee, how changed readings, and points, are 
in any fort conneded with the ftile of 
adting. It i^ introducing cfiticifm into 
ailing, which I think never fhould be; 
and if it fhould be bad criticifm (fuch 
as the croaking raven) what can be faid 
for it ? 

P 4 I hear 
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I hear your laboured fhcw of propriety 
much condemned— But all thefe remarks 
are to your honour. They would not ^e 
made, but that you are confefledly at the 
head of the ftage. 

Your fincere 

And obedient fervant^ 

E. T; 

You fay .all your novelties arc defenfible ; 
if I thought fo, I fhould not blame you f9r 
them — You afk me, if you have ever fpoiled 
the fenfe— I think grofsly in the croaking 
raven^ if you fpcak it as my reporter in- 
forms me* 
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In the fummer of 1778 he went to Ire- 
land, Hie reception from that generous 
people, is defcribed in the following letter. 



Tq 
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To Mr. I 

Dublin, ^th June, 1780. 

No, my dear boy, I am as well as I ought 
to exped:, though my arms, at leaft one 
of them, arc troublefome. The true rea- 
ibn of my not writing is, that I am half 
aQiamed to tell you the confequences of my 
expedition, but I now find that I ought 
not to impute it to my own weaknefs of 
fame or talent, but to the univerfal diftrefs 
and poverty this kingdom at prefent labours 
under. 

The firft charadler I played, was Hamlet, 
and carried hence no more than fourteen 
pound three fhillings, though the Lord 
Lieutenant did me the honour of his pre- 

fence. 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



( 219 ) 

fence. The next night I voluntarxly and 
chearfuUy gave to a charity for thediftrefled 
manufafturers : it was FalftafF— not five 
pounds in the galleries, nor above feventy 
in the whole houfe; a ftrong inftance of 
their inability upon fo good, fo ufeful an 
occafion. My third charadler was Shylock, 
and there was not expences in the houfe^-— 
This night I ihall play Richard,— I have 
given up all thoughts of getting any thing, 
except by a benefit, which I have reafon 
to hope will be handfomei for I cannot 
defcribe to you how I am carefled by the 
people of fafhion, the only few who can go 
to a play. The Duke of Leinfter does 
me every kindncfs hnaginable. I was laft 
night at the Caftle, at the ball and fupper. 
More than a hundred people of rank and 
fafhion, and tafle, defired to be made known 
to me. — In fhort, more flattery, more at- 
tention, and confequently more happinefs, 

I never 
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1 neyei? tafted— my fpirits have been in Ofltf 
Hate of the moft delicicais delirium ever 
fincc r touched this ihore. — I have no time 
though, for it is the cuftom here to wait 
upon ftrangers, and my lodgings arc croud* 
cd when I am at home. — Except lodgings 
it has not coft me a fhilling fince I came 
to this place, nor t^rould it if I were to flay 
here this fix months^ — ^I am very glad I 
came, becaufe it will extend my conne<aions 
and my fame, though it may not be very ad- 
vantageous to my purfe^ . I intended to have 
written a whimfical account of my voyage; 
we w;ere forty hours upon the water, but I 
was not fick above two hours the whole 

time, and that moderately. 1 don't know 

what my friend E has done for me, 

nor when I am to quit this place. When- 
ever I do, it will be with relu<ftance — but 
if it will not take up too much of his time^ 
I fhould like to know about it, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barry Is here, but ihc finds the 
condition of the people, and I believe 
will not play, if (he does I will make 
iafe condi^ns for myfelf. I am to have 
ten guineafi a night, and if the houie 
idmounts to a fixed fum, fifteen. But my 
benefit is my only objeft. 



J. H. 



Thaoks for the Plays. 



After 
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After his return from Ireland, on the 1 3th 
of January 1779, the writer of thcfe anec- 
dotes had the honour of prefenting to him^ 
that beft of all good gifts a wife, * and the 
following year, as iponfor, gave the name of 
Harriet to a daughter, who, by the death of 
her father, has loft not only a protestor, but 
an inftruftor very capable of forming and 
improving her mind. 

Among other charaders , new to him in 
the metropolis, he performed King John, 

One of his friends wrote him a few 
remarks, which I have fubjoined, as I think 
there are fome fenfible ftridtures upon his 

playing. The advice at the conclufion, 

that 

♦ She was daughter to Mr. Figgins, of Chippenham 
in Somerfctihire, 
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that ^* when preparing for a ne\*^ part he 
fliould retire to his own room, &c/' was 
founded upon the writer's having obfervcd 
Mr, Henderfofis mode of preparation, which 
was almoft invariably this. When a new 
part was appointed him, he firft read the 
play : I mention this, becaufe I have 
heard the pradtice is not universal among 
the dramatis perfonae. He then imprinted 
the words of the charadter he was to per- 
fonate upon his memory, which, to him, 
was not a very difficult tafk; looked over 
the play flightly a fecond time, and then 
laid it afide, and though this ceremony 
was frequently gone through a fortnight 
before the performance, feldom looked at 
it again. -^The evening before his appear- 
ance, was ufually preceded by a hearty 
dinner, a chearful, but moderate glafs of 
wine, and a. game at cribbage, which 

was 
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was almoft always his amufement until 
a few minutes before the curtain drew 
up, and he was obliged, fometimes very- 
unwilling, to appear St the Theatre. 



To 
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t LAST night fat ty ICenrxck ^Uriiig &< 
|)iay, ia tlTe front boxes— 1 had a good 
deal of cdnverfation with him-^^He ieemed 
not iinwilling to do jtiitice td ybor me- 
rity but cfemplained ol yolir method of 
toning yduf volcfe • Iby copying GarricVs 
under-play, he faid you were fearce ihtel- 
iigible to the audidhcfe— I afluraEl liiiii that 
ile was gready iniftaken^ iot that you had 
not very often fedri Garrick^ not dbiild yoii 
copy his King John, \vhich Garrick had not 
iJQcbi for thirty years jpaft? Hto'wtver^ he 
was fe fif right tHa! yoii ap'parenily wanted 
i^irit, arid yoiff ^oidfe ^s lower and more 
inicMinA than the crack'd pipkin of the king 
Qfc of 
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of France, — You loft opportunities of get- 
ting applaufe with Pandolph, you gave 
little oiv A(> force to the popi^^ar^ as well as 
juft fentiments of an Englifli king, dif- 
daining to be governed by an Xbllan prieft 
—Your adlion wa$ extremely confined and 
ipiritleis— ygur general idea of the rafcal 
John, who compared to Rickard is as a 
foot-pad, or pick-pocket, oppofed to a 
highwayman, was juft; your fcene with 
Hubert was weH planned, and mafterly, 
though you was rather too low^-I never 
loft a word of your's 'till laft night— Ken- 
rick obferved that you wanted variety— In 
the dying fcene, you made ample amends 
for all deficiencies in the foregoing afts— 
Kehrick owned you was excellent. 

And aow let me fiemind you^, ofyouc 
negledting to give due fire and %irit. to tha| 

excellent 
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Excellent fcene of John with Hubert in the 
fourth a(3:— your reproaches loft all tffcQt 
with the audience from under-play, or tak- 
ing your voice too low- You fufFered Hu- 
bert to make the mofl: of that paffionate in- 
terview, and to rob you of the applaufe 
you would have merited by a proper exer- 
tion of your powers.— I told K- " >' that 
I fancied you was not well, or at leaft not 
in fpiritSi 

Believe me I do not aim to teach or dired* 
you, who know fo much more of the mat- 
ter than I can pretend to, ' but the lefs fkil- 
ful ftander-by can fee defcfts in a very able 
gamefteri 

I would recommend your imitation of 
Garrick in one part of his condudt ! when- 
Sver^he had a new or capital charaftdf to ad:, ' 
he iaw no company that day, and dined 
-^ 0^2 along 
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aldne upon d trifling dlfh< This was h§l 
conilant pra(5tice^ I believe from hi^ £rft 
treading the ikge 'till he left it^ 

On fiich an occafiori a« a(9ting a new party 
&c- i would after dining with Mr- and Mrs# 
I " " " " ^ '" "j retire to my own roomy nor would 
1 be difturbed by any vifitor whatfoever." 
I tell you again ind again, you will dcftroy 
both voice and ftdmach by your curfed hot 
fzppings— excufe my freedom. 

Yours, dver, 

T. D. 

Saturday eleven o Clock* 

The fat .parfon G^^* — -^ is juft gone pail 
to preach a charity fermon* 
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In confecjuencc of this letter and fom« 
ether advice, he once changed his cuftom, 
retired to his chamber and ftudied his part 
. on the day of playing. The confequence was 
a coldly correft, and mofl: vapid perform^ 
ance, which convinced him and his friends 
that his firft pra<5lice was right, at leaft for 
him^ — He ferioufly vpwed no earthly power 
jfhould Induce him to repeat the expert 
ment^ adding, at ]the fame time, that he 
thought it poffible, that a number of very 
j?rave men^ vv^ho muzzed away much tipio • 
^one In their own apartments, were quitt 
as Jifeelv to be ijeeping as ftudying. 

During the time he performed at Drury-. 
Lane, Mr. Sheridan th? elder, very properly 
confidering his peculiar cxceljenc? in ipeak* 
Jng tales, fables, or any light airy compofi- 
tion, revived Sir JphnVanbrugh's-^fop, with 
fpint alterations, which, from having heard 
Qj Hpndcribft 
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Henderfonreadit, I think he would have made 
a moil popular and entertaining charader^ 
He entered with true humour into the ipirit 
of the little tales, and gave full force t;o the 
Cervantk gravity of the old moralift. But 
the town were too faftidious to fufFer the 
performance in even its altered ftate, Mr, 
Yates perfonated a country fquire, a cha- 
rafter the prefent age know only from de- 
fcription ; the favage preferred his hounda 
to his wife;^ and iEfop >yas driven fjrom the 
ftage. 

Among thofe who moft violently in^ 
fifted upon its being withdrawn, were fome 
of the critical leaders of the tafte of the 
town, who confidered, and perhaps with 
good reafon, that fhould it fucceed, the fa- 
Jbulift might be made a vehicle to anfwer 
fhe diurnal remarks which omanient oui? 

4aily 
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daily papers, and therefore very prudently 
filenced him the firft night. 

In the fummer of 1779 he returned to 
Dublin, and was gratified by every mark 
of attention, noticed by people of dif- 
• tindion, and received,- h(k merely as an 
adlor, but a companion, by families of the 
iirft confequence. 

.The.; Annexed ktte^ ia o^e example, 

^ amcing ,<|jiany others, of the refpe<a: wijh 

: which, tjhte gentlemen of Ireland;; diftia- 

guiih aft4 prpt?<3^ S^WUSi^in any fituatiop. 

Mr* Gardifter'» teilinlony i« fo high! 4n 
, honour to Hcnd^fim's: m^rtidgy,; th^ttl 
^iliould not be juftifiod in withholding it, 
-I hope,T-»-I bclicve,«the farae Jihcrility of 
(Sentiment which dic^aited iiich a krtter; will 
t pardon its^infertion. 

0^4 Copy 
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^P^^ofa letter from Mr, GarJitifr to J^or^^ 
PpneratlCf 

I^Iy pear I'QRB, 

AS ^fr. |Iendet(on is go|i)g tQ ^^\ 
tX) p9rft>rm there, I thought I could Aof 
do him a greater, ^ervige than to irecom* 

Vi 

mend him to your attentioR, He has given 
11$ niuch entertainnient )iere, an^ I doubt not 
will #)r4 yoi^ equj^} pl«6«?9 jr^ ^hpl^n? of 
his ppofeflion, J havrhad frequent oppor- 
tunities pf being in conipany with him an4 
Mrs. H. and have found them fa agr-eeable, 
that I need make no apology for introduc-r 
jngthem to your lordihip's acqaaintance^ 

particularly! 
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|nirticulari^p as fucli talcQts ^ fiis^ iivLVt^ 
pd with good hunuiury and good hrec&Ti^ 
$f^ af this day pccidiarly race^ 

I fetnain, ifx^ 



I OMmNE^ 



TJje 
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The ehfiiing feafon Mr* Sheridan afid 
Hendcrfon difagreed upon terms, the ex- 
pedations of. the latter being higher than 
the manager thought proper to comply 
with ; what thofe expectations were found- 
ed upon, Hfc'defcribed ^ follows. 



To 



v^- ' .» 
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To Mr. I / 

Duiliriy June 29, 1779, 

I WAITED for fomething of more im-^ 
jportance than our J&fe arrival to inform you 
of, and n^w I have a fubjedt. The prin- 
cipal people are fo defirdus of my wintering 
here, that they have made me the moft flat- 
tering, the ,moft honourable propofals. To 
fecure me from the accidents (accident 
is here a word of great pith and moment, 
and ufed for fafety, becaufe letters may be 
miflaid) which may happen in a negotiation 
with the Irifli manager ; they will raife a 
Jfubfcription among themfelvcs, and the Lord 
Lieutenant himfelf offers a hundred guineas 
towards it j the reft will amount to a larger 
ium than I fhould receive ii> England, even 
tf my demands were complied, with, and I 
, . confider 
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iWjfitJcr the houfe in Buckingham-ftrcet a» 
pntenantedi ind py the r^^^' myfelf. Now 
I anj in a ftate of moft tormenting lufpenic | 
for I h^ar nothing gith^r from the elder, or 
the younger Sheridan — They feem to4i2tvc 
no gr<?a^ «arneftnefs in th^if ^ifll tHa^t I 
|hou}d (PQqtinue w\ti\ thepi, and yet I 4o 
not care to llay here, ijnlefs they ppfitively 
jtnfwer ijie^ jres pf «(?, 

This place is poor beyond all napies of 
poverty, at leaft fo the people fay, and I 
am fur« the Theatre hears the marks of it| 
but if I ftay, I depend upon tl^ofe who caur* 
not be poor in any country, Mrs. Crawford 
certainly flays here, and I fhall have the adr 
vantage of playing with her, C> 4" * '» d 
is abominated by the critics, and, all people 
here are critics, I am now going to Corke, 
fo that you muft dire<a to me there. If 
you would fee the elder Mr. Sheridan, aiid 

learn 
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idara from him what I am to do, I fhou^ 
be glad. I dare not fend him the pro^ 
pofal$ that ape madd md at laige, left i6 
fliould be conftrued an artifice td^ raife my 
^on^qvr^ticcf in England, or a treiichery ta 
the proprietors here. But fomethinj;^ I vxatt 
do^ and ipeedily. 

Whether th»p7opQfak here. are acospted 
or not^ fifithii^^ <saa be more favourable to 
tfij neputation, thsii &eir having been m^dfi 
hy people of fuch r^nk^ aind tafle^ and iai« 
poi:tancet as they are4 

Adieu^ my dearefi: friend^ > 

AfTune yourfblf^ I am xnofl afiediooftCdl/i 
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To Mr. I . 

July \6,. \yyq^ 

THE very (fay that I wrote to you, I wrote 
alio to the elder Sheridan ; I told him my 
offers, and gave him 'till the firft of Auguft 
to determine. I fhall not recede from my 
claims, as I think them juft, 

I yefterday received a letter from the trea- 
Turer of Drury-lane, acquainting me, that 
he was ordered by the proprietors, ten days 
before, to write to me, and to inform' me 
that they were ready to treat with me upon 
the fame terms as laft year- I have no 
doubt that this was written in confequence 
of mine to S ^ ■ " , and that the ten days is a 
lye. This letter I anfwered, by faying^ 
that Mr* Sheridan, the elder, was ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with my refolutions, and that I 
ihould be governed by his anfwer, which I 
ihall, and by the firft of Auguft I fhdl 
decide* Nothing is more likely, than that 
S-^rr-F- would wifh to be the hero : he pro- 
bably wiihes it, and it may probably happen. 
I do not fee, my dear lad, what you can 
dp; IjTOuft wail; hi^ reply, and ad aqcord- 
iflgly. At all cvenfs, it is- an honourable 
retreat for me, ai^d I may be more wantoL 
another yegx; I jnuft write m.ore at large,* 
when I know more, and have more time* ^ 



T« 
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Dear: jACKi^ 

MY letter tdEi — ^ ftatofe 4ll my defignsi 
and I need not repeat them to you* Whei? 
]^oa Baire read the l&t€t WUL you leiid it r 
I writis|c>E-^'i-a-, becaufe I would have it 
ibsmn t6 SheridaG^> and 1 am reiblved to^ 
adherfe ta my teriltts:* I em make a very 
haeidfome bargain liere^ and complete it in 
three months* I ihall get more moneys iiA 
be lefs a flave, and efcap« th<i lanworthy 
treatment I have found in Londoni I feel 
my own importance more than ever I didy 
and I will not be trampled on^ Pray> my 
dear boy^ copy, or get thi$ letter eopied^ 
fox 1 have not time, and learn, if yoii 

6a»^ 
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Cafl what anfwer he gets, and write td 
ttie at Birmingham^ I do not Urge Aim 
to an anfwer, becaufe it looks like too 
inuch anxiety» 



J^ M. 



R To 
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To Mr. E-. . 

Aug. 24, 1779. 

Dear E — — , • 

YOU will, perhaps, be difappointed when 
1 declint Mr* Sheridan's offer, but you 
ought, of all people, to be the leaft fb, 
becaufe you mujft remember the converfation 
you was prefcnt at, between Mr* S ■ and 
myfelf, \vhen I made my firft agreement 
with him. You remember, that my falary 
was no more than ten pounds a week, be- 
caufe my forfeiture was urged, and you re- 
member Mr. Sheridan urged that forfeiture 
being equally paid, whether in money y or in 
property. You remember alfo, that Mr. 
Sheridan urged, that I Ihould be moderate 
in my firft claims, and ri/e, by degrees, in 
the Theatre, and now he propofes that I 

fliould 
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fhould link in it j for fifteen guineas a week 
is not more than I had, computing my for- 
feiture, and I ought in juftice tp have rankdd 
in the Theatre agreeable to f&at falary, 
thougk, in the quietnefs of my difpofition, I « 
forbore a claim which might be troublefome 
without material advantage* My recepdon 
in this kingdom^ among fuch perfons as it 
is moft an aftor's honour as well as intereft 
to pleafe, has not modefeted my opinion of 
the juftice of my claim, to an equal falary, 
und equal rank, with Mr* Smith* When 
I converfed with the elder Mr. Sheridan in 
the Park, he told me, that Mr. S— — , his 
fon, could not deny the reafonablenefs of 
my claim, l3ut that, for certain rcafong, it 
could not h6 complied with for the next 
feafon ; that if I would ilay on my prefent 
falary for one year more, I fhould have my 
demands in future- To this I anfwcredy 
agreeable to my defirc of accommodation, &c<. 
R a that 
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that if he would give me twelve guineas per 
week now, and fifteen guineas a week in a 
future feafon, I would be content. If Mr. 
Sheridan had made me that offer now, I 
believe I fhould have clofcd with him, but I 
cannot accept his twelve pounds, and no 
afTurance of rifing the next feafon. I could 
have contented myfelf with poftponing 
my claim, but am not content to relin- 
quifli it. 

I have received a letter from Mr, T. S. 
in which he tells me, that the patentees are 
determined to raife no falaries, and yet I am 
aflured, that an adtor, with whom it would 
do me no very great honour to be compared, 
has obtained an encreafe of his, I know 
very well, how little force, arguments and 
reafons have with managers, and, therefore, 
I do not ufe them there; but this is, my 
friend, to juftify myfelf to you— Whilft I 

feel 
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feel no diminution of my own powers, noi' 
any decline of the public approbation, I fee 
no realbn why I Ihould humble myfelf to 
the di6.dvantage of my intereft, or my im- 
portance in a Theatre, — My cjefign, there- 
fore, is to fet off for Engknd, play a few 
nights at Birmingham, proceed to London ; 
from thence return to Ireland about Decem- 
ber, which will be time enough to compleat 
entirely the plan I have in meditation, and 
to anfwer all my defigns. I fhall be in 
Buckingham-ftreet, I hope, by the latter 
end of September, ynlefs I find it convenient 
to perform longer in the country, I hope 
ypu will not condemn me for not accepting 
Mr. Sheridan's offer, nor think I am at all 
in exile. Why fhould I leave a place where 
I am carefled by all ranks of people, to ac- 
cept terms that degrade jne from my firil 
conditions, and keep me inferior to thofe 
whom the public do not prefer to me,-rl 
R 3 muft 
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muft remind you, that the conditions on 
which I ftay here, are fuch as, I believe, 
have not happened to any other ador, and, 
therefore, muft do me honour in the worlds 
I may, poffibly, pafs my next fummcr in 
tondon to great advantage, as well: as con-^ 
venience; in the mean time, J will not 
weakly embrace the fetters which the 
London coalition are forging fpr us, It 
requires no very great forefight to obierve 
the toils which are gathering round us, I 
thank God, I need not at this period ruflj 
into them, and, therefore, I fpel easier than 
when I left England^ 

I am, &c, 

J. H, 

P, S , In order rfiat my terms may be fully 
widcrftpod, I repeat to you, that I fhould 

(9 
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fo far compromiie the matter^ to accept 
of twelve guineas for the next feafon, 
and fifteen for the two fucceeding— But 
I cannot play for twelve, without an aA 
fucanceof therefl. 



At 
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At the commencement of the winter 
'779» ^^ removed to Covent Garden, at 
a falary of twelve pounds a week, and 
performed feyeral chara^rs, new to hittig^ 
with encreafed reputation -^Macbeth, for 
the firft time at this Theatre, on the i8th 
of Odtpber. 

4 

When he appeared with the daggers 
after the murder of Duncan, I thiqk the 
countenance of horror and remorfe which 
he aiTqmedi was equal to ^ny e^fhibition -I 
ever iaw upon the ftage, and much critical 
Icnowledge of the charadler w^s displayed 
through the whole ; yet in the other fcenea 
he wanted the fp^king terrors of. Mr, 
Garrick's look and ^6tion, which can no 
* more be defcrihed than they can be eijualledt 

Th^ fummer of i/So he pafled at Liver-, 
ppol, Tq fay he was. well recQived^ will. 

he 
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be 9^ repetition of that which has been already 
iaid, but, furely, the adlor who has powers 
cf attra<ftion fufficicnt to induce men of 
fcience to come from diftant parts of a 
province to be prefent at his performance, 
jnuft be allowed to derive fome honour 
from their attendance; efpecially when it 
i$ cpnfidered, that province was ' Lanca-* 
ihire ; for it will not be eafy to find ^ny 
country fo eminently diftinguifhed for the 
liberality and fcientific knowledge, of 
thofe who have been, and are its inha« 
bitants. 

In the winter he returned to Covent- 
Garden. Among other charafters he per- 
formed Wolfey, His fenfible fpcaking an^ 
accurate elocution marked the charafer, but 
in fome of the fcenes he wanted that dignity 
** which 
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iHiich the poet and hiftorian* (for an hif-* 
torian dur immortal draniatift may be called) 
lias given to the haughty Cardinal. 

He played Sir John Brute, and I thought 
pleafantly, but Mr. Garrick obferved, ** it 
was the city Sir John, for egad he had nei- 
ther the air nor the manner of the rake of 
lalhion." 

I believe it was in this feafon he firft per- 
lonated lago, a character in which per- 
haps he has not been equalled. A very 
good idea of the manner in which he 

looked 



• ♦ A writer of fomc eminence fays, that the great 
Duke of Marlborough. was ignorant of Englifh hiftory, 
and to prove his aflertion, gives an inftance of his Grace 
having once quoted Shakefpeare, as an authority upon 
a difputed point. The iiiftance was furely unfortu- 
nate. 
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looked %U niay be formed from Bartolozzi's 
engraving; when I add it was from a 
jfketch by Stuart, though at only onejitting^ 
^tis fcarce nepeflary to fay it exhibits a moft ' 
ftriking refcmblance. 

Sir Charles Eafy he played for a be- 
liefit. The charafter fat heavy upon him. 
I remember Fopte qfed to tell of an emi- 
nent aftor of the old fchool, who being, 
informed he muft play Richard the Thirds 
the following night, returned for anfwer to 
the manager^ ^' thajt his rheumatifm was 
fo bad he could fcarcely ftir hand or f6ot,\ 
but if they would get up the Carelefs Huf- 
band, he was ready to play Sir Charles Eajy^ 
inftead of the king." 

Finding it impoffible to make his own 
jterms in the flimmer of 1781, he had not 
any Theatrical employment^ except that he 

one 
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«ic night played FalftaiF at the Haymar- 
ket, for the benefit of Mr, Edwin, 

His hours of leifure he frequently cm^ 
ployed in copying old plays, and I verily 
believe it was upon thefe occafions only, 
Aat he read them, for no man had Icfs 
reverence for the black letter than 
Mr* John Henderfon, His opinion of 
large libraries was not much more favour*' 
able. He ufed to quote the remark 
of fbmebody, who faid, ^^ that inofl 
men who got together vaft quantities of 
books, put him in mind of the Italian 
finger who founded a Seraglio/' I believe, 
in general, the greateft coUeftors arq not 
the moft remarkable for being the deepcft 
readers. Indeed the time taken up in hunt- 
ing after fcarce books y does not leave much 
fcarned leifure for perufing them. 

The 
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In the fummer of 1782 he played at Li- 
verpool, where I think his benefit amounted 
to nearly two hundred pounds. 

In the winter he performed Lufignan, 
but his powers were unequal to either that 
or Lear, The pathetic was not his forte^ 
had he been left to the choice of his own 
characters, I believe he would no more have 
played Lear than Romeo. He thought 
highly, and not unjuftly of his own me- 
rit in ipeaking the Chorufles to Henry 
the Fifth, which being rather an unpo- 
pular play, he did not, I believe, appear in 
after January 1779, when I faw him. His 
figure acquired grace from the Vandyke 
habit. His recitation led me to regret it 
was not repeated. He was accurate, ani- 
mated, energetic. 



la 
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In the November of 1783 he appeared 
in Tamerlane, to Mr. |Cemble's Bajazet; 
but the fire of the tj^arinic Bajazet predo- 
minated over the tame Tamerlane, who, 
notwithftanding the avowed intention of the 
poet, was to give a femblance of, and pay 
a compliment to, our third William, is a 
rapid, heavy, and infipid part. 

The fummer of 1784 he pafled at Edin- 
burgh, and it was obferved, that the Reve^ 
rendi^ and Reverendijfimij laid afide their 
ancient prejudices*, and appeared in a play- 
houfe, to behold Mrs. Siddons, and Mr. 

Henderfon. 

* Thefe prejudices were not peculiar to Scodand ; 
the fame narrowiuefs of fentiment pervaded a numerouf^ 
daft of people in this kingdom', not very many years 
ago. On a fet of itinerants being once tolerably well 
received at Kidderminfter, in Wbrcefterlhire, a Mr. 
Watibn nailed a card, with the following lines, upon 

the 
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Henderfon. How different were the fea- 
timents of this people in the days of that 
fevere fcourge of diffipation, John Knox, 
when the feprefentation of a play would hzrc 
excited horror, and the whole company 
had been devoted to deftrudtion, as a re- 
giment under the banner of the woman <rf 
Babylon* 

During 

the door of the barn where they enabled, which wa$ 
dignified with the name of. The Summer Royal Theatre-* 

^ How art thou fallen, oh ! Kidderminflrer j 

** When every fpulfter, fpinner, fpinftcr, 

^' Whofe fathers livM in f Baxter's prayers, 

'' Are now run gadding after players ; 

*^ Oh ! Richard, couldft thou take a farvc/, 

** Of this vile place, for fin fa fcurvy, 

*^ Thy pious (hade, enrag*d would fcol4 them, 

*' And make |h« barn too hot to hold them." 

•f RJchard Baxter, who was vtry many years rfnifttr of that place* 
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. During the fummer of 1785, he per* 
formed a few nights at Dublin, and was 
honoured by an invitation to the Caftle> 
where he read the ftory of Le Fevre, and 
feme other feledk paflages, from his favourite 
Sternfe, to the Duke and Dutchefs df Rut*' 
land> and tlieir court* 

In the Lent feafbn, . Mr. Sheridan ind he 
united in public readings at Freemafbns 
HalL The terms were thought high, but 
juftified by fuccefs. The opinion enter* 
tained of them by the public, may be ga-^ 
thered from the crouds wh6 attended every 
night during their continuance, and from 
the fum which was gained } t think not lels 
than eight hundred pounds. Having in a 
former page given my opinion of his per- 
formance, I need not repeat it. He how- 
ever read into reputation fome thing* which 

ieemed 
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feemed to have been gathfefedLto the dull 
of ancient, days > and but for fuch a revival 
had probably been ftill covered with the cloak 
of oblivion** Had Mr* Henderfon lived^,^ 
this entertlihmfent would have been conti- 
nued, as he requefted from a gentleman emi^ 
nent for his tafte and judgement,^!- a felec* 
tion from thofe writers moil likely to b( 
popular* 

Frevious to his voyage tb Dublin> fome 
little diiFerences between Mrw Harris and 
him had been accommodated, and he renewed 
an engagement* for four years> I have been 
told, at feventeen, eighteen, nineteen and 
S twenty 

. * One Printlellet (old 6000 CoJ)ie8 of Jbhn Gilpin's 
Kace, which had been feveral years before ptinted in 
line of the public papeisj but fcarcely noticed* 

t Wr. Caleb Whitefooard* 
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twenty pounds a week. But his lafl: per- 
formance was Horatius litrthe Roman Fa- 
ther, on the third of November, lyS^^ 



He was jfoon after fcized with a diibr^ 
der which feemed to have fubmitted to me- 
dicine, i)ut when his complaints put on 
Ae moft favourable appearance, a fudden 
death deprived the public of an excellent per- 
former, and his friends of an agreeable 
companion, on the 25th of Novcniber, 17^ S» 
in the 40th year of his age. 

An eminent fufgeon gives the following 
account*: 

*' Henderfon's liver was entirely undi* 
fcafedj tlie lungs in perfedl health; the 
br^in had hO extravafation, whatever to cx^ 
ternal appearance. His ftomach was pre-* 
ternaturally ftrong. His heart was the only 

part 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 459 ) ^ 

per^ r part of the fyftem which failed. His heart 
Fa- was literally broken, that is, it had loft 
its accuftomed lirmnefs^ of tone. It is by 
far the ftouteft mufcle in the human body^ 
and the leading veflels were all offified, or 
oflifying. In fhort, if I had not known Mt. 
Henderfon, and feen his face, his teeth, and 
his hair, I fhould have fuppofed from his 
heart, that his age had been ninety." 

On the third of December following, he 
was interred in Weftminfter Abbey, near 
Dodlor Johnfon and Mr. Garrick> the 
chapter and the choir attending to pay 
refpe^S to his memory. His pall was fup* 
ported by the honourable Mr. Byng, Mr. 
Malone, Mr. Whitefoord, Mr* Stevens, 
and Mr. Hoole* 

S a I have 
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I have not feen any epitaph to his mcn 
mory, nor. is it eafy to write one pro- 
perly defcriptive bf his profeffion. 

*^ The Actor only, fhrinks from time's award j 
Feeble tradition is his memory's guard ; 
By whofe feint breath his merits muft abide, 
Unt^uch'd by proof— to fubftance unallied !" 

The moft concife Epitaph I recoiled to 
have feen upon a player, v^as 

Exit Burbage. 

From the time of his enfre on a Lon- 
don ftage, he was overwhelmed with in- 
difcriminate and ill judged flattery. This 
might ferve the manager, but injured the 
player, and inflated the man, 

-.- .^ 
It fo far kindled the embers of vanity in 
his mind, as to demand the full' exerciie of 

his 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 26i ) 

his undcrftanding to keep them from a 
blaze. It called forth critical oppofition, 
which fometimes produced too fcvere a 
fcrutiny. 

His death has embalmed his name, lincc 
that time we have had, not charaders, but 
echoing plaudits. Profeffing to defcribe 
what Henderfon was, they tell you what 
a player and a man ought to be. 

Such eulogies difplay the ingenuity of 
the writer, but do not much fanftify the 
objeft of their adulation. 

They have enveloped his character in tl>c 
mift of panegyric, and in their zeal to con- 
fecrate his memory have forgotten that ex- 
cefs of decoration difguifes and delTrroys the 
rcfemblance, of thofe it is intended to dig-^ 
S 3 wfyi 
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nlfy J for to all the defcriptions of him 
which I have feen, it was neceflary to in- 
fcribe the name, or I ihould never have 
fuipe<3:ed fuch high coloured pidures were 
intended as portraits of Henderfon, 

Abfolutc perfeftion is not the lot of 
humanity, and after all the fine things which 
have been faid, his relative merit is the cri- 
terion by which he muft be tried, nor will 
that merit fufFer much diminution by being 
oppofed to thofe with whom he was co- 
temporary. 

If it ihould be thought I am too minute, 
I can only anfwer, that when reading of a , 
man who was eminent, I have ever wifhed 
to know what were his peculiar diipoiitions, 
and domeftic habits, by what qualities he 
. attf adled attention, and what were the me- 
thods by which he acquired reputation. 

By 
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By {bme it may be thought that I over- 
rate his abilities, and there may l3e thofe 
who will think I have not allowed him all 
that he poflefled. In the delineation of a 
man's perfon, ordifpofition, I confider like* 
pefs to the original as the leading excellence, 
and that I have attempted in* the following 



CHARACTER^ 

As an ador he had many diiadvantages 
to cope with. His height was below "the 
common fkndard* He had an uncompafted 
frame. His limbs were ill proportioned; 
they were too fhort ; he had not much of 
that flexibility of countenance which anti- 
cipates the tongue, that language of the 
eye which prepares the fpedlator for the 
S 4 coming 
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coming fentence, enchains attention, and tn^ 
iures partiality.* 

His voice wanted the melifluous jfilvcr 
found which charms the ear, and was de-.^ 
4.cient in that dignified ftrength which com-:- 
ijiands refpeft. It was jiqt fuited to the 
foftnefs of love, where th? very found pro- 
duces fympathy, nox to the wild rage of 
tyranny, which awes the multitude, 

But the ftrength of his judgment, and 
the fervency of his mind, broke through 
the mounds which nature feemed to hs^ve 
placed between him and qcgellence, 

Hi« 



♦ He frequently faid, ** Whenever he threw meaning 
into his eye, // was from fomwhat spbUh lay behind ^, 
for he was confcious, naturally^ it was heavj^, and de- 
ftitute of expreflion." In the hours when his counte- 
iiaape was lighted up, it horQ a ftrong refemblance tq 
a portrait of Betterton,* by Sir Godfrey Kjfiell«r, in t^Q 
poflcifion of Mr, Samuel Irelain!, 
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. His comprehcnfion was ample, hii 
knowledge diverfified, aiid hU elocution 
accurate. 

Where fenfible recitation was the leading; 
feature of- a character, - he- had no fuperior. 
In the varieties of Shakefpeare's foliloquy, 
where more is meant than meets the ear, 
he had no equal.' 

In that fpecies of eloquence, he difcri- 
mlnated with peculiar propriety the me- 
lancholy Jacques, and the penfive Hamlet, 
the whimfical Benedick, and the voluptuous 
FalftafF, In the whole, of that part he 
wa§ without a competitor, and not having 
left any lawful fucceflbr, the humour of the 
fat knight muft be confined to the clofet. 

Being little acquainted with fencing, or 
daacing, his deportment was neither cafy 

nor 
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nor difengagcd, and in fccncs where the 
former accompliihment was ncceflary, ap* 
pearcd to great difadvantage. Sometimes 
the fuperior ikill of his opponent ftruck the 
fword from his hand, at the moment which 
required its firmeft graip — yet the charafter 
of Hamlet, he fuftained with fuch tafte, feel- 
ing, and propriety, that we forgot cv^ry 
light imperfe(5tion ; and, except when he 
would faw the air with rather too much 
famenefs, he approached very near perfedtion^ 
His manner of fpeaking three words, " The 
fair Ophelia /" ftill vibrates upon my ear. 
It was equal to Mrs. Crawford's, was he 
alive ? Superior it could not be. 

In the inftruftions to the players, it will 
n<5t"be violating truth, to fay, he excelled 
Mr. Garrick. In one, we faw the Manager j 
in the other, the Prince of Denmark. 

His 
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His range was extenfive, cfpecially in 
comedy. I do not fo much mean in the 
number of parts, as their oppofitioa of 
charadter*# 

In the flimfy declamation of modern tra- 
gedy, he added little to his reputation. 
Shakefpeare was the deity he worfhipped,. 
entered into the fpirit of the charad:ers, as 
drawn by that mighty mafter of the human 
heart, and feeling with enthufiafm, exhibited 
them with ardour. Yet to fome he was 
unequal ; and who has been able to per- 
fonate all the creations of a Shakeipeare's 
boundlefs fancy ? 

He 

♦ To inftance a few. What can be more diflimilar 
than lago and Benedick ; Hamlet and Falfaft ; Shylock 
and Pofthumus ; Jaques and Don John ; Brutus and 
Comus ; Cardinal Wolfey and Sir John Brute 5 Leon 
and Sir Giles Overreach. 
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He had moft uncommQn powers of imi- 
tation, and gave, with the voice and gefture, 
die countenance, turn of thought, and lan- 
guage of the perfon whofe manner h» 
alTumed*. 

Of his abilities as a writer, I have had 
fo frec^^uent oqcafion to give my opinion 

in 

* I recoUeft a circumftance, which will more fully 
explain what I mean. 

When I once came with Him from the late Doftor 
Johnfon's, I remarked that we had forgotten to mention 
one of his old friends having juft married a third wife. 
I added, " What would the Doftor have faid to it ?'* 
" Sir," replied Henderfon, " he would would have faid, 
man is bom to be deceived. We fee daily inftances 
where expeilation fubdues experience. Thi$ will be 
an additional example of the fallacy of hope, and difap- 
. pointment of expeftation. Yet we muft allow the man 
has courage^ or after the fufFerings of two campaigns, he 
would not voluntarily expofe himfelf on the forlorn hope. 
— He mil he blown upy Sir /" 
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in this volume, that I will not' repeat 
what has been already faid — I fubmit them 
to the judgment of the reader. 

He was a clofe and acute rcafbner, and 
an expert logician. Though ignorant of the 
names of his weapons of argurnent, he 
could wield them with adroitnefs and 
power. 

In the polite arts he had a good tafte ; 
to an eye that quickly difcerned defedls in 
fculpture, or painting, he joined a freedom 
of ridicule, which did not add to the 
number of his friends amongft the fecond 
clafs of artifts. 

His memory was uncommonly tenacious, 
and to that he was more indebted than to 
laborious ftudy, or clofe application, for in 
his early years he was indolent. But his 

quicknefs 
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quicknefs of perception foon attained what- 
ever he attempted, ^and once attained it bp- 
came his own. 

. He ufed to expatiate on Dr. Johnfon's 
tendency to fuperftition, and affeded more 
freedom of thinking than he poflefled, for 
lie believed much which he would not ac- 
knowledge. 

' His fpiritswere generally high, but there 
were hours, even after he had the moft 
flattering profpeds of fame and fortune, 
when they funk into the loweft depreflion** 
Whether he acquired this tendency from 

the 



* At fuch times be has <rften told me the following 
ftory : — When his brother was ten, and he not more 
than eight years of age, their well being depending upon 
the life of iheir mother, Ihe was afflided with a violent 

nervous 
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the bookfi Jbe read^ or his diipofitioh led 
him to iUch ftudies, I will not determine j 
it is however certain that his reading was 

uncommonly 

nervous diforder, which had funk her into a deep riielait^ 
choly* While fuiFering under thiS^ (he one naorning 
left her houfe and children, who waited her return with 
impatience. Night approached^ but their parent did 
not come. Full of terror, the two boys werit in fearch 
of her. Ignorant what courfe to take, they wandered 
until midnight, about the places where (he ufed to walk, 
but wandered without fuccefs. They agreed to return 
home, but neither of them knew the way. Fatigued, 
alarmed, diftreffed, they fat down on a bank to weep, 
when they obferved at fome diftance a luminous ap- 
pearance, and fuppofing it a candle in fome friendly ha- 
bitation, haftily direfted their fteps towards it. As they 
moved, the light moved alfo, and glided from field to 
field, for a confiderable time. At length, it feemed fixed, 
and on their near approach, vaniflied on the fide of a 
large piece of water. On the margin, they found their 
mother in a ftate from which (he was roufed by the 
prefence and tears of her children. 

This 
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uncommonly multifarious. It compfe- 
hended all books upon apparitions, iliufions 
of the devil, and vifions, from Adye's Can** 
die in the Dark to Califs Wonders of the 
invifible World. He had trod the whole 
circle of witchcraft, from the Hijiory of the 
Witch (f Endor^ to the Story of Mary 
Squires. Books of horror he had perufed 
from Fox*s Martyrology, to the Account 
of the Dutch Cruelties at Amboyna. To all 
this he added a thorough knowledge of the 
Englifh claflicsi whofe beauties he fully 
conceived, and eminently diiplayed, by the 
judgment, variety, and humour of his pub- 
lic readings • He knew the French lan- 
guage 

This he has often aflerted, he religioufly believed to be 
neither an ignus fatuu^^ nor a creation of the imagination, 
but a kind interpofition of Providence, for the pre* 
fervatioa of the widow, and the widow's fons. 
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' gUag^ well, and ^oke it with great fluency 
and elegance* 

His temper was placid^ and under very 
Uncommon government ; I have riot the re* 
GoUedtion of ever having feen him in a paf- 
fion> He was not afhamed of obligations, 
but frequent in his acknowledgments* 

In the acquirement of friends he was for- 
tunate. The later years of his life were ho- 
iioured with the notice of men from whofe 
coriverfation much was to be gathered, and 
his own equability of temper, and acdomo- 
dating manners conciliated their regards* 

if there was fometimes a little inter-" 
jchangp of flattery, it was perhaps equally 
gratifying to each party^ Henderfon faid^ 
*' it is the cotnmerce of life, and when 
any one avows himfelf 'fo faftidious that 
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his mind revolts at fuch. inccnfe, wc m^ 
fairly prefume, he pretends to rejedt what 
was never offered, and rails at that branch 
of dev6tion> becaufc he is not the objeft 
of it." He acknowledged it pleafcd him, 
and boldly ailertcd that no aftoc could per- 
forin virell unlefs he wa^ flattered, both in 
and out of the theatre* * 

Like 

* I think it Was the late Mr. Topham Beauclcrc, 
who inferted as a note in Gibber's Apology — ^That Mr* 
Garrick told him, whea he read Lethe to his Majcfty, 
he ftlt fuch a prelTure fipon his fpirits, as difkbled him 
from giving any force to the different charadersof his 
own farce. His powers were frozen, and he was fcarce 
capable of reading it to the conclulion. *' Conceive to 
jourfel^ faid he, a man wrapped up in a wet blanket 
reading a play to a king, and you willbave a perfect idea 
of; my lituation.'* 

This proves what Cibber afle^t^ in his Apology, vol. 2. 
page 76. That a^ors accuftormd to loud and general pku* 
dits cannot exert tbemfehes without. 
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Like liis predeceiTor m his moil popuiaf 
character, he V^s not averfe to the pleafurcs 
of a good table, and they were well be- 
llowed upon him ; he became exhilarated* 
1 nevef faw him play Falftaffwith fo much 
glee, as one evening of a lord-mayor's day, 
when he had dined and drank fack and fugar 
at the houfe of a friend. His eye was lighted 
up, and his whole countenance beamed vo- 
luptuous humour. 

Having been early iorced into the pradtice 
of ftria oeconomy, he was fully feiifible of 
the value of money, and acquired a habit 
of rejedling all expence which was not ab- 
folutely neceflary, and the criterion was not 
his income, but his wants. With this at- 
tention the wages of his labour naturally ac-' 
cumulated, and confidering him as knowing 
fo well how to profit by his talents, lie was 
T 3 a fiiigulaf 
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fingular inftance o? prudence being united 
with genius. 

I think if he had lived as long as Mr. 
Garrick, he would have been at leaft as 
rich. 

The letters and poems which follow, 
having no immediate connexioa with the 
anecdotes, it was thought beft to infert them 
at the latter end of the volume. Thofe let- 
ters which are without dates, I have, near 
as my recolledion enabled me, placed in 
the fame progreflion of time in which they 
were written. 



Tq 
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To the Rev. Mr. P . 

London^ OSiober i/?, 1769- 

I differ from you.— -I believe objects of 
ipeculation have more power to charm the 
foul from a fenfe of its affliction, than a£is of 
real and folid benevolence. 

Thegreatnefs of mind which impels men 
to beneficent adtions, prevents their dwelling 
upon them. When a man has acquired an 
habitual generofity, and greatnefs of foul, 
the exercife of that generofity, ^akes little 
or no durable impreflion upon his mind; 
it is become a part of his nature, and per- 
formed without attention. It is not fo with 
that fpecies of wifdom which impels the 
foul to dart into the regions of enquiry and 
inveftigation. The fpirits are agitated, the 
T 3 paffions 
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psiffions.arc engaged, and expand in the pur- 
fuit.— With what extacy does the niindglow 
upon every new acquifitioHt— ^How in a fine 
frenzy rolling-^ doth it 

*' Glance from heaven to earth, 

<* From earth to heaven, 

.'^ And as imagination bodies fortli 

*' The fornis of things unknown, 

M Turns them to fliape, 

^ And gives to airy nothing, 

^ A local habitation and ^ name,** 

Every faculty is in exertion-«^pain, fick- 
nefs, poverty, and all its confequential 
horrors, where are ye-^funk, loft, and trem- 
bling, at the throne of Genius ••-'-What 
but its wondrous potency could invigorate 
fo many great men, and turn the darknefs 
of their dungeon into light, 

mxh 
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Hath not the foul continued its purfuits, 
with lank and flefhlefs famine on one fide, 
and reftlefs juftice, bearing in her hand 
an iron key, on the other. Gracious hea- 
ven ! When afflidlion reareth the mafly club ! 
When oppreffion fhaketh the whip of fcor- 
pions ! — ^give me but one ipark of this dir- 
vine enthufiafm, and I will endure the. 
blow* •^•^* *,^(F^ * * * 



T4 T» 
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To the Rev, Mr, P- 



I I I I « .< 



London^ December 2\^ iy6g^ 

I HAVE received your prefent ; 1 gave ono 
of the pheafants to Mr. - ■ ■ I thank 
j;ou for the other — I ate it where you were 
cordially drank tO"-«^make a pun of that^ 
find you niay fuppofe we to^fted you ir» 
Geneva, 

I have a defign in meditation, which if 
it fucceeds I fhall with promptitude convey 
to you, I reafon upon your temper fromt 
piy own, and ftate you to myfelf as interefted, 

in all my concerns. -^^ Holland the come- 

4i^n is dead, and ranting is no more.*?— t 
Junius is outrageous, but vain is eloquence 
eraphftinancy lofes all fenfes, but that of 

feelin|;,-«« 
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feeling,— I write this in poor fpirits and 
worfe hedth, an impertinent cold has fixed 
upon my throat, and a troublefome'pain 
upon my head, and this I owe to Gar- 
rick's playing Haftings the other night. — I 
fhould be tempted to moralize here upon the 
conftant fucceffion of pain to entertainment, 
but that I will not ufurp your province; 
f' 

I long to tranflate a fermon of Flechler's 
upon Chrtjlmas-day I I never met with aa 
introdudlipn fo fuitably majeftic, and lan- 
guage fo full of dignity — you may poflibly 
have it done by the next year, though I 
don't know whether it would fuit your au- 
dience.'^'^There is another alfo, upon tbe 
wife mens offerings ^^ which my heart burns to 
copy. — I never before confidered their offer- 
ipgp of gold, and myrrh, as emblematical, 
but only as prefeats of bonoui: and humi- 
lity. 

Mr. 
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Mr. D — — defires to be remembered to 
you ; I gave him a hint of the thirty fer-* 
mons you received. He looked a little dii^ 
concerted, and I believe repents his refulal. 

We have a new comedy ; I have not 

feen it played, but I borrowed the . pam- 
phlet> and I do not recolledl ever to have 
read any thing more dull and uninter-. 
cfting, and yet it fucceeds with the town, 

I am, &c. 

J. HENDERSON. 



To 
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To Mr. — — , 

Who faid, " Hefometlmis aSied againft the convtStion 
pf his feelings^ rather than he unlike the reft of the world** 

London Dec. 2^tb. 

• Dare to be wife,— begin, — for once begun, 
^^ Your tafl^ is cafy,— half the work is done." 

Horace. 

A S long as the modes of fafhion con- 
tinue to be repugnant to wifdom, this 
counfel of Horace will deferve the clofefl: 
attention. To fleer againft the popular cur- 
rent of error is indeed a noble daring. — A 
mere ipeCulative theorift, whofe ideas are 
gathered, more from the volume of recorded 
incidents, than from the fphere they were 
8<Scd in, would think it unneceflary to 

enjoin 
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enjoin men to dare to be, that which his 
books inform him every man ftruggles to be 
thought ; but the man of the world fees 
inftances every day, either in hiraJfelf or 
others, where many opportunities of acquir- 
ing wifdom, or difplaying it, are negled:ed, 
not from adtual ignorance, or inaptitude of 
conception, but from an indolent or cow- 
ardly adlierence' to the reigning faihioM of 
▼ice, error, impudence, or prefumption, ' 

True courage cncreafes with the profpe(ft 
of danger* — That there is great danger 
in oppoling the world in their moft ardent 
purfuits, every one will allow who has ever 
felt the bitternefs of negleft, or the poignancy 
of ridicule. The foul in almoft every re- 
ipedt adts fuperior to the body; its fufFer- 
ings are more acute, its pleafures more ex- 
quifite. — Many have by conftitutional vigour 
dared to expofe their perfons to all the dan- 
gers 
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gcrs of deftrudlive war, whofe fpirlts are fo 
fubjed: to diftrefs, that popular clamours, or 
even rfie pen of an eflayift, can hold them^ 
in the continual perplexities of terror. 

This argues a Ipecies of courage, very 
different from bodily daring to be neceffary 
in Horace's advice, and a courage much 
fuperior too. 

It has fallen within my obfervation^ to 
lee impertinence and abfurdity, w^hich 
ihocked the underftanding of every one 
except the fpeaker, by mere dint of re- 
fblutc perfeverance change their forms, and ' 
become, if not admired, at leafl: endured. 
And indeed it hath been from fuch a con- 
fident ^elivery, that impertinence and error 
have forced their way into the world as 
they have done. If folly can thus chaiTgc 
opinions, and render itfelf acceptable, how 

much 
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much more fo might wifdom,-— I (hall he 
told, perhaps, that their quahties are fo dif- 
ferent as to render the fame modes of per- 
fuafioh impradicable. — That error is pre- 
fumptuous, and pofitive, and that the con- 
comitants of wifdom, are meeknefs and dif- 
^ fidence. — I do not deny it. — Horace himfelf 
was of the fame opinion, and therefore re- 
commended it to them by the higheft in- 
citement of honour, to ^^ to be wife. He 
thought even meeknefs and diffidence vir- 
tues that were to be concealed, when the ho- 
nour of wifdom was in queftion. — You may 
poffibly quote our great model of chriftianity, 
as an inflance of wifdom and meeknefs, 
united in the fame perfon 2 but I beg leave 
to obferve, that he never delivered his kws, 
or his injundions with timidity — He fuf- 
fered for his manly and bold advancement of 
them. He fufFered with meeknefs, but gave 
laws with (Jignity, firmnefs, and vigour.—* 

The 
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i- The world, I mean the enlightened paii 
of it, have long fince received his maxims^ 
and bluflied for the dilhonour thrown upoa 
the lawgiver. 

Horace wrote in times very nearly rcfem- 
Wing our own. Folly was popular in 
Rome, and fo was courage; he therefore 
thought nothing fo likely to ftimulate his 
countrymen to wifdom, as an exertion of 
their favourite paffion. He would hav^ 
folly vanqtiiflied, and lie in chains, to en- 
creafe the triumphs of thofe who added king- 
doms to the empire. 

Philofophers have been ever accuied of 
want of courage 5 I think Dryden fome- 
where calls them, cowards by profeflion. 
But in this inftance, every one may become 
a hero. It belongs merely to the foul, and 
wifdom Ihould be afhamed to nurfe any opi-^ 

nion. 
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iiion, which it dare not promulgate and de- 
fend. 

To fhcw of how great force example is 
among us, I muft remark that when a geniusf 
rifes, he gives law to * thoufands ; kindlesJ 
imaginations that would have otherwife 
funk into torpor, and warms thofe pens^^ 
which elfe would have frozen- It would 
be the fame, my friend, with every other 
IJp^cies of wifdom — Do but dare to begin, 
with a refolute purpofe and countenance^;, if 
it does not anfwer, fay there is no truth in 

SHANDY. 

Tc> 
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To Mr. I——., 

From, the Banks of the Thames, June i8. 

FOR the books you have my beA thanks. 
I ufed to think I was fond of iifhing, but 
I find it a very dull bufinefs. If the good 
gentleman of' Uz had been devoted to my 
prefent fituatioii, and fixed among fucfe a 
fet of aquatic animals, his patience mufi 
have been exhaufted.^ Sif, fuch a life as t 

U now 

* Doaoi: Franklin^s opinion [of angling, inay be 
guefled at from the following ftoiy, which the fage of- 
ten relates to diofe he thinks Bit with a tafte forpifcatory 
delights. About fix o^clock one Cummer morning, (faid 
the philofojAer) as I was riding by the fide of a funning 
brook in America, lobferved agentlemdfl with his fifh- 
ing rod in his hand, a bafket, a bottle, and all the rc- 
quifites, by his fide. I afked him what fport ?— I have 

not 
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now lead, is fit for nothing but an otter, 
and I believe in my confcience the animals 
I am with are web footed, and have fins. 
They are neither fifh nor flefh, ** A man 
knows not whereto have them,'' but yet I 
cannot quit thefe rodr, and earth worms^ 
thefe ten days. Think what a trcafure was 
your parcel. 

With Mifs Aikin's poems I am de- 
lighted, they abound in elegance and fur- 
blimity, and in harmony not inferior to 

Pope's 

not been here more than two hours, was the anfwer,— i 
When I returned at the clofe of the day, the fame gentle 
fwain was in exaftly the fame place, and at the fame em- 
ployment. I flopped my horfe, and alked him if he 
had been well amufed ? ^^ Exceeding well^' was the reply. 
•^Have you caught many fifli ? — "Not any fir.-' — Had 

many bites ? " No^ not one bite, but I have had a moft 

glorious nibbk ! ! ! 
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Pope's. Indeed, if oppofed to the Eflay on 
Man, that verfification is much excelled* 

Until the arrival of your's, all the print 
\ could pick up in the houfe, from gar- 
ret to wine-cellar, was Bracken s Farriery^ 
Hannah Glaffes Cookery (which by the way 
I very much like, for the laji receipt in the 
book is for 2ifurfeitJ Pomfrefs Poems^ and 
Pope's EJay on Man; which laft I have 
read through, and think it very inferior to 
his other ethic epiftles . It is wonderful that a 
man of fo exquifite a tafte, fo accurate an 
eye, and fo delicate an ear, fhould have de- 
formed his pages, with fuch abbreviations 
as Chanc'/or, Genrql\ Conqu'rorSy Powers, 
Flow'rSy Ev'ryy Heav'n ; I cannot fee how 
his lines are fhortened by them. Heaven 
will' remain two fyllables in any mode I can 
pronounce it, let it be fpelled how you will/ 
Til eternal, Th' apparent, T' inclofey zxidi 
U 2 innumerable 



uigiTizea oy vjv7V7'^iv 



( 292 ) 

innumerable other eiramples might be 
quoted. The philofophy of the Eflay I will 
not prefume to meddle with, but the poetry 
is fome of it very unworthy of Mr, Pope. 
Let us look at the firft page. 

** The latent tra£ls, the giddy heights explore 
Of all who blindly creep, or Jightlefs foar, 
Eye nature's walks, fhoot folly as it flies, 
And catch the manners living as they rife/* 

Where a word ends with an S, a reader 
finds it unpleafant and difficult to begin the 
word following with the fame ferpentine 
letter. Would not blindly foar, have been 
equally poetical, and a better antithefis, 
Xhsjijightle/s foar. I fhould think living 
manners would have been quite as clear as 
manners living.-^But this would be deemed 
high trealbn in the court of Parnaflus^ fo 
** farewel it," till we meet. 

The 
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The tranflations I have returned hy the 
coach. I made feveral attempts to read 
them, but all in vain. I could not for 
the foul of me get thro' three pages. That 
you may not reproach me with returning the 
books \yithout an opinion, take the follow- 
ing four lines. I fcribbled them in the 
marginal leaf of the firft volume, but rc- 
colledting myfelf, thought it would be more 
modeft^r to tear out the leaf, than let theni 
remain in the front of the book, in my 
hand writing. 

In holy church we fee <^ivines tranflated| 
And mitres oft' times grace the emptj; pated. 
How hard, how very hard's an author's fate, 
When empty pated kWovrs will tranflate. 

If you could get hold of Pontoppidan's 

Norway, or Pierre Vaude, or Philip Quarles, 

(I don't mean the Emblem merchant) I 

U 3 would 
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would thank you ; though wc arc likely, to 
cio fomcwhat better now, for a good plea- 
fant fellow joined oxiv partie this morning,^ 
I walked with him into the church-yard, 
but there was nothing worth the trouble of 
an Epitaph hunter. — He has given me one 
though which pleafes me. There is a good 
climax in it. Have you ever feen it ? 

Pr^ Greenwood, his Epitaph on his Wife» 

Ah Death ! Ah Death ! thou haft cut down, 
The faireft Green wood in all this town j 
Her virtues and her good qualities are fuch, 
She wa^ worthy to marry a lord or a judge, 
Yet fuch was her condefcenfion, and fuch her hu* 

mility, • 
She chofe to marry me, a Dodlor in divinity. 
For tfiis heroic deed ihe ftands confeft, 
Above all others the phoenix of her fex ; 
And like that bird one young flie did beget, 
That (he might not leave her fex difconfolate. 
My grief for her lofs is fo very fore, 
I can only write two lines more, 
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For this, and every other good woman's fake, 
Never let a blifter be put on a lying-in woman's 
back. 

This is a flrange patched letter, part 
profe, part verfe, and part neither. But 
whatever my letters are, believe that / am 
with the molt profaic fincerity. 

Your s, 

J. HENDERSON. 



U 4 To 
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To Mr. I. 



Bath, Nov. 2, 1774. 

AND fo you have Wn in France. 
Prithee Jack tell me, is there that diiFerence 
in the faces, habits, and charaftexs, of thefc 
people, which appear eth in the lively pour-- 
traitures we fee exhibited of them i are their 
women either fo beautiful, or fo engaging as 
ours, I have not any great ambition to be- 
come either dominican, or capuchine, except 
that I might in either of thofe charafters fea 
a nun en deJhahUlen 

I fancy my face would be deemed too 
friar-rlike already, to be admitted as a lay^ 
(brother, but that tliin, fafting, formal face 
of thine, would be pofitively a letter of re- 
commendation, and I think^ my friend, you 

would 
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would give an attentive ear to the confeffions 
of the young devote^s^ and, upon proper 
terms, grant them abfolution. I vs^ifli I 
had been with yoij- I long to look at a 
noviciate i — but for a lady abbefs — your de- 
fcription hath fatisfied me. 

What you fay of the French officers agrees 
with all I have ever heard. They are gen- 
tlemen by birth and education. The fu- 
perior carriage of the foldiers is owing to 
their being fo univerfally taught fencing, an" 
accomplifhment fo ufeful, fo neceffary, but 
in this country fo much neglefted. As 
tadlics have never been my ftudy, I do not 
feel any great defirc to view their fortifi- 
cations, notwithftanding the great things 
you fay of them. Marlborough was cer- 
tainly a fine fellow, and reward was pro- 
portioned to his merit; but had even he 
planted twice the number of cannon he had 

in 
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in France, againfl his own Blenheim, and. 
employed Monjieur Vauban for his engineer,^ 
it would have flood the ihock: fo maffy. 
and ponderous is that huge heap of littlenefs, 
that I believe it will outlaft the pyramids. 

Can their churches exceed Weftminfter 
Abbey ?— Thofe 

" Stoficd windows, richly dight, 
*^ Carting a dim, religious light." 

imprefs me with t kind of awe I do not 
feel in any other place. If I were an ab- 
folute monarch, I would oblige fuch of my 
fubjedts as had a fanoy for ereding churches, 
to build them of the Gothic order. 

'Tis ftrange there ihould be only one good^ 
pidlure at St. Omer's ; but 'tis made up by 
plenty of reliques. I wifli his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty were vifited by a dream of heaven 

and 
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and Mortimer — But when Salvator*s Witch 
of Endor gives place to a Chincfe palnting^^ 
and that in the palace he inhabits ! — what, 
can we expert ? 

You fay Louis l^atorze will never be for-f 
gotten, though he had left no other, me-^ 
morial than the roads, planted and termi-^ 
nated as they arc ; yet, to an Engliihman, 
^ter ten of their pojies royales, the proipedfc 
moft devoutly to be wifhed is a good fupper, 
which, it feems, you lacked. But though 
both H-^ — s and you haufeated frogs, I 
dare fay you reliflied Burgundy. Yet the 
juice of the grape, without fome folids, 
would fhrink a FalftaiF to a Mafter Slender. 
After all, a capon and a cup of fack, are 
better than fnails and Champagne. Such 

jneagre fare and cold potations *' I 

bate it/' 

I am, 
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I am now going to dine with a Jew : his 
will be a Mofaic treat. Fifli, with oil inftead 
cf fauce, and a turkey ftuiFed with garlick 
was our laft feaft. T!his may, perhaps, be 
a boiled goofe and peafe-pudding, a flew of 
venifbn in four cyder, and a mutton-feufagc 
pafly. I wifh the worthies of old would. 
have confidered, before they made fo many 
laws about eating, that though the tables of 
the law were very properly in their depart- 
ments, thedining tables^^/^^^more peculiarly 
in the province of the ladies. If prohibiting 
what is good be a fin, which I firmly believe 
it is, both Mofes and Pythagoras have much 
to anfwer for. They banifhed beans and 
bacon between them, and that, let me tell 
you, is no bad difh when a man is hungry, 
in fpite of their philofophy. 

I fuppofe the women are returned, heavy 
laden with the labours of the loom and the 

fpoils 
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ipoils of the nunnery, and, I hope, cfcapcd 
the Cuftom-houfe inipedors. Farewcl : if 
you, or your carafpofay will return me as 
much, and as complete nonfenfe as I have 
written, I will acknowledge that you have 
not travelled in vain, nor furveycd ilrange 
countries for nought. 



Tour's^ ever. 



L H. 



To 
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To Mr. I . 

Bath^ October loth. 

1 B E G your excufe for. my lilence, 
but I have fuch a multitude of bufinefs 
upon my mind, that it takes away my 
power, and abates much of my inclina- 
tion to write. 

You muft not be offended at this, be- 
caufe it contains no difreiped: or abatement 
of the fincere and juft affeftion I have Tor 
you. — Make my compliments and thanks 
to Mrs. > for the waiftcoat, which is 

ten times more admired than I am, and the 
girls will run the length of the parade, to 
fee my flow;er'd and gilt belly, who would 
not quit their own threflibld to fee me. 
Foote is down here, and I have talked to 

him 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 3^3 ) 
him a good deal, and dined at a gentle- 
man's where he was, Garrick wrote a let- 
ter to Mr. Taylor the other day, which:! 
faw, and he fpeaks very handfomely of mc^ 
I play away here in the old way; I, 
played one new charaifter laft week, (Pierre) 
and am preparing with all my might and 
main for twelve more at leaft. Dodor 
Dodd is here, and I have dined with him 
too. Defire Mrs. » to believe I love 

her, and to leave ofFabuiing me as^e uilbd 
to do, and do you thinjc me unalterably, 

Your's, 

J. HENDERSON, 
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To Mr. I 

Bath, zd May. 

THANKS, thanks, thanks for your 
care about my mother — you make me very 
cafy by telling me you intereft yourfelf for 

her 1 cannot write long letters nor good 

ones now, fo you muft be content with 
friendly ones. 

It is now one of the firft wifhes of my 
heart that *————* may Iwing, for who- 
ever injures my dear friend*- * fhall 
have all the bitternefs of my foul attend 
him. — ^Why or wherefore is no matter.—— 
If I had intereft with the devil, (which by 
the bye I believe I never fliall have) I would 
beg a double portion of remorfe and internal 
torment for that rafcal. 

To 
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^o Mfi t*** — -^k 

Birrningham^ July 8, ljj6l 

My Dear I — -"^ 

Vt is very ftrange td me^ that triy mother 

fhoiild not have received my letters* I 

wrote to her the day before I fet out for this 

place* I told her of my defign to pafs my 

fumm6f here-*^However, on the receipt of 

your'si I have again written to her* If thai 

letter alfo fhould mifcarryi pray^ liiy deaf. 

friend, tell her that it invited her to liv6 

with me at Bath* It told her^ that I wchild 

procure her an aparttnent in the fame hdufe 

with me if I could ; if not^ I will provide 

her with a lodging near me : but I rather 

t^ink and hope, that we may live together* 

I fhall be there the latter end of September* 

There is nothing in my powef which I 

X would 
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Woald not do, to make that excellent wotiiafl 
happy— She and you Jack, have but one 
fault, and that is, too great a partiality for 
a very filly fellow— But be that as it may, I 
Ihall be uneafy 'till I have her v^ith me. 
As to yourfelf, my worthy friend, I fcarce 
know what to fay; my heart longs to talk 
with you, but its fenfations arc fo fimple, 
and fo boyifh, I know not how to write 
them. I love ydur peace, your happinefs, 
and would I could promote it; I love 
*— — »* too } pfay tell her fo j tell h^ that 
no one on earth, except thyfelf, my friend,^ 
can have a better fenfe of her deferving, os 
a truer affedicm for her« 

Acfietr^ 
J. HENDERSOl^. 
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*to Mr. f- 



JU^Aki 



Birmingham^ Jufy 26, 1776; 

|)£Ar I-J-i*^ 

1 HAVE received a letter from ihy 
ibother, which I have really had no time td 
anfwer," and now I know not where (he isi^^ 
Perhaps you da, for (he tell« me fhe fhoUld 
go to London* She objefts to cbming ttf 
£ath> On account of the weight of her hag- 
g^ge^ and the experice of its carriage ; but 
that is nothings Pray tell herj Jack, that 1 
(hall be two Ifeafohs more at Bath> fey iaf-^ 
tides, and I had rather have her with m^i 
than that (he (hould be Kable' io inoih<^ 
Veniences elfewhere* I find that (he has 
be6h vity ill treated in the country^ and 
my heart aches to think of it > for if therl 
•ver was unafiedted and genuine (imjplicity'i 
K » Hud 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



tnd innocence of heart, it is rri my mothef^ 
I ihall not be at eafe if I have her not with 
tnt; for I not only feel a fcnfe of duty, but 
a lively and tender afFe<5tion for her— I know 
her pecufliarities, and can indulge them bet- 
ter than any other perfon, and I think it Vill 
give her happinefs to fee and know iny 
fanner of ^ living, &c. Do, my dcareffc 
friendi tell her what I fay^ and if fhc wants 
«ioney let her have it; and I will fend yort 
^ draft; for it without delay* ^ 

Believe mCji t' 

YoUf's; &c, 

j. H, 



To 
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To Mr, I , 

Birmingham, Aug. 31, 1776. 

Dear I—, 

I HAVE had' letters from my mother, 
who will be with me at Bath— She will go 
through London, and if {i\Q calls on yeu, 
which I defired her to do, I know your 
friendihip will fupply her wijth any money 
ihe may want, and I will remit it to you, 

Mrs, Yates is here at prefent, and we 
played "The Wonder laft night. You cannot 
imagine how I ^vc\ carrefTed by all ranks of ^ 
people, I ihall leave .this place covered with 
Birmingham laurels, 

I play with Mrs. Yates again on Monday, 

^he Roman Father^ and mioft probably 

C: X 3 Shylock 
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IfhylocI? aftcrwar4s* Things jrc ripenlii^ 
for me ji I am not forry, even now, that | 
did not come to irondon* The end will fho\y 
I fhall do very well — I am, in the mean 
|iipc, a,g happy ^§ I l^iave anv ijqtion of being, 
J wifh we could have a dajp pr two together j 
j^i^j (qr thaj \vc muft wgit, 



Jpafewell, 



), nmmMQ^ 



To 
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To Mr. I ^. 

Bath^ OSlober 12, 1776, 

♦ * *. I am very ill at this writing, and 
have been fo this week; but it will g® 
away, pr Do<3;or Schombcrg and I, with 4 
reinforcement of apothecaries, will drive it 
aways— I hope you and *— — ^* are in 
Jjealth; there is po one's health dearer 
IQ nje. 

Did I tell you that I have got my mother 
here, and am combating with her legion of 
gloomy blue D ■ ■*$ too ; but I ought to 
do it, and that is enough for me. 

Adieu, 
X4 J. H, 
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I S C A ]^ C E know how tq begin a 
letter, I Iqng to write to you; J have many 
times been about to acldrefs you, and thougl; 
I never wanted, nor ?ver fhall want a fub-^ 
^(^^ if I were \o write all that my heart 
feel? towards you ^ yet after a certain time 
has elapfed i|i filence, pne knpvt^is not how 
to refume th? fame fan^iliarity, and with the 
Ame fpirit, as if no chafm bad oeen mad? iij 
Pur cofrefpondence ; at leaft J feej it fo,-— 
t iJjQuId hardly h'4ye had courage ngw if 
Mrt -'TT'—rr^ had not told mp you thought 
it unkind in m? to be iilent-^I would dp 
ftJmpft ^ny thing tp remove fuch an ppinion 

from 
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from your rnind, for I love and honour 
Vou with fincere attachment, an4 refpcftf 
i* Something top piuch of this/' 

I fjiall not wonder if you join with all 
py friends in town, to condemn my ftaying 
here in preference to being in London, 
'hecaufe I hear the bufinefs has been very 
partially explained, but I think if it were 
fairly and fully difclofed to you, I fliould 
father have your approbation, I am na- 
turally timorous, and have an inftindive re** 
Judtanee to engage in buftle, contention, 
^nd intrigue, J have no talents for them, 
and therefore think it would not be pru-r 
dent to quit th(? moderate and quiet path I 
am in, for fuch hazardous purfuits, I will 
tell you, my moil diear friend, the fimple prin-* 
ciple on which I adted, and I think it almoft 
an axiom, If I am really wanted on the 
J^pndon ftage, I ought to be placed there 

on 
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on honourable and advantageous terms, an4 
J /hould be Co. If I am not really wanted, 
I have no bufincfs there, nor can the de- 
fign of having me there be Other than trea- 
cherous an^ pernicious. Yet farther, It 
was only propofed to engage me for one 
yearj a propofal by which the manager 
hazarded nothing, as the very npvelty of 
one who had been talked of as I had been, 
would have p^id in very few nights the fa^ 
lary I was to receive j an4 /hazarded eveni 
fbing by if, 

My friend W * tells me he has 

thoughts of taking orders, a view which 
I am perfuaded you will encourage, and 
promote, as he cerjrainly has not, any 
more than myfglf, talentj; fpr b^^mff^fs and 
chicane j I vr?i^ ycij fenfibly touched with 
his misfortunes, and think the church is 
the only afylum h^ ca^ meet with fro^j 

them 
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fhtm* Biit ^ou will jud|;e bcttf r thm | 

I hope, my dear friend, you hava^ h^alt^, 
^nd jhat is all I need wi.fh It^o fuch a heart, 
ijnd fuch a capacity as yours ; felicity and ho- 
liour will naturally follow fuch goodnefs, ap4 
fuch i^nderflan4ing, if (heir operatipns aj-^ 
I^Qt retarded by ficknef§* 

Relieve ipe, ^Qf 

J, IfENpERSQN. 
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Jnfcrikd under the PiSture of a Lady wbQ 
had Jli^bted the Author^ 

(Written in 1 769.) 

ONWARD it prefles with an eager vieW| 
More fplendid fcenes, and tranlports to purfue \ 
Far as ambition's piercing eye can fee. 
Nor once regards humility and me. 
No gentle blandifhmejits arreft its fpeed. 
Nor once it ftops, though love and meeknefs Ueedt 
Bleed in its path, and tremble in its courfe, 
Weak ties have love, againft ambition's force. 

By plcafure urgM— ^urg*d by ambitioi\*s fting, 
From love, from me, from tendernefs yox» fpring. 
Your pifture, faithful to your heart as face^ 
Eludes my grafp, and mpcks my fond embrace. 
No more from folemn thought to mirth I fly, 
No more the heart exults, no more the eye 
Darting abroad, collefts oach fcattered ray, 
'fyhicb humour beam'd, and fancy led aftray, 

InfcHM 
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Infcribed under a Print of Orpheus playing 
6u bis Lyre^ being the Frontifpieee to a 

young Ladfs Mujic Book^ 
■ • • 
( Written in 1768. ) 

WHEN Oi-pheUs fang, or fwcctly touched his lyr^, 
'fiuch heav'n born founds the woods and groves infpire ^ 
The rugged rocks, and wood-clad mountains dance^. 
And wild with pleafuire, at his fong advance i 
Such melody ffern Pluto's foul difarms^ 
From Pluto^s throne Eurydice it charms. 
At laigth by cruel hands bereav'd of breathy 
(For mufic's fclf cannot contend with death) 
The fhepherds all their rural fports forfook. 
And every eye affum'd a mournful look. 
Each nymph felt anguifli-^grief felt ev'ry fwaiilj 
In place of harmony, fee difcord reign* 
Long in this ftate men liv'dj and had remain'M 
So now—— *But yoif, my fair, have deign'd 
To footh our cares, and foften all our grief. 
And brought fweet melody to our relief, * 
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§o foft the founds, of gtzci and ea(e pofle^^ 
Such airs melifluous humaiuze each bteaft. 
No longer need you envy Orpheus* fame^ 
Since a new Or^hciis reigns in *— u-^— ^s name* 



Ji Receipt to make a PaJoraL 

TAKE firft two handfuls of wild thyme^ 

Or any herb that fuits your rhyme. 

And Oired it finely o'er your plains^ 

Fit tb receive your rolling fwains* 

With crocus, violets, and daifies. 

Be fure to fill the' Vacanf places ; 

Then plant your groves and myrtle bower% 
(Well water'd with celeftial fhowers) 
And, to avoJd the critics qUarret, 

A fprig or two of Virgil's laurel. 

Your ground thus laicf, yoiif frees thus placM, 

Sweeten'd with flow'rs to your tafte. 

Your fhepherd take, and as is wont. 

Baptize hhn at the poet's fonL 

Adorn him ^ith fcrip, crook, and ree4 

Atid lay him by for farther need* 
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Then take a damfel neat and fair. 
And in a fillet bind her hair, 
Give her a flock of tender (hecp. 
And keep her by you— *She will kee^f 



An imitation of a French Pqfiorali 

i 

DAPHNIS one day bis flock had led 

Into a verdant grove : 
Not far off) Phillis in the ttLiAe^ 

Had brought her lambs to rov^ : 
Bpth of them met each other^ 
Her Daphnis faw. 
Him Phillis law, 
Each of them iaw the other. 

IL 

Goocf dayy (weet flieepherdefs, (aid h^ 

Shepherd laid (he good day^ 
tn yonder orchard prithee Cbe^ 

'I'he grafs howfreCh and gay ; 



Boib 
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Sdll infkntly went thither | 

Daphnis fat down^ 

PhUIis fat dcfWiiy 
They both fet down together* 

III. 

A nofe^y fcen o/ violets madej 
For Phillis the fhef^rd puird^ 
PhiUis' for him^ in order laid; 

Some flowers nicely cull'd^ - 
Both oller'd them each other i 
Her^Sy Daphni8 tooky 
Kts^ Phillis took, 
Each took them of the othtn 

IV- 
Pchni^ upon thy breaft, he ery'4 

That I this nofegay jdace. 
With mine the pretty lafs replied^ 

I*d fain thy bofom grace- 
Both granted one another j 
HiSj Diphnis plaa'd^ 
Her's, Phillis plac'd, 
Kacb plac'd them on the otbe/* 



V. T^ 
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v; 

To ever true and conftant be, 
Make me, faid he, a vow. 
To conftant be, and true, faid Ihe, 

The fame to me do thou ; 
Both promised one another. 
This Daphnis did, 
This Phillis did, 
They did fo by each other* 



Til* 
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The following little Fragment he wrote fooil 
after his arrival at Bath. There is, I 
think, a fort of whimfical humour about 
it, fomewhat refembling the Hijiorie 
which Mr. Henderfon read into repu- 
tation : but as neither John Gilpin's Race> 
nor Mr. Henderfon's very outre rrianner 
of reading it> ever gave md any very 
extatic pleafure, I think fome apology 
neceflary to the reader, for inferting an 
imperfecfl Ballad* 

A New Ballad, 

YE lords and lordlings lend an ear, 

No wicked lies I write, 
The truth moft truly you fliall hear^ 

For your eafe and delight. 

In Bath a wine-merchant did dwell, 

And C— — y was his name. 
Who by die bleffing of the mufe, 

1 now tranfmit to fame. 

This 
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This wine-merchant a daughter had, 

A daughter brown had he, ' 
Who when flie wore both cap and (hoes, 

Reach'd to her father's khee^ 

When other miffes dreil: their dolls. 

She dreft her mind, I ween, 
And when lier play- mates ma3e dirt pies^ 

She at her book was feeni 

Full broad the ribband which (he wore. 

To bind her head around, 
And right faritaftic were the fhoes. 

Which kept her iFrom the ground^ 

And now, when time had form'd her ear. 

To mufic flie it bent. 
And pleas'd the neighboring gentles all. 

And all folks where flie went* 

Her father grew exceeding proud, 

Exceeding proud grew he. 
And a(k'd the gentles all around. 

His daughter for to fee. 

Y 2 Hoping 
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Hoping, that fomc of noble birth, 
Would be caught by a fong, 

And carelefs of her low eftate. 
In wedlock bind her ftrong. 

The gentles ftac'd, and knew not what 

To do, or what to fay ; 
They wip'd their faces as they could, 

They bow*d, and came away. 

Now fee how pride deftroyeth all 
The knowledge God hath fent^ 

Sith he who ferv'd full many a man. 
Could harbour fuch intent. 

For once, before his heart grew proud, 

A livery he wore. 
And us'd to wait with hat in hand. 

His matter to the door. 

So well he did in this behave, 

So humble then did feem, 
That no one thought of pride or ftate, 

This merchant e'er could dream. 



The 
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The nobles, therefore, notic'd him, 
And bought his wine, to {hew 

That merit they would patronize. 
Though fpning from ne'er fo low. 

Yet all this while no lordling came. 

With offer of his hand, 
Nor fquireling fpruce, nor parfon trim, 

With caflbck and with band. 

What (hall I do, the father cry'd. 
My daughter will grow old, 

And all her Wit, and all her voice. 
Will ferve her but to fcold. 

Then to the fynagogue went he. 
And brought out many a Jew, 

To hear her play, and hear her fing, 
And of her take a view. 

From Pontus, and from Phrygia, 

From Cappadocia eke, 
Thefe wandering pilgrims came I ween, 

Two or three times a week. 
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They lat, they heard, an4 took their fiiufl^ 
And wondering, rollM their eyes, 

And then protefted, — that without 
Some wine they could not rife. 

Then Franco thin, and Cappa fat^ 

Declar'd upon their word. 
They thought her for a Jew too good, 

.And bid her wed a lord. 

But now comes on a dreadfiil tale, 

I tremble to relate. 
Oh, that fome lord, or bifhop had. 

Torn out this leaf of fate. 

To Bath there came a ftrange young man, 

■ . • • ■ -) 

Nobody knew from whence ; 
Prefuming on fome foolifh gifts. 
Of talent and of fenfe. 

Unto the playhoufe ftraight he went. 

The manager to fee. 
Who gave immediately confent, 

A player he fh«uld be. 
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The day was fixt, the day was come, 

That he fhould firft appear. 
When 1q in Hamlet as he ftood. 

He (hook his hat with fear. 

This damfel faw, this damfel figh'd. 

And bath'd her jetty eyes, 
And faid, my heart is near breaking, 

For Hamlet when he dies. 

The father ftorm'd, and lock'd his doors, 

This player to prevent. 
Swore, like Ophelia, (he (hould drown. 

Before h^'d give confent. 

But fay what bolts or bars, can keep 

A woman from her will ^ 
'Tis more than mortal man can doj^ 



CaUra dejuni. 
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EPIGRAM 

On Jrtaxerxes^ and other Operas^ performed at theTheatreu 

OUR Englifh ftage, which was at firft defigny| . 
To raife the genius, and improve the mind. 
To expofe the various follies 6f the town , 
Seems now contented to expofe its own^ 

^be Blighted Wreath, 

VIViO and green, the laurel Rofcius wore, 
gtill water'd with the foftering dew of praife,^ 

'Till vanity and avarice fwore. 
To have a pluck at his long-envied bays. 

They waited on him — ^welcome guefts they were. 
And artful, took pofleffion of his heart ; 

Then ftrove to blaft, the wreath they could not teafi 
With venom ^oxiX^ infus'd by fpecio\is art, 
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Moft natural magic, and dire property, . 
Alas, too plainly to the world were feen, 

On wholefome fame ufurp'd immediately. 
And fickly yellow gain'd upon the green. 

Almoft, each night, fome leaf its verdure loft. 
Yet they his weak and c»ed'lotis heart confol'd 5 

They bade him prize hi* laurel by its coft, . 
When ev'ry leaf fliguld be transformed to gold* 

Pernicious alchemy ! ah, treacherous friends, 
How could you, nature's darling thus deceive ; 

That you have compafs'd your inlidious ends. 
The foul of Shakefpeare, and the mufc (ball grieve. 

Ah, what avails it, that on Thames's fhore. 
Three hundred thoufand pounds his banker keeps,. 

Whilft Phoebus and the Mufes all deplore, 
JJis avarice waking, whilft his genius fleeps, 

Thefe pounds, indeed, will many a flatterer buy -, 
But ah I where then arc brother George's hopes ; 
Thefe pounds, were doom'd his children to fupply, 
• Not pay for fcribbling rmtaphors and trop0s. 
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^ Impromj^fu on Mr.^ Garrick/4? 
Funerah 

AS from the borders of Cocjrfeus' Wave, 
N6t yet enfranchised by the clofing gravcj^ 
Garrick juft peepM into the world above, 
And faw a fombrous long proceffion move ; 
Saw the ftrand glitter with the tawdry ftate. 
Part grave, part gay, part tinfel, and part plate ^ 
The prim deportment of lugubrious mutes, 
And the taught toffings of the feather'd brutes* 

^ Another jubilee, he cried, appears, 
" Go bid the managers difmifs their fears ; 
*^ No more from empty theatres defpair, 
^ And dread of duns, deliver to the air f 
*" Call all my carpenters— bid George attehdj 
** And ranfack Monmouth-ftreet from end to end y 
" iuy^U the blacks, defraud the ftarving moth, 
" Or let him, if he will, defile the cloth ; 
" Bring moth and all — ^we have no time to lofe— 
** If there's not black enough, then buy the blues. 

^« Dye 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



} 



( 331 ) 

» 

ff Dye all the truncheons, and their ^dges gild, 

<* All but that truncheon I was y^ont to wield j 

" Buy froni the paftry-cooks their twelfth-night flags, 

" To flame in front, the rear be doth'd with rags ^ 

** The dirtiefl: wardrobe will the rear fupply, 

5^ Our flage perfpeftive will deceive the eye : 

f' All to your feveral offices repair, 

^' Whilft I determine — in what place or where, 

f* This gaudy mummery may befl: appear. 

*' If for Ophelia, by young Hamlet mourn'd ^ 

^^ Or for poor Juliet, yet alive inurn'd." 

Thus far he fpoke, in an imperial tone. 
And quite forgot the funeral was his own- 
Alas, poor Garrick, in Elyfian meads. 
Where new delight to new delight Yucceedsj; 
Still Ihall the phantom wealth thy fteps purfue, 
And tinge thy pleafures with a careful hue. 



The two foregoing Jeu d'Efprits I feveral 
years ago fubmitted to the infpedtion of my 
friend, Mr. Mickle, whofe tranflation of 
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the Lufiad will remain a monument of his 
poetic talents, while this country retains 
tafle for luxuriant imagery, adorned with 
harmonius numbers — He thought that tHey 
contained much wit, but more feverity, and 
hoped that Mr* Garrick's various powers as 
an aftor, and generofity as a friend, would 
be held in remembrance, when his little 
foibles, as a man, were forgotten ^ and that 
it was rather unfair to lafli his memory for 
the gaudy mummery of a funeral, originating 
in the folly and ridiculous vanity of furviving 
friends. *' I will fhow you (faidhe) what 
is my opinion of Mr, Garrick,'' and gave mc 
the following lines. 
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Upon Mr. G A R R I C K, 
' By Mr. M I C K L E. 

FAIR was the graceful form Prometheus made. 
Its front, the image of the God difplayed : 
All heaven approved it, e'er Minerva ftole 
The fire of Jove, and kindled up the foul* 

So Shakefpeare's page, the flower of poefjr. 
E'er Garrick rofe, had charms for every eye 5 
'Twas nature's genuine image, wild and grand. 
The ftrbng marked pidlure of a matter's hand. 

But when his Garrick — Shakefpeare's Pallas came. 
The Bard's bold painting burft into a flame : 
Each part, jnew force and vital warmth received. 
As touched by beaven — and all the pifture lived. 
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22 

42 
45 

91 

105 

125 

138 
196 
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218 
224 
290 
294 



Line. 



tu,0/^ 



2 rtad circumftances— ^r circumftancci 

3 thy thine. 
8 he it. 

7j and 8— fhoiild riot be dlvideS, but the fainc 
paragraph continued. 

12 read hands for ftands. 

18 witches wiflies. 

3 wit wits* 

2 Dec. 22, 1774 0<ft. 24, 1772- 

7 manner in which he — manner he. 

8 juftified fatisfied. 

2 1778 1780. 

4 unwillingly unwilling, 

11 are not inferior not inferior. 

12 were are. 
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